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Warm waters cited in sea lion strandings
Scientists: Conditions make
prey hard to find for moms,
leaving pups hungry, alone
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

An intensifying spate of sea
lion strandings on the California coast is likely caused by a
shift in winds that has warmed
coastal waters, making prey

scarce for sea lion mothers and
interfering with their ability to
feed their pups, federal scientists said Wednesday.
The announcement marked
the clearest answer yet to what
might be affecting the sea lions,
hundreds of which have come
ashore malnourished and severely underweight in recent
months.
With more than 940 animals,
mostly pups, already admitted
to rehabilitative care over the

A sea lion
swims at the
Marine
Mammal
Center in
Sausalito.
More than
940 sea lions
have been
admitted for
rehab care in
recent weeks
statewide.

past several weeks, the state’s
marine mammal centers are
nearing capacity and running
through resources, said Justin
Viezbicke, California Stranding
Network Coordinator for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association.
Many sea lions won’t be saved.
Yet NOAA scientists said the
situation is less alarming than
would appear and doesn’t look
to be tied to a disease or new
CRISTA JEREMIASON / The Press Democrat
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AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS

Renters’ waiting game

Final
guilty plea
in Rancho
scandal
Petaluma slaughterhouse
co-owner admits distributing
meat from diseased cows
By PAUL PAYNE
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Julio Quinonez and his fiancee, Michelle Ramirez, wait in line Wednesday outside the USA Properties Fund office on West College
Avenue in Santa Rosa to apply to rent a unit at the new Tierra Springs Apartments, below, under construction in southeast Santa Rosa.

The co-owner of a now-defunct
Petaluma slaughterhouse at the
center of last year’s nationwide
recall of 8.7 million pounds of
beef pleaded guilty Wednesday
to being part of a conspiracy to
avoid inspections and distribute
meat from diseased cows, including those with eye cancer.
Jesse “Babe” Amaral Jr.,
who operated Rancho Feeding
Corp., became the fourth and final defendant to admit criminal
wrongdoing in a scandal that
rocked the custom beef world
and drew attention to practices
of federal meat regulators.
The plea, which exposes Amaral to a maximum of 28 years in
prison, brings to a close a dark
chapter of Sonoma County agricultural history.
“The Sonoma County agriculture industry is glad to see
an end to the troubling investigation of Rancho and move
on,” said Tim Tesconi, executive
director of the Sonoma County
TURN TO RANCHO, PAGE A7

175 people line up, many camping out
for 2 nights, to apply for 42 units in SR

Bid for guns
on campus
to deter rape

By ROBERT DIGITALE
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT
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By ALAN SCHWARZ

Santa Rosa Ave.

anya Chretien camped out two straight nights in a line
of people that stretched down a Santa Rosa sidewalk
Wednesday morning, hoping to snare an apartment with
subsidized rents in a new complex under construction in southeast Santa Rosa.
In all, 175 people lined up this week on West College Avenue
seeking one of the 42 units that will become available this spring
at the Tierra Springs Apartments. Some who succeed may end
up paying less than half the rent they would be charged at a
market-rate apartment in Sonoma County.
For housing experts and apartment seekers, the long lines
demonstrated once again the strong demand for affordable
housing in Sonoma County and the difficulty of obtaining a
place that offers below-market rents.
“A lot of people are in need of a home,” said Chretien, who
lined up at 3:30 p.m. Monday for a chance to rent one of the
apartments. “They spend years waiting and it’s only gotten
worse.”
While would-be home buyers sometimes lined up in the
heyday of the housing bubble a decade ago, the idea of renters
queuing overnight was for many a new occurrence.
“I haven’t seen anything like this,” said the city Housing
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HOUSING HUNT
■ Tierra Springs rents set on
a sliding scale. A family of
four making up to $49,560
would pay up to $1,240 a
month for three bedrooms.
■ Average apartment rent in
county in December: $1,567
■ Rents have climbed nearly
30 percent in three years.
ONLINE: For more photos
and a video from the wait
line for Tierra Springs, go to
pressdemocrat.com

As gun rights advocates push
to legalize firearms on college
campuses, an argument is taking shape: Arming female students will help reduce sexual
assaults.
Support for campus-carry
laws had been hard to muster
despite efforts by proponents to
argue that armed students and
faculty members could prevent
mass shootings like the one at
Virginia Tech in 2007. The carrying of concealed firearms on
college campuses is banned in
41 states by law or by university
policy. Carrying guns openly is
TURN TO GUNS, PAGE A7

Business E1
Classified E3
Cohn
C1

Comics
E8
Crossword E7
Editorial B4

Lotto
A2
Movies
E7
Obituaries B3

Smith
A2
State news A4
TV
C5

CASH SAVED AT PUMP STAYING IN POCKETS:

Despite gas prices being lowest in five years,
consumers haven’t increased spending / E1

SANTA ROSA
High 69, Low 43
THE WEATHER, B6

©2015
The Press
Democrat

