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Housing inventory hits low
After October wildfires,
market dives to numbers
unseen in quarter-century
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Still shaken from last fall’s
wildfires, Sonoma County’s
housing market saw its inventory drop in January to the lowest level for the month in more
than a quarter-century.
The county ended last month
with only 414 single-family
homes for sale, according to
The Press Democrat’s monthly
housing report, compiled by Pa-

cific Union International senior
vice president Rick Laws. That
is the lowest level for January
since Laws and his predecessor,
real estate agent John Favre,
began collecting data for the
newspaper in 1990.
“Inventory has never been
this low,” Laws said. “That’s
big.”
Laws and other agents said
the fire set off a scramble for
housing that continues to be felt
four months later.
“We have a lot of people who
aren’t rebuilding, and that added to the demand,” said Bill Facendini, president and broker
of Terra Firma Global Partners

in Santa Rosa.
Trish McCall, an agent with
Keller Williams Realty in Santa Rosa, said she now sees fire
survivors seeking to purchase
homes because they are “sick”
of apartments or other rentals.
McCall said clients tell her, “I
don’t want to live like this anymore. I want to get my life back
together.”
Buyers in January purchased
264 single-family homes in the
county. Sales increased 11 percent from a year earlier and
were the highest since 2014.
The county’s median sales
price was $670,000, less than
1 percent below the revised

record high for December of
$673,500. The median price last
month increased nearly 16 percent from a year earlier and has
more than doubled since hitting
a low of $305,000 in February
2009 during a national housing
crisis.
The county’s housing market
is still feeling the effects of October wildfires, which claimed
24 lives and destroyed more
than 5,100 homes here.
In November and December,
buyers here purchased a record
$738 million in houses and condominiums. The amount surTURN TO HOUSING » PAGE A2
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Some relief on horizon

HOUSING SHORTAGE
County housing inventories have
fluctuated dramatically since 2000.
Foreclosures skyrocketed in 2008. And
after October’s wildfires, the number of
homes on the market were at the lowest level for the month in more than a
quarter-century. Here are the homes
available for sale on Jan. 31 since 2007.
2007: 1,568
2008: 2,098
2009: 1,819
2010: 1,147

2011: 1,396
2012: 1,092
2013: 586
2014: 577

2015: 461
2016: 495
2017: 496
2018: 414

Source: Rick Laws, Pacific Union
International

Shooter
showed
signs of
trouble
Authorities scrutinize
trail of social media
posts linked to suspect
By JULIE TURKEWITZ
AND PATRICIA MAZZEI
NEW YORK TIMES
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Christian Santos separates larger crabs from the daily catch at Tides Wharf Wholesale Seafood in Bodega Bay on Wednesday.

Local fishermen await share of $200 million allocated to disaster funding
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he North Coast fishing fleet has
welcomed some rare good news out of
Washington, D.C., where the congressional budget deal reached last week
included disaster relief funds intended to
offset losses from the ill-fated commercial
Dungeness crab season of three years ago.
But just how much help may be on the
way is uncertain and could remain so for
some time. There’s bureaucracy involved,
and the wheels of government often turn

slowly for fishermen seeking aid.
The process and payouts “may be done by
the end of the year,” Bodega Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Association President
Lorne Edwards said. “I wouldn’t bet on it
though.”
The $200 million in disaster relief included in the bill signed by President Donald
Trump would cover nine West Coast fishery
disasters, all declared more than a year ago,
as well as new ones resulting from Hurricanes Irma and Maria last year.
Coastal California lawmakers had at one
point sought nearly $140 million in relief

alone for those impacted by the 2015-16
closure of the Northern California crab
fishery. Their request was made when it appeared the entire season could be lost over a
closure linked to a naturally occurring and
potentially deadly neurotoxin.
The season eventually did open, but only
after an unprecedented 4½-month delay
that lasted through the lucrative Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day markets that account for the majority of fresh
crab sales from the region each year. Many

PARKLAND, Florida — The
suspect in one of the deadliest
school shootings in modern U.S.
history confessed to police that
he “began shooting students
that he saw in the hallways and
on school grounds” once on
campus, according to a police
arrest report released Thursday.
N i k o l a s
Cruz, 19, carried a black
duffel bag and
a black backpack,
where
he hid loaded
magazines, the
report said. He
arrived at the Nikolas
school in Flor- Cruz
ida in an Uber
at 2:19 p.m. INSIDE
W e d n e s d a y ■ 17 died — here
and made his are a few of their
way into Mar- stories / A8
jory Stoneman ■ Rep. Mike
Douglas High Thompson
School, where speaks out
he pulled out a against gun
semi-automatic violence / A3
AR-15 rifle, according to de- ■ Documenting
tails described terrifying scenes
by authorities in the age of
at a news con- social media / B1
ference Thursday.
Cruz shot people in the hallways and inside five classrooms
on the first and second floors of
the freshman building. He eventually discarded the rifle, a vest
and ammunition in a stairwell,
blended in with fleeing students
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Immigration push collapses
Divisions highlighted
as fate of Dreamers
remains uncertain
By ED O’KEEFE
AND DAVID NAKAMURA
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Weeks of
intense negotiations for a bipartisan deal on immigration collapsed in Congress on Thursday,
leaving hundreds of thousands
of young undocumented immigrants facing possible deportation.
The rejection of four propos-
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als in the Senate, coupled with a
lack of consensus in the House,
underscored the immense political pressures on Republicans
and Democrats alike.
Immigration has proved intractable for years, vexing lawmakers and presidents of both
parties. Breaking the stalemate
in an election year seemed even
more unlikely.
In a sharp rebuke, the Republican-led Senate blocked an
immigration plan backed by
President Donald Trump, with
the bill mustering just 39 votes.
It highlighted the divisions even
within GOP ranks, with some
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wary that granting legal status
to undocumented immigrants
would amount to amnesty.
The House offered no answers,
with conservatives threatening
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wisconsin, unless he pushes a bill that
provides only temporary work
permits for Dreamers, while
also imposing border-security
measures and restrictions on legal immigration that go beyond
what Trump has proposed.
“I don’t think the president
helped very much, but the bottom line is the demagogues won
TURN TO COLLAPSE » PAGE A10
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Sens. Susan Collins, from left, R-Maine; Jeff Flake, R-Arizona; Joe
Manchin, D-West Virginia; and Jeanne Shaheen, D-New Hampshire,
finish discussing immigration Thursday at the Capitol in Washington.
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