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TOUGH TALK: President 
Trump warns Venezuelan 
military to lift blockade, 
allow emergency supplies 
into country  / A5

INSIDE

States 
sue over 
Trump’s
order

WASHINGTON — A coalition 
of  16 Democratic-controlled 
states, including California and 
New York, on Monday chal-
lenged President Donald Trump 
in court over his plan to use 
emergency powers to spend bil-
lions of  dollars on his border 
wall.

The lawsuit is part of  a con-
stitutional confrontation that 
Trump set off on Friday when 
he declared that he would spend 
billions of  dollars more on bor-
der barriers than Congress had 
granted him. The clash raises 
questions over congressional 
control of  spending, the scope 
of  emergency powers granted 
to the president, and how far the 
courts are willing to go to settle 
such a dispute.

The suit, filed in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco, argues 
that the president does not have 
the power to divert funds for 
constructing a wall along the 
Mexican border because it is 
Congress that controls spend-
ing.

Xavier Becerra, the attorney 
general of  California, said in 
an interview that the president 
himself  had undercut his argu-
ment that there was an emer-
gency in the border.

“Probably the best evidence 
is the president’s own words,” 
he said, referring to Trump’s 
speech on Feb. 15 announcing 
his plan: “I didn’t need to do this, 
but I’d rather do it much faster.”

The lawsuit, California et al. 
v. Trump et al., says that the 

Oakland diocese names suspect priests 

OAKLAND — In a move 
aimed at reassuring parishio-
ners amid renewed scrutiny of  
the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Diocese of  Oakland named 
45 priests Monday who had been 
credibly accused over the years 
of  sexually abusing children 
within its bounds.

The Oakland diocese, which 
spans Alameda and Contra Cos-

ta counties, is the third 
in the Bay Area to take 
the extraordinary step, 
following similar moves 
by the Diocese of  San-
ta Rosa in January and 
the Diocese of  San Jose 
in October. Dioceses in 
Stockton and San Di-
ego also have publicly 
named accused priests, 
and the Archdiocese of  
San Francisco, which 
once encompassed Oak-
land and San Jose, is consider-
ing doing so as well.

Bishop Michael Barber called 
the release an “Act of  Contri-
tion” in a Monday letter to pa-
rishioners.

“These are monstrous 
crimes, committed by 
priests who are sup-
posed to model virtue 
and grace, not sin and 
harm,” Barber wrote. 
“My first reaction in 
seeing the list of  names 
of  priests who have 
abused, is one of  deep 
shame. … I hope this 
will help bring healing 
to those who have suf-
fered.”

The list includes 20 dioce-
san priests accused of  abusing 
a total of  174 children. It also 
includes three priests from 
other dioceses and 22 priests, 
deacons or brothers affiliated 

with religious orders like the 
Salesians and Franciscans who 
had worked within the Oakland 
diocese. Unlike the San Jose di-
ocese, Oakland did not describe 
the allegations.

Victim advocates said five of  
those named had not been iden-
tified before — diocesan priests 
Thomas Duong Binh-Minh, 
Hilary Cooper, Patrick Finneg-
an and Daniel McLeod, plus 
Virendra Coutts, a member of  
the Salesians of  Don Bosco reli-
gious order.

Others have been known for 
years, like Monsignor Vincent 
Breen, who was accused of  

Emergency declaration 
to bypass Congress spurs 
legal action by 16 states

Catholic bishop lists 45 
clergy credibly accused 
of child sex abuse
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Syphilis cases spike in county

Despite aggressive public 
health efforts to halt the spread 
of  syphilis, the number of  syphi-
lis cases in Sonoma County con-
tinues to grow at an alarming 
rate — nearly 48 percent in the 

past year. 
The local increase mirrors the 

findings in a national report last 
week that shows a growing link 
between drug use and the inci-
dence of  syphilis among women 
and heterosexual men.

“We have been chasing this 
quite doggedly and have put in 
a lot of  effort,” said Dr. Karen 

Holbrook, the county’s interim 
health officer. “We do have a lot 
of  STDs (sexually transmitted 
diseases) in Sonoma and the 
trends are going up, but that is 
not specific to the county but 
aligns with California and the 
U.S.”

The number of  syphilis cases 
in Sonoma County went from 
41  in 2013 to a projected 231 in 
2018 — about a 460 percent in-
crease, according to county 
public health data reported to 

the state. 
 The county’s public health 

division released a health advi-
sory on its website on Jan.  29, 
citing the soaring number of  
syphilis cases, with women of  
childbearing age being a big 
concern.

Women at that age who con-
tract syphilis put their own 
health at risk as well as their 
babies’ health, and the disease 

PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS » Experts link venereal 
disease’s latest spread to drug use and homelessness
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COUNTY SYPHILIS CASES
Homelessness and drug use have been 
linked to a spike in the sexually 
transmitted disease. 
Year Total Cases 
2013 41 
2014 63 
2015 94 
2016 74 
2017 153 
2018 231 (projected)
Source: Sonoma County Public Health 
Division
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Jose Luis Rodriguez plays with his daughters, Diana Rodriguez, 10 months, and Guadalupe Rodriguez, 6, while his wife, Yesenia Silva, cooks dinner 
on Thursday at their home in the Healdsburg Glen Apartments.

Fury over housing funds
HEALDSBURG » Public anger erupts at city officials, who spent a third of 
$1.3 million in tax revenue for creating affordable homes on staff salaries 

Housing advocates in Healdsburg 
are growing increasingly critical 
of  how the city is spending money 

from a tax increase intended to add to 
the supply of  affordable housing for local 
workers.

Nearly a third of  the money from the 
2016 voter-approved tax on hotel visitors 
has been spent on salaries and benefits for 
city staffers who oversee housing services, 
drawing complaints from residents who 
want the city to spend more on projects 
that will increase the number of  housing 
units in Healdsburg.

Their frustration boiled over at a City 
Council meeting earlier this month after 
the new owner of  a small apartment 
complex downtown terminated the leases 
of  low-income tenants in order to renovate 
the units. That left advocates questioning 
why the city did not have the money to 
buy the Piper Street apartment complex 
when it came on the market — it sold for 
$2.96 million — and prevent the displace-
ments.

Former Mayor Brigette Mansell joined 
other angry Healdsburg residents at the 
Feb. 4 City Council meeting in calling on 
her former colleagues to stop spending 
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MEASURE S
Measure S, a tax on hotel visitors approved by 
Healdsburg voters in 2016 to increase the supply of 
affordable housing, has generated $1.3 million over 
the past two years. Nearly a third of the money has 
been spent on salaries and benefits for city staffers 
who oversee housing services.
 Revenues Staff Expenditures % 
2016-17 $253,709 $102,067 40.2 
2017-18 $611,347 $167,168 27.3 
2018-19 $852,882* $238,338* 27.9 
2019-20 $931,223* $249,363* 26.8 
4-year total $2,649,161* $756,936* 28.6

* Projected amount


