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STILL WAITING: Jessica Dines walks her dog, Bella, around Finali Park, adjacent to the Annadel Apartment Homes complex in Santa Rosa, on Wednesday. Dines  
said she was told in August the park would be ready by the time she, her boyfriend and their two dogs moved in last September.

Park plagued by delays
Residents of new Santa Rosa complex frustrated 
as construction issues put project months behind schedule

Ageold 
clash over 
justices 
escalates

WASHINGTON — The vow 
by Senate Republicans to block 
whomever President Barack 
Obama nominates to fill the 
sudden vacancy on the Supreme 
Court presages a prolonged 
election year struggle, but the 
clash is less a new front against 
the White House than an escala-
tion of  a battle that had begun 
at the appeals court level before 
Justice Antonin Scalia died.

Since Republicans took con-
trol of  the Senate in January 
2015, the process that would 
enable Obama to fill vacancies 
on the 12 regional federal courts 
of  appeal has essentially been 
halted. Obama has managed 
only one appointment because 
Republican senators have re-
fused to sign off ahead of  time 
on nominees for judgeships in 
their states — a traditional step 
before a president makes a nom-
ination.

In the weeks before Scalia’s 
death, influential conserva-
tive groups and commentators 
called on Senate Republicans to 
ensure that Obama appointed 
no more appeals court judges.

Among those commentators 
was Ed Whelan, a former clerk 
to Scalia and a prominent com-
mentator. He said in an inter-
view Monday that conserva-
tives cannot compromise over 
any appointments to the upper 
ranks of  the judiciary — includ-
ing the appeals courts, which 
get the last word on matters the 
Supreme Court does not review 
and often serve as a breeding 
ground for future justices.

“This fight has been fought by 

A new city park being built by a de-
veloper is more than six months be-
hind schedule, frustrating Codding-

town area residents who can see but not 
use the fenced-off patch of  green space. 

Residents of  the new 270-unit Annadel 
apartment complex on Jennings Avenue 
say they were told by managers they’d be 
able to enjoy the 2.5-acre Finali Park as 
early as last August. 

But a chain-link fence continues to 
encircle the nearly complete park, and it’s 
not clear when residents will be able to use 
the playgrounds, dog park, gardens and 
verdant turf  on their doorstep. 

“People feel like they’re being lied to,” 

said Annadel resident Jessica Dines, 
29, who said she was told in August the 
park would be ready by the time she, her 
boyfriend and their two dogs moved in last 
September. 

The couple, who moved up from San Di-
ego for work, picked the Annadel complex 
in part because their pets would benefit 
from the proximity to the promised park, 
Dines said. She’s reached out regularly to 
the city and the developer, but doesn’t feel 
she’s any closer to understanding what’s 
behind the delays.

“I got zero answers and no one takes the 
blame,” said Dines, a digital marketing 
manager who works from home. 

She’s not alone. Several residents have 
taken to social media to complain about 
the delay, saying they don’t have good 

answers when their children ask why they 
can’t use the playground right next to 
their apartments. Some bemoaned paying 
utility rates to irrigate a park they can’t 
use. 

But representatives for the Scottsdale, 
Ariz.,-based developer, the Wolff Co., said 
work on the park is nearly complete and 
could get its final inspection by the city 
this week. 

The developer is frustrated by the 
delays, too, but is committed to seeing the 
project done to city standards as quickly 
as possible, spokesman Rob O’Dea said. 

The company agreed to spend about 
$1 million to build the park for the city 
and donate the land instead of  paying the 

Swift takes top honor; Lamar wins 5

LOS ANGELES — Taylor Swift’s 
official switch from country to pop 
with her multi-hit, best-selling “1989” 
album brought the singer her second 
Grammy Award win for album of  the 
year.

Swift was shocked when she won 
the night’s top prize, beating out Ken-
drick Lamar, Chris Stapleton, Ala-

bama Shakes and the Weeknd. Swift 
used her speech to encourage young 
women who feel defeated at times or 
discouraged by others.

“There will be people along the way 
that will try to undercut your success 
or take credit for your accomplish-
ments or your fame. You just focus 
on the work and don’t let those people 
sidetrack you,” she said.

Her speech could be directed partly 
to Kanye West, who recently said in a 

new song that he made Swift famous 
after he stole her microphone at the 
2009 MTV Video Music Awards.

Beyonce also seemed to make a 
statement when she presented the fi-
nal award for the night, record of  the 
year.

“Art is the unapologetic celebration 
of  culture through self-expression. It 
can impact people in a variety of  ways MATT SAYLES / INVISION 

Taylor Swift accepts the award for album of the year 
at the Grammy Awards on Monday in Los Angeles.

Scalia’s death prompts 
latest standoff, but 
fight brewing for years
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Haunted, shocked by girls’ vanishing
COLD CASE VICTIMS

Kerry Ann Graham, 15, left, and 
Francine Trimble, 14, both of 
Forestville, went missing in late 1978. 
Skeletal remains recently were 
linked to the girls.

Eileen Goetz graduated from 
El Molino High School in Forest-
ville, married, raised two kids 
and worked more than 20 years 
in the grocery business.

The memories of  her youth 
are clouded by the thought of  

two friends from Forestville 
who vanished without a trace as 
teenagers. As the decades wore 
on, months could go by without 
Goetz giving a thought to that 
mystery from nearly 40 years 
ago. But when she does remem-
ber, Goetz is haunted.

In mid-December 1978, Kerry 
Ann Graham, 15, and Francine 
Trimble, 14, disappeared, never 
to be seen again by friends and 
family. 

Skeletal remains that would 
ultimately be identified as theirs 

were located the following July, 
dumped off the side of  a rural 
highway in Mendocino County. 
But it wasn’t until late last year 
that their identities were deter-
mined through DNA, a link that 
authorities announced in a press 
conference early this month.

It remains unclear how the 
girls died, but investigators sus-
pect foul play and are seeking 
breaks in the long-frozen cold 
case that they hope could lead to 
suspects.

Goetz, who was a schoolmate 

of  Graham’s and hung out with 
both girls, remains troubled that 
no one at the time asked her 
whether she’d seen them and 
no one in authority told her or 
other students they were even 
missing. 

“What breaks my heart is no 
one ever asked,” said Goetz, 53, 
whose maiden name was O’Hal-
loran and who now lives in San-
ta Rosa. She said she may have 
had information that could have 

Many who knew 
Forestville teens say they 
weren’t told, interviewed
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