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Obama vows to appeal immigration ruling
After judge halts rollout
of new programs, president
says law, history ‘on our side’
By JOSEPH TANFANI
and MICHAEL A. MEMOLI
LOS ANGELES T I ME S

WASHINGTON
—
The
Obama administration promised Tuesday to fight against
opposition from both the courts
and Congress to keep in place
its expansive new programs to

shield millions of immigrants
from deportation, a key piece of
the president’s effort to shape
his legacy in his final years in
office.
A federal judge in Texas issued an order late Monday that
temporarily blocked the administration from putting into effect
President Barack Obama’s executive actions on immigration.
The ruling touched off a day of
cheering by Republicans, logistical and legal scrambling in
the White House and vigorous
efforts by advocates around the

country to reassure potential
applicants that they shouldn’t
give up.
The administration said it
would swiftly appeal the order,
which came less than 48 hours
before immigration officials
were due to begin accepting applications for the first of the programs to defer deportation.
Despite that setback, the
president predicted that courts
would ultimately uphold his efforts as lawful.
“The law is on our side and

Activists rally
in support
of Deferred
Action for
Childhood
Arrivals on
Tuesday in
Los Angeles,
after a judge
blocked the
president’s
executive
action on
immigration.
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Sonoma County changes how it provides housing to homeless,
turning focus from first-come, first-served to the sickest, most needy

A shift in priorities

Spyware
with link
to NSA
exposed
Russian researchers find
programs on hard drives of
foreign governments, banks
By BRANDON BAILEY
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Five-year-old Sianna Zapata relaxes Tuesday with an interactive game as her mother, Blanca Zapata, plays with Rufus, a guide dog for
her sister Amber Hernandez. The family lives at the Catholic Charities homeless center in Santa Rosa.
By ANGELA HART
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

F

or more than a year, Blanca Zapata
and Amber Hernandez, a pair of
Sonoma County sisters, have tried to
find permanent housing after struggling
with work cuts for Zapata and, for Hernandez, an accident that left her partially
paralyzed.
On Tuesday, the sisters were among
hundreds of homeless families to be
interviewed under a new initiative that
seeks to transform the way Sonoma
County’s network of nonprofit service
providers places homeless people into
housing, shifting priority access to the
sickest, most needy homeless people. The

overhaul is a break from the longstanding approach that placed people based on
a first-come, first-served basis.
Tuesday marked day one of the countywide effort, and for Zapata, her 5-year-old
daughter and Hernandez, it offered hope
they could get back into stable housing.
Until now, the trio has stayed off the
streets by taking refuge at homeless shelters and other temporary quarters.
“We really need this assistance for permanent housing right now,” said Hernandez, 34, who is also blind.
Homeless advocates and county health
care providers say the new approach
to housing people could save taxpayers
millions of dollars a year in emergency
room visits and jail costs by getting them

help before problems grow dire. The most
current homeless census data, from 2013,
showed 4,280 homeless people on the
streets, with 45 percent estimated to have
at least three disabling health conditions.
Under the shift, temporary shelter and
permanent supportive housing slots will
be made available for homeless families
and the chronically homeless first, placing people based on the severity of their
conditions — from physical disabilities,
to mental illnesses and substance abuse
problems.
Zapata and Hernandez were homeless
for more than a year before securing a
slot in Sonoma County’s only shelter that
caters specifically to homeless families.

SAN FRANCISCO — Did the
National Security Agency plant
spyware deep in the hard drives
of thousands of computers used
by foreign governments, banks
and other surveillance targets
around the world?
A new report from Russian
cybersecurity firm Kaspersky
Lab said its researchers identified a new family of malicious
programs or worms that infected computers in multiple countries, primarily overseas. Targets appeared to be specifically
selected and included military,
Islamic activists, energy companies and other businesses, as
well as government personnel.
Without naming the United
States as the source of the malware, the report said one of the
programs has elements in common with the so-called Stuxnet worm, which the New York
Times and Washington Post
have said was developed by the
U.S. and Israeli governments to
disrupt Iranian nuclear facilities. Based on their similarities,
the creators of both programs
“are either the same or working
closely together,” Kaspersky’s
report said.
The malware was not designed for financial gain but
to collect information through
“pure cyberespionage,” added
Kaspersky researcher Vitaly
Kamluk. In its report, the firm
said the malware was extremely
sophisticated and “expensive to
develop.”
NSA spokeswoman Vanee
Vines declined comment Tuesday, but cited a 2014 presidential
directive that instructed U.S.
intelligence agencies to respect
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Deerfield Ranch Winery files Chapter 11
Owners blame loan balloon
payments, Hwy. 12 project cost
overruns for bankruptcy woes
By KEVIN McCALLUM
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

Robert
Rex
Deerfield Ranch
co-founder says,
“We look forward
to strengthening
our winery.”

Deerfield Ranch Winery in Kenwood filed for bankruptcy protection
last week in an effort to prevent the
award-winning winery from being auctioned off to pay its primary lender.
The winery founded by Robert and
PJ Rex in 1982 filed Chapter 11 papers
Friday in the hopes of staving off a fire

sale of its half-finished winery to satisfy an $11 million debt to Rabobank.
The goal of the move is to reorganize the winery so all debtors and investors can be paid, not just one bank
that loaned the winery money just as
the Great Recession hit, said Addison
Rex, operations manager of the 30,000case operation.
“We’re trying to resolve a bad loan
with our lender that was written in
2008,” said Rex, who is founder Robert
Rex’s nephew.
The owners of the winery were not
fully aware of the terms of the Rabobank loan, which required hefty an-

nual balloon payments, Addison Rex
said.
The bankruptcy is something of an
anomaly for an industry whose fortunes have been on the rise for several years as high-end wine sales have
surged and wine industry real estate
has enjoyed healthy valuations given
the shortage of prime vineyard land.
There have been exceptions, such as
the Hill Wine Co. in Napa, which filed
for Chapter 11 in April. But that case
is highly unusual, involving criminal
charges against Jeffrey Hill claiming he stole $65,000 worth of grapes
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