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FATE LENDS A PAW » Couple who met on Tinder 
adopted kittens from same litter separately.  A3

LAGUNA DE SANTA ROSA » Rains have expanded 
waterways, to delight of kayakers and others.  D1
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NCS BOYS SOCCER: 
Montgomery boys win 
their Division 2 playoff 
opener against visiting 
Tamalpais / C1

INSIDE
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A Pacific Coast Drilling Co. crew drives a 25-foot steel beam into the ground on Wednesday along Highway 37 east of Novato, as Caltrans works to 
stabilize the road that has shifted in recent storms. Another storm is expected today.

A rush to repair roads
HIGHWAY 37 » FLOODING RISK

Crews work to shore up commuter thoroughfare as storm looms

Medical 
center 
may be 
sold 

The public health care dis-
trict that owns Sonoma West 
Medical Center in Sebastopol 
has launched negotiations that 
could lead to the sale of  the fi-
nancially troubled hospital to a 
Florida-based startup that spe-
cializes in acquiring rural hos-
pitals.

At a district board meeting 
Wednesday, board trustees 
unanimously approved a “let-
ter of  intent” to transfer the 
Sonoma West Medical Center 
property, the hospital and the 
equipment inside to Americore 
Health, a hospital management, 
investment and acquisition 
firm.

In exchange for entering into 
negotiations with the district, 
Americore will provide an infu-
sion of  badly needed money to 
the cash-strapped medical cen-
ter. 

The hospital is facing nearly 
$6 million in outstanding bills, 
according to Alanna Brogan, 
the executive director of  the 
Palm Drive Health Care Dis-
trict, which owns the hospital.

Jim Horn, a member of  the 
district board, said during the 
meeting that he understood that 
the hospital was in deep finan-
cial trouble and needed money 
by the end of  this week “or there 
would be an existential crisis.”

After the board meeting ad-
journed, neither Americore nor 
the hospital’s CEO, Luke Tha-
rarsi, would discuss how much 
money would be provided, cit-

Crews racing to repair and reopen 
Highway 37 in northern Marin Coun-
ty faced a new challenge Wednesday: 

shoring up a segment of  the roadway that 
appears to have shifted in recent storms, 
according to a North Coast lawmaker.

Water inundating marshland beneath 
the major commuter thoroughfare moved 
a section of  the eastbound lanes between 
Highway 101 and Atherton Avenue, State 
Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, said.

He said the highway in that direction 
also has sunk by about a foot. 

“First and foremost, we have to stabilize 
the roadway to make additional fixes now 
and into the future,” McGuire said.

Neither McGuire nor Caltrans officials 
had a timeline for when the highway will 
partially or fully reopen. It has been closed 
in both directions between Highway 101 
and Atherton Avenue since Feb. 9.  

The closure is a major headache for com-
muters who rely on Highway 37 to cut trav-
el times between Marin, Sonoma, Napa and 
Solano counties. Roughly 41,000 vehicles 
pass through that stretch of  highway on a 
daily basis, according to Caltrans.

“Is there frustration? Yes, absolutely, it’s 
hard not to be frustrated, especially during 

commute hours,” CHP Officer Andrew 
Barclay said.

Barclay said officers are being stationed 
at key points along the detour onto Ather-
ton Avenue during morning and evening 
commutes to speed traffic through stop 
signs and traffic lights. Otherwise, he said, 
traffic would be at such a standstill resi-
dents along Atherton would have difficulty 
leaving their neighborhoods.

“It would be absolute gridlock out there” 
without the traffic control, Barclay said. 

The highway was partially or fully closed 
in the same area over the course of  12 days 

Latest marketing tool — fake news websites

Making the most of  the frac-
tured political and media land-
scape, 20th Century Fox created 
a group of  fake news sites as part 
of  a viral marketing campaign 
for its new film “A Cure for 
Wellness.” The sites displayed 
ads for the movie and slipped 
references to its plot alongside 
made-up stories about divisive 

topics like abortion, vaccines 
and President Donald Trump.

Fox used at least five fake 
news sites designed to look like 
local news media — The Sacra-
mento Dispatch, Salt Lake City 
Guardian, Houston Leader, NY 
Morning Post and Indianapolis 
Gazette — to stir online outrage 
and drum up interest in the 
movie, which was produced by 
New Regency Productions and 
is to come out this week.

It used other fake sites to 
promote the film as well, in-
cluding one designed to resem-

20TH CENTURY FOX

20th Century 
Fox used a 
group of fake 
websites to 
promote“A 
Cure For 
Wellness,” a 
horror film 
starring Dane 
DeHaan.

Sonoma West district 
board moves to transfer 
property to Florida firm
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20th Century Fox made 
phony sites to publicize 
latest horror film
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Trump cool on 2-state solution 
INSIDE

 ■North Coast 
lawmakers press 
for House probe 
into Flynn / A8

 ■ Palestinians 
concerned about 
president’s 
position / A8

 ■ Trump takes 
aim at media, 
intelligence 
agencies / B1

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump jettisoned two decades of  
diplomatic orthodoxy on Wednesday 
by declaring that the United States 
would no longer insist on the cre-

ation of  a Palestinian state as part 
of  a peace accord between Israel and 
the Palestinians.

Hosting Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of  Israel for the first time 
since becoming president, Trump 
promised a concerted effort to bring 
the two sides together, suggesting a 
regional effort involving an array 
of  Arab nations. But he said that 
he was flexible about how an agree-
ment would look and that he would 
not be bound by past assumptions.

“I’m looking at two-state and one-

state” formulations, Trump said 
during a White House news confer-
ence with Netanyahu. “I like the one 
that both parties like. I’m very happy 
with the one that both parties like. I 
can live with either one.”

At the same time, Trump urged 
Netanyahu to temporarily stop new 
housing construction in the West 
Bank while he pursues a deal, echo-
ing a position past presidents have 
taken.

“I’d like to see you hold back 
on settlements for a little bit,” he 

told Netanyahu.
Trump’s position on a two-state 

solution discarded a policy that has 
underpinned America’s role in Mid-
dle East peacemaking since the Clin-
ton administration and raised a host 
of  thorny questions.

The Palestinians are highly un-
likely to accept anything short of  a 
sovereign state, and a single Israeli 
state encompassing the Palestin-
ians would either leave them as sec-

President says compromise 
needed by Israel, Palestine; 
analysts remain skeptical
By PETER BAKER 
AND MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A8


