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Trump blasts media, critics
President says he
‘inherited a mess,’ office
not chaotic at conference
By ASHLEY PARKER
AND JOHN WAGNER
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump aired his grievances against the news media,
the intelligence community and
his detractors in a sprawling
stream-of-consciousness news
conference Thursday, capping

an extraordinary four weeks in
office marked by tumult, disarray and infighting.
The beleaguered chief executive defended his advisers
against claims of improper contacts with Russia and claimed —
contrary to widespread perceptions both inside and outside the
White House — that his fledgling administration “is running
like a fine-tuned machine.”
“To be honest, I inherited a
mess,” he said in a news conference that lasted an hour and
17 minutes and was, by turns,

President
Donald Trump
addresses
media during
a news
conference
in the White
House on
Thursday.

rambling, combative and pure
Trump. “It’s a mess. At home
and abroad, a mess.”
Yet moments later, the president seemed to acknowledge the
widespread reports of turbulence and upheaval emanating
out of the West Wing, only to
claim that his White House —
which so far has been marred
by staff feuding, a controversial
travel ban, false statements and
myriad leaks — was operating
seamlessly.

INSIDE

TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Protecting
Trump’s family
stretches Secret
Service’s budget,
manpower / B1

DAY WITHOUT IMMIGRANTS

Felt by their absence
JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Clover Sonoma Farms unveiled its
new packaging this week.

Clover
rebrands
itself
‘Sonoma’
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Kindergarten teacher Jaime Wanke leads a class of only 13 students, out of her usual 22, in stretches at Roseland Creek Elementary School in
Santa Rosa on Thursday. About 40 percent of the school’s student body was absent as part of the “Day Without Immigrants” protest.

Sonoma County Latinos protest White House’s immigration changes
ONLINE

By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

O

n the corner of West Avenue and
Sebastopol Road in the predominantly Latino Roseland neighborhood, about 20 people stood on the
sidewalk in front of Dollar Tree chanting
“Keep out ICE,” holding placards with
messages of support for immigrants and
their families.
The small rally was initiated by high
school students from Roseland Collegiate

See a photo gallery and video of the ‘Day Without
Immigrants’ at pressdemocrat.com
Prep who stayed home from school to
participate in the national “Day Without
Immigrants” protest of President Donald
Trump’s immigration policies.
The protesters were just a few of the
thousands of students and employees who
stayed away from schools and businesses Thursday across Sonoma County.
Hundreds of businesses were closed and

there was even chatter on social media of
boycotts of businesses that didn’t participate in the protest, said Marcos Suarez,
business diversity program manager with
the Sonoma County Economic Development Board.
More than a thousand students stayed
home in the Latino-dominated Roseland
Public Schools district, along with more
than 1,300 student in the Santa Rosa City
Schools district. Sonoma Valley Unified
TURN TO ABSENCE » PAGE A2

Flynn told FBI he did not discuss sanctions
By SARI HORWITZ
AND ADAM ENTOUS
WASHINGTON POST

Michael
Flynn

WASHINGTON — Former national
security adviser Michael Flynn denied to FBI agents in an interview last
month that he had discussed U.S. sanctions against Russia with that country’s ambassador to the United States
before President Donald Trump took
office, contradicting the contents of
intercepted communications collect-

ed by intelligence agencies, current
and former U.S. officials said.
The Jan. 24 interview potentially
puts Flynn in legal jeopardy. Lying to
the FBI is a felony offense.
But several officials said it is unclear whether prosecutors would attempt to bring a case, in part because
Flynn may parse the definition of the
word “sanctions.”
He also followed his denial to the
FBI by saying he couldn’t recall all of
the conversation, officials said.

Any decision to prosecute would
ultimately lie with the Justice Department.
A spokesman for Flynn said he had
no response. The FBI and the Justice
Department declined to comment.
Flynn spoke to Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak following Trump’s
election and denied for weeks that
the December conversation involved
sanctions the Obama administration

Petaluma’s Clover Stornetta
Farms, the Bay Area’s largest
dairy producer, is about to make
a change dramatic enough that
consumers will notice immediately: It will become Clover
Sonoma.
But Clo the Cow will remain
the much-loved mascot.
The 40-year-old company is
changing its name, rebranding
both itself and its milk cartons
with a word that “evokes a sense
of a positive place,” said President and CEO Marcus Benedetti.
“The rolling hills out here
have to be conveyed” to consumers in Southern California and
other distant locales, said Benedetti, sitting in an office that
looks out across the expansive
wetlands of Shollenberger Park
to the hills south of Petaluma.
Sonoma County, which increasingly is viewed as a place
for premium wines and artisan
TURN TO CLOVER » PAGE A11
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Organ Recital:

Bach and the North Germans

Saturday, February 25, 8pm • Schroeder Hall, Green Music Center
Bay Area organist Rodney Gehrke explores the rich sounds of Schroeder Hall’s
Brombaugh mechanical-action organ in music by J.S. Bach and several
North German masters of the 17th-century.
RobeRt WoRth, Music DiRectoR

Tickets: $25 General, $15 Students • Purchase in advance or at the door
For more information: www.sonomabach.org or 707-303-4604

