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Many Sonoma County resi-
dents are accustomed to opening 
their winter energy bills with a 
mixture of  fear and loathing.

But this year, a perfect storm 
of  rate increases has dramati-
cally ramped up the angst.

Local ratepayers are report-
ing that their energy bills have 
soared and, in some cases, are 
higher than ever. Some blame 
PG&E or Sonoma Clean Pow-
er for what they interpret as 
price-gouging. Others view it 
as the work of  dark and unseen 
forces in the market.

“Criminal. Call the authori-
ties!” one Petaluma man post-
ed to a Facebook thread that 
seethed with contempt for pow-
er providers.

A combination of  factors are 

behind the sharp bill increas-
es. That includes PG&E raising 
rates for customers by an aver-
age of  7 percent, so that the typ-
ical homeowner using 500  kilo-
watt-hours per month is paying 
$97.14, up from $89.56 in 2015.

The average residential cus-
tomer is paying $50.07 per month 
for natural gas, compared with 
$48.10 last year.

State power regulators also 
granted PG&E the authority to 
raise an obscure fee that applies 
solely to customers of  clean 

power ventures, including Sono-
ma Clean Power. That fee went 
up 6 percent.

Combined, Sonoma Clean 
Power customers — who com-
prise 90 percent of  the county’s 
electricity market — saw rate 
increases of  13  percent to start 
the year. Throw in seasonal ad-
justments tied to colder winter 
months, and it all adds up to a 
megawatt of  pocketbook pain.

“It’s a sad combination of  

Payers steaming over energy bills
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Surging rates spark flood 
of outrage at PG&E, 
Sonoma Clean Power
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Porn industry gets pass on condom use

3 FACTORS BEHIND RATES
A combination of factors are behind 
surging energy bills in the county. 

 ■ PG&E raised rates for customers by 
an average of 7 percent.

 ■ State power regulators granted 
PG&E the authority to raise an obscure 
fee by 6 percent, appliing solely to 
customers of clean power ventures, 
including Sonoma Clean Power.

 ■ Sonoma Clean Power customers 
— who comprise 90 percent of the 
county’s electricity market — saw rate 
increases of 13 percent at start of year.

LOS ANGELES — State of-
ficials in charge of  workplace 
safety voted down a proposal 
Thursday that would have put 
condoms on porn actors, heed-
ing the call of  scores of  indus-
try officials who said doing so 
would force them to make films 
nobody would watch.

The state Division of  Occupa-
tional Safety and Health’s Stan-
dards Board voted the measure 
down when only three mem-
bers supported it, Cal/Osha 
spokeswoman Julia Bernstein 
said. Four yes votes from the 
seven-member board were re-
quired for passage. The vote was 
3-2 in favor, with one member 
absent and one board position 
currently open.

The board now will begin con-
sidering a new worker-safety 
measure for the porn industry, 
Bernstein said.

Board members appeared in-
fluenced by the dozens of  porn 
industry representatives who 
filed to the dais during a pub-
lic hearing in Oakland to ar-
gue forcefully but politely that 
adopting the condom measure 
would either destroy their mul-

tibillion-industry or force it 
underground. Doing the latter, 
they said, could make it more 
dangerous to performers by 
eliminating safeguards such as 
the industry’s requirement that 
actors be tested every 14 days for 
sexually transmitted diseases.

“I know you guys work really 
hard and have our best interests 

By JOHN ROGERS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Hunt for 
gunman 
in SR 
slaying

A 27-year-old Santa Rosa man 
was shot and killed Wednesday 
night by an unknown gunman 
in front of  the east Santa Rosa 
apartment complex where he 
lived, police said. 

Reginal Dewayne Burt was 
found lying on the pavement in 
the 1300 block of  Townview Av-
enue at about 7:45 p.m. Wednes-
day, Santa Rosa Police Sgt. Josh 
Ludtke said. 

Three 911 callers reported 
hearing what sounded like gun-
shots in the area, quickly fol-
lowed by a driver who reported 
seeing a body on the street, Ludt-
ke said. Burt suffered from what 
appeared to be multiple gunshot 
wounds. He died at the scene.  

Burt grew up in Santa Rosa 

By GUY KOVNER  
AND JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Man, 27, shot multiple 
times and dies outside 
apartment complex
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“When you criminalize sex work in any way, you make it more dangerous.”
SIOUXSIEQ, porn actress who reports on the industry for various publications
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RISING FROM DORMANCY: Pinot vines break their winter hibernation Thursday in a vineyard near Windsor, marking the start of the growing season.

Awakening bodes well

T ouring a Russian River Valley 
vineyard southwest of  Windsor 
in late January, Jeff Magnasco 

observed nothing unusual, just rows 
and rows of  pinot noir vines still slum-
bering in winter dormancy.

Returning to the same location last 
week, Magnasco was stunned to see 
tiny green leaves protruding from 
several of  the same vines. A blast of  

springlike temperatures in the preced-
ing days had brought the vineyard out 
of  hibernation.

“It’s just amazing how things took 
off,” Magnasco, a grower relations 
representative for J Vineyards and 
Winery, said Thursday at the vineyard 
off Starr Road.

The new growth portends the 
official start of  the 2016 grape-growing 
season, one that is eagerly anticipated 
following the North Coast’s smallest 
harvest in four years. While it’s way 

too early to say how this year’s crop 
ultimately will shape up, the fact bud 
break appears to be coming on a more 
normal schedule than in recent years 
is reason for optimism.

“For the North Coast, having a 
normal growing season means bloom, 
fruit set and ripening for the most 
part occur when expected and without 
a problem,” said Rhonda Smith, the 
viticulture farm adviser for the UC 

On-schedule new growth lifts hope for wine grape season
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY » VINE BUDS BREAKING

Billy & Elissa Andre
Lead Pastors

From the planning stages of The Bridge, our desire is to 
be a church with multiple campuses throughout Sonoma 
County. We are excited to announce our newest campus: 
The Bridge Larkfield! We would love for you to join us!

Sunday mornings at 11a
Redwood Adventist Academy

385 Mark West Springs Rd.

SERVICE TIMES CONTACT INFO
707-575-3507

thebridgeconnects.org


