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EPA adversary OK’d to lead agency
Scott Pruitt, Oklahoma
attorney general, has sued
the department repeatedly

cy for its efforts to regulate mercury,
smog and other forms of pollution.
By day’s end, he had been sworn in
as the agency’s new leader, setting
off a struggle over what the EPA will
become in the Trump era.
Pruitt begins what is likely to be
a controversial tenure with a clear
set of goals. He has been outspoken
in his view, widely shared by Republicans, that the EPA zealously overstepped its legal authority under
President Barack Obama, saddling

By BRADY DENNIS
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Scott Pruitt
woke up Friday morning as Oklahoma’s attorney general, a post he had
used for six years to repeatedly sue
the Environmental Protection Agen-
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service
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the fossil-fuel industry with unnecessary and onerous regulations.
But rolling back the environmental actions of the previous administration won’t happen quickly or
easily.
Even if President Donald Trump
issues executive orders aimed at undoing Obama initiatives to combat
climate change, oversee waterways
and wetlands and slash pollution
from power plants — as he is expected to do as early as next week — ex-

isting regulations won’t disappear
overnight.
To reverse or revamp existing
rules around vehicle fuel standards,
mercury pollution or a range of
other environmental issues, Pruitt
would have to repeat the lengthy
bureaucratic process that generated
them. Other initiatives, such as the
so-called Clean Power Plan aimed
at regulating emissions from power
TURN TO EPA » PAGE A8
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Council OKs addition of
small antennas on city
utility, streetlight poles
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Slow speeds, dropped cellphone calls and spotty reception on wireless networks in
the Santa Rosa area have over
the years frustrated residents
and hurt business recruitment
while landing the city on a list
of 125 American metropolitan
areas with the worst urban coverage.
Now, in a bid to boost 4G connectivity, Verizon Wireless and
other service providers have
been given approval to fit utility
and streetlight poles in the city
of Santa Rosa with small antennas.
“We were ranked fourth
worst in the country out of 125
cities just a few years ago,” said
Eric McHenry, head of Santa
Rosa’s Information Technology Department, referring to a
2016 study on cellphone network
speed and reliability by the analytic firm RootMetrics.
Verizon reached out to the
city after the study’s publication, and on Tuesday, Christal
Canada, a Verizon representative, told the City Council that
the service provider wanted to
turn those numbers around by
installing 75 “small cell” units
on city-owned light poles and
other public infrastructure in
business districts and neighborhoods over the next three years.
The antennas are about 5 feet
tall and are mounted atop the
poles.
Verizon began rolling out the
small cells nationwide three
years ago. Before the new technology could be deployed in
Santa Rosa, the City Council
had to first amend city code.
Policy adopted by the city in
2000 and amended in 2015 re-
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Volunteer dentist Gina Fontana applies a fluoride varnish treatment Friday to the teeth of transitional kindergartener Allan Valencia while his
classmates act as assistants at Brook Hill Elementary School in Santa Rosa.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

O

Volunteer dental hygienist checks the teeth of a transitional
kindergarten student at Brook Hill Elementary School in Santa Rosa.

ne by one, the students
in Michelle Meislahn’s
transitional kindergarten class at Brook Hill
Elementary School sat in front
of Santa Rosa dentist Gina
Fontana on Friday afternoon.
Some of them were a little
nervous and fidgeted in the
makeshift dental seat, a small,
pink classroom chair. But
almost instantly, they were put
at ease by Fontana’s chair-side
manner.
The 5-year-olds willingly
opened their mouths and allowed her to check for cavities,
gum swelling and infection.

Soon, Fontana had attracted
a cadre of young assistants to
help her with the next student
screening.
“It tastes like your teeth
are getting stronger, doesn’t
it?” Fontana said to one of the
students after she applied a
fluoride varnish to his teeth.
Friday’s screenings at Brook
Hill were part of a schoolbased pilot program aimed at
improving the dental health
of students before they enter
school. About 60 kindergarten
and pre-K kids were screened
during the two-hour dental
health assessment effort,
which was organized by SonoTURN TO DENTISTS » PAGE A2
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Guard weighed for immigrant roundup
IMMIGRATION » Draft plan
dated Jan. 25, same day as
president’s executive order
By GARANCE BURKE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The White House distanced itself
Friday from a Department of Homeland Security draft proposal to use the
National Guard to round up unauthorized immigrants, but lawmakers said
the document offers insight into the
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Trump administration’s internal efforts to enact its promised crackdown
on illegal immigration.
Administration officials said the
proposal, which called for mobilizing
up to 100,000 troops in 11 states, was
rejected, and would not be part of
plans to carry out President Donald
Trump’s aggressive immigration policy.
If implemented, the National Guard
idea, contained in an 11-page memo
obtained by the Associated Press,
could have led to enforcement action
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against millions of immigrants living
nowhere near the Mexican border.
Four states that border on Mexico
were included in the proposal — California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas — but it also encompassed seven
states contiguous to those four — Oregon, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana.
Despite the AP’s public release of
the document, White House spokesman Sean Spicer said there was “no
TURN TO IMMIGRATION » PAGE A2
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MONICA ALMEIDA / NEW YORK TIMES, 2007

National Guard troops patrol the U.S.-Mexico border
near Nogales, Arizona.
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