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No 911 protocol for firestorm
OCTOBER WILDFIRES » Inundated dispatchers not
trained for disaster of that scale, had to improvise
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The woman was desperate to
get down the hill with her two
children and her father, still
weak after open-heart surgery,
before the wildfire burned her
family’s home in the Sonoma
Valley. Flames blocked their one

route out on narrow Nuns Canyon Road.
She called 911 — “I feel like
we’re trapped on Nuns Canyon
here so I’m, I’m just fearing for
my family,” the woman said.
The dispatcher was sympathetic but had no advice to give.
Dozens of other 911 calls were
coming in.

Trump
tellingly
silent on
Russia

“What can we do?” the woman pushed, the urgency in her
voice clear. “There’s a house up
higher …”
The dispatcher interrupted
and said she had to put her on
hold.
Six massive fires and a
half-dozen
smaller
blazes
erupted that night of Oct. 8 and
burned simultaneously out of
control across Sonoma, Napa,
Mendocino and Lake counties.
Yet Sonoma County emergency

dispatchers were unprepared
and understaffed for the unprecedented disaster, with few
answers to give the hundreds of
people calling their Santa Rosa
headquarters in the chaotic first
hours, according to records of
the calls and interviews with top
emergency officials.
Many of the callers were terrified, like the woman recorded
in the call from Nuns Canyon
Road.
But the dispatchers had not

been trained on how to coach
people trapped by wildfires, particularly ones as large, numerous and unpredictable as those
in the October firestorm that
killed 24 people in Sonoma County and destroyed 5,130 homes.
The international accreditation
organization that provides the
training materials for dispatchers had no protocol for that type
of life-or-death scenario.
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“We’re looking at every kind of possible reduction. This is a great
opportunity to retool what you’re doing and become more efficient.”

Budget gaps squeeze
county school districts

DAVID ALEXANDER, superintendent of Piner-Olivet Union School District in Santa Rosa

ANALYSIS » President
sends message by not
denouncing meddling
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — After more
than a dozen Russians and three
companies were indicted Friday for interfering in the 2016
elections, President Donald
Trump’s first reaction was to
claim personal vindication:
“The
Trump
campaign did
nothing wrong
— no collusion!” he wrote
on Twitter.
He voiced no
concern that a
Donald
foreign power
Trump
had been trying for nearly
INSIDE
four years to
■ When it came
upend U.S. deto creating rifts,
mocracy, much
Russians liked
less resolve to
Facebook / B1
stop it from
continuing to do so this year.
The indictment secured by the
special counsel, Robert Mueller, underscored the broader
conclusion by the U.S. government that Russia is engaged in
a virtual war against the United
TURN TO ANALYSIS » PAGE A2
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EDUCATORS IN LIMBO: Teacher Jolene Johnson, center, leads students through a dance routine for a show during a class at El Molino High School in Sebastopol.
Facing a $1.2 million budget shortfall, West Sonoma County Union High School District may eliminate dance and woodworking classes at the Forestville school.

Fewer students,
higher costs mean
program cuts and
staff reductions

SANDY HOOK LESSONS

Using state
laws to curb
gun violence

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ

By LISA W. FODERARO
AND KRISTIN HUSSEY

J
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In the aftermath of the rampage at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut, where 20 children and six
educators were killed in 2012,
state lawmakers set out to draft
some of the toughest gun measures in the country.
They largely succeeded — significantly expanding an existing ban on the sale of assault
weapons, prohibiting the sale
of magazines with more than 10
rounds and requiring the registration of existing assault rifles
and higher-capacity magazines.
The state also required background checks for all firearms
sales and created a registry of
weapons offenders, including

olene Johnson uses ballet, hiphop, jazz and modern dance to
teach students about creativity,
teamwork and perseverance.
But two of her three dance classes
now face the budget ax at El Molino
High School. If they are eliminated,
leaving Johnson with a part-time job,
the dance teacher would be forced to
leave the Forestville campus.
“I couldn’t stay there,” Johnson
said. “I couldn’t afford to live where
I am, in Sonoma County, with only
60 percent of my income.”
El Molino and Analy high schools
could lose more than three dozen
class offerings and their seven-period school days as the West Sonoma
County Union High School District
seeks to close a $1.2 million budget
shortfall.
The financial challenges squeezing the Sebastopol district are being

felt in districts across Sonoma
County.
Despite a growing economy and
Gov. Jerry Brown’s pledge to provide an additional $3 billion to K-12
schools for the coming year, Sonoma
County school districts are bracing
for millions in spending cuts. Facing
declining enrollment and ballooning

costs for employee health care and
pensions, district officials say they’ll
have to cut staff, increase class sizes
and scale back course offerings to
close the budget gaps.
School trustees across the county
are already making the tough calls

HONING
HIS CRAFT: Jordan
Pennington carves
a wooden spoon
during a woodshop
class, which could
be cut, at El Molino
High School.
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