
z

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

THE RAIN RETURNS » Warm, springlike week 
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TESTOSTERONE GEL 
RESULTS ARE IN:  
Long-awaited study finds 
men’s hormone treatment 
no fountain of youth / B1

INSIDE

Tree cutting begins in SR square

The sound of  chainsaws 
roared through Santa Rosa’s Old 
Courthouse Square on Wednes-
day as the city began felling 
decades-old trees in prepara-
tion for the reunification of  the 

square this summer.
A crew from Atlas Tree Sur-

gery limbed and then began 
removing five trees on the east 
side of  the square, the first of  
20  being removed to prevent 
birds and bats from nesting in 
them this spring.

The work is expected to be 
completed by the end of  the 
month, after which the fences 
will come down until construc-
tion begins in earnest on the 
$10 million project in June. 

A handful of  protesters who 

have decried the tree removal 
as hasty and unnecessary ob-
served the work from behind 
fences and said they were dis-
heartened by the move. 

“We’re just beside ourselves 
looking at the graveyard over 
there,” said Norma Baumstei-
ger, the 81-year-old Oakmont 
resident who has been a regular 
presence around the square in 
recent weeks, gathering signa-
tures urging residents to oppose 

First 5 redwoods and 
pines felled to make way 
for reunification project 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Apple CEO Tim Cook

Apple 
to fight 
court 
order

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple 
said Wednesday that it would 
oppose and challenge a feder-
al court order to help the FBI 
unlock an iPhone used by one 
of  the two attackers who killed 
14 people in San Bernardino in 
December.

On Tuesday, in a significant 
victory for the government, 
Magistrate Judge Sheri Pym of  
the U.S. District Court for the 
District of  Central California 
ordered Apple to bypass secu-
rity functions on an iPhone 5c 
used by Syed Rizwan Farook, 
who was killed by the police 
along with his wife, Tashfeen 
Malik, after they attacked Fa-
rook’s co-workers at a holiday 
gathering.

Pym ordered Apple to build 
special software that would es-
sentially act as a skeleton key 
capable of  unlocking the phone.

But hours later, in a statement 
by its chief  executive, Tim Cook, 
Apple announced its refusal to 
comply. The move sets up a legal 
showdown between the compa-
ny, which says it is eager to pro-
tect the privacy of  its customers, 
and law enforcement author-

CEO: Bypassing security 
features of shooter’s 
phone ‘too dangerous’ 
By KATIE BENNER 
AND ERIC LICHTBLAU
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO APPLE » PAGE A2

Council looks at rental rehab program
With Healdsburg officials reminded 

by activists at nearly every meeting 
about the high cost of  housing, the 
City Council is considering a novel 
program that would loan landlords 
money for critical repairs to their 
properties as long as they didn’t exor-
bitantly raise rents. 

“It’s a great first effort,” Mayor Tom 
Chambers said of  the rental unit re-
habilitation program that would give 

landlords as much as $3,500  per unit 
for repairs, up to a maximum of  three 
units per property owner, if  they don’t 
raise the rent more than 3 percent an-
nually during that period.

“I like the concept,” Councilwoman 
Brigitte Manselle said, adding, “I want 
to make sure we’re actually helping 
people who can’t afford to stay here.”

City Manager David Mickaelian 
said the idea is similar to a program 
begun a few years ago in which busi-
ness owners were given grants to im-
prove their building facades. That pro-

gram relied on state redevelopment 
funds from programs that have since 
been dissolved.

But Mickaelian believes the city 
can find the money for the rental unit 
rehabilitation program, although it 
will have to wait until after the annu-
al budget review in the spring and for 
details to be refined.

“It’s one tool in the toolbox we’re 
looking at,” he said of  the city’s effort 
to address housing affordability.

A crew from 
Atlas Tree 
Surgery cuts 
limbs from 
redwood trees 
Wednesday as 
work on the 
reunification 
of Santa Rosa’s 
Old Courthouse 
Square gets 
underway. 
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By CLARK MASON
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Tom 
Chambers 
Healdsburg mayor  
calls rental plan “a 
great first effort.”

HEALDSBURG » HOUSING CRUNCH
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IDENTIFYING MARK: Deputy Jose Acevedo of the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office on Wednesday etches a numeric code on a weather station at the Denner Ranch in 
Santa Rosa as part of an effort to thwart farm equipment thefts, which amounted to more than $3 million in losses over the past four years.

Fighting rural crime
SONOMA COUNTY » Program marking farm equipment 
with unique numbers deters thefts, aids in items’ recovery 

Sonoma County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Jose Acevedo fired up an 
engraver Wednesday morn-

ing and began etching a unique 
number on the metal casing of  a 
cannon used to shoo birds away 
from the Denner family’s grape-
vines.

Brian Denner had brought a 
load of  equipment, from weed 
wackers to ATVs, to the side of  a 
one-way dirt road on his family’s 
property. There, he met with 
deputies from the rural crimes 
task force who etched, branded 
and punched a unique number 

given to his family onto the items 
as a way to prevent their theft 
or help track them if  they do get 
stolen.

“We keep it locked up, but you 
never know,” said Denner, 28, who 
manages the 42-acre vineyard 
on the sprawling ranch near the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa.

More than $3 million in farm 
equipment has been reported 
stolen in unincorporated Sonoma 
County over the past four years, 
according to the Sheriff’s Office.

The numbers illustrate the 
financial toll on the county’s 
rural residents when thieves haul 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

TURN TO RURAL » PAGE A5
HEADS UP: Tags are placed on farm equipment 
alerting potential thieves that the items are marked.

YEARLY 
LOSSES
Estimated value 
of stolen equip-
ment reported 
to the Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s 
Office, per fiscal 
year*:
2014-15: $846,725
2013-14: $575,471
2012-13: $713,118
2011-12: $964,970

*Fiscal year 
runs from July 1 
through June 30


