
DOES THE STATE 
OWE YOU MONEY?
Millions in California have yet 
to claim their share of $7 billion 
in unclaimed property Empire
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A LIKABLE SUPERSTAR: 
Lowell Cohn says not only 
is Curry one of  NBA’s best 
players, but he’s also one 
of  its nicest / C1

Sonoma County’s housing 
market is off to its slowest start 
in seven years.

Buyers in January purchased 
224 single-family homes, accord-
ing to The Press Democrat’s 

monthly housing report com-
piled by Pacific Union Interna-
tional Vice President Rick Laws. 
That was the lowest number 
for the month since 2008, when 
prices were plunging amid an 
unprecedented housing market 
crash.

In another sign of  slower 
times, the county had only 301 
new sale listings for single-fam-
ily homes in January. That 
was the lowest number for the 

month since at least 2009, when 
the newspaper began tracking 
such data.

The market has plenty of  
buyers, but not enough sellers, 
agents and brokers said.

Last month ended with fewer 
than 500 single-family homes 
for sale, which seems near a re-
cord low, Laws said. Five years 
ago, the January inventory was 
more than double that number.
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Lack of inventory constrains home sales
224 county homes sold, 

lowest for January since ‘08
Sonoma County’s housing market
Median home price Homes sold

Source: Pacific Union The Press Democrat
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Kari Lee points out the car driven by her father, Mike Chadwick, to sons Simon, 5, and Owen, 2, as they watch drag racing at Sonoma 
Raceway on Monday. The raceway is seeking to expand its offerings to include entertainment events.

Shifting gearS

Sonoma Raceway seeks to move beyond motorsports, 
with plans to offer private events, music festival and winery

Sonoma Raceway continues to push forward, 
seeking permission to hold a four-day rock festi-
val, likened to San Francisco’s popular Outside 

Lands festival and BottleRock in Napa.
The Carneros wine region track, one of  the larg-

est in the state, recently completed its application, 
requesting the county make changes to its use permit 
to allow it to become an entertainment venue and hold 
non-racing events. The goal is to hold the first music 
festival in 2017, said Steve Page, the racetrack’s pres-
ident and general manager. It could draw up to 55,000 
people daily. 

“We’d be talking about three stages ... (and) lots and 
lots of  acts,” Page said, adding they would bring in 
various major, national headliners to appeal to fans of  
all ages. 

Before it can go before county supervisors for 
approval, though, the proposal must undergo an 
environmental review to determine the impacts it 
will have on the Sonoma Valley. The process could 
take up to two years, said Misti Harris, a planner 
with the county’s Permit and Resource Management 
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A classic car competes in a drag race Monday at Sonoma 
Raceway on Monday. Raceway officials say motorsports will 
remain the venue’s “bread and butter.”

PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT

Sonoma Raceway’s proposal to become an entertainment venue will go 
before the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission at 6:30 p.m.  
Feb. 25, at 177 First St. W., Sonoma. The public is encouraged to attend.

Study: Hot flashes may persist for 14 years

Conventional wisdom has it that 
hot flashes, which afflict up to 80 per-
cent of  middle-aged women, usually 
persist for just a few years. But hot 
flashes can continue for as long as  
14 years, and the earlier they begin 
the longer a woman is likely to suffer, 
a study published Monday in JAMA 
Internal Medicine found.

In a racially, ethnically and geo-

graphically diverse group of  1,449 
women with frequent hot flashes or 
night sweats — the largest study to 
date — the median length of  time 
women endured symptoms was 
7.4 years. So, while half  the women 
were affected for less than that time, 
half  had symptoms longer — some for 
14 years, researchers reported.

“It’s miserable, I’ll tell you what,” 
said Sharon Brown, 57, of  Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C., who has endured hot flash-
es for six years. At her job at a tax and 

accounting office, she has had to stop 
wearing silk. “I keep one of  the little 
fans with me at all times — one in my 
purse, a couple in my desk, some in 
just random places in the office,” she 
said. “I’ll be so glad when they stop — 
if  they ever stop.”

Overall, black and Hispanic women 
experienced hot flashes significantly 
longer than white or Asian women.

And in a particularly unfair hor-
monal twist, the study found that the 

Earlier onset 
linked to 

symptoms 
lasting longer; 

Hispanic, 
black women 
most affected

By PAM BELLUCK
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO FLASHES, PAGE A9

Egypt 
strikes 
IS in 
Libya 

CAIRO — Egypt conducted 
an airstrike against an Islamist 
stronghold in Libya on Monday 
in retaliation for the beheading 
of  at least a dozen Egyptian 
Christians by a local franchise 
of  the Islamic State, in Cairo’s 
deepest reach yet into the chaos 
that has engulfed its neighbor.

Hinting at possible further 
action, President Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi of  Egypt said in a state-
ment that he had convened “a 
continuous session” of  his Na-
tional Defense Council to moni-
tor events in Libya and to weigh 
additional measures. But the 
strike itself, hitting in the Liby-
an town of  Derna at dawn, was 
a new turn in the breakdown of  
regional order in the aftermath 
of  the Arab Spring revolts and 
the Islamic State’s emergence.

Nearly 31/2 years after the 
ouster of  Col. Moammar Gad-
hafi, two rival coalitions of  mi-
litias are battling for control 
over Libya and its vast resourc-
es, including nearly $100 billion 
in financial reserves, untapped 
oil deposits and a long Medi-
terranean coast facing Europe. 
In the absence of  any effective 
government or even a dominant 
force, a multifaceted proxy war 
has erupted as rival Arab states 
back competing militias and ex-
tremist groups like al-Qaida and 
the Islamic State seek to expand 
their operations.

El-Sissi, a former general 
who led the ouster of  Egypt’s 
Islamist president in 2013, has 
watched with growing concern 
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Attack follows beheadings 
of at least a dozen 

Christians by militants
By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK

NEW YORK TIMES


