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Feds warn hoverboard industry
Makers of scooters linked to
52 fires told to heed safety
standards or face crackdown
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Hoverboard manufacturers, importers and retailers were put on notice this week by the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission to start
following voluntary safety standards
or face product seizures and possible

recalls.
The self-balancing scooters have
started 52 fires reported to the
commission since Dec. 1 across the
country, including a January blaze
at a Santa Rosa home that killed
two dogs. The scooters also sparked
smaller fires in Ukiah and Petaluma.
“Self-balancing scooters that do
not meet these voluntary safety standards pose an unreasonable risk of
fire to consumers,” Richard Howell,
acting director of the commission’s
office of compliance and field operations, said in a letter sent Thursday

to manufacturers, retailers and distributors.
“Consumers risk serious injury or
death if their self-balancing scooters
ignite and burn,” he said.
The standards Howell referred
to were developed by Underwriters
Laboratories, a company that tests
products for safety and is widely
known for the “UL” seal found on
items ranging from electric heaters
to power drills and hearing aids.
On Feb. 2, Underwriters Laboratories announced safety standards
and a certification process for hover-

boards, inviting companies to submit
scooters for testing and certification.
John Drengenberg, UL’s consumer safety director, said that the standards cover the entire scooter, from
labeling to the types of materials
used. Once a company submits its
product for testing, it agrees to allow UL inspectors to conduct unannounced inspections at their factories, which they can do at factories
anywhere in the world.
Drengenberg said they also “agTURN TO HOVERBOARD » PAGE A2

FIRE
DANGER
■ Hoverboards
have been linked
to 52 fires in the
U.S. since Dec. 1.
■ Three fires
have been reported on the North
Coast, including
one that caused
$250,000 in damage and the death
of two dogs.

US raises
heat in
Apple
fight

“You might be saving at the pump, but your wealth is going away.”

Save now, pay later
ROBERT EYLER, a Sonoma State University economics professor

Feds urge judge to
quickly compel tech giant
to help unlock iPhone
By BRIAN BENNETT
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Ricky Shuman gets gas Friday at the Chevron station on Steele Lane in Santa Rosa. Shuman said of the low prices, “I think it’s great. It’s awesome.”

Cheap gas a boon for drivers, but 401(k) accounts taking a hit
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

R

icky Shuman was thrilled to gas up Friday at the
Chevron station on Steele Lane near the freeway,
where a gallon of regular was $2.15.
“I think it’s great. It’s awesome,” he said. “You get an
almost full tank for about half as much as you used to.”
His recall is accurate: Santa Rosa gas prices peaked
at $4.65 in October 2012 and in April 2014 the statewide
average price was $4.25.
But if Shuman happens to be one of the 76.6 million
participants in a 401(k) employer-sponsored retirement
savings plan — nearly one in three American adults
— the sweet deal at the pump is probably souring his
financial future.
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A gallon of regular gas was $2.15 on Friday at the Chevron
station on Steele Lane in Santa Rosa.

WASHINGTON — The battle
over Apple’s refusal to give the
FBI the tools to unlock a terrorist’s smartphone escalated sharply Friday when the government
urged a federal judge to immediately compel the tech giant to
comply, arguing that it appears
more concerned with marketing
strategy than national security.
In a 35-page filing aimed at public opinion as much as the judge,
Justice Department lawyers
questioned Apple’s motivation
for defying U.S. Magistrate Judge
Sheri Pym’s order this week to
help the FBI open Syed Rizwan
Farook’s encrypted iPhone 5c.
The government argued Friday that Apple Chief Executive
Tim Cook’s public Feb. 16 letter declaring, “We oppose this
order,” should be taken as the
company’s response.
Apple’s refusal, they wrote,
“appears to be based on its concern for its business model and
public brand marketing strategy,” not a legal rationale.
Apple technicians told investigators they could write the software the FBI wants to unlock
Farook’s phone, and technology
providers previously have written code to comply with subpoenas and court orders, according
to the filing.
“Apple rejected the government’s request, although it conceded that it had the technical
ability to help,” the filing states.
It also says Apple’s public statements have been misleading.
Pym gave Apple until next
Friday to respond, and set a
hearing for March 22 in U.S. District Court for Central District
of California in Riverside.
TURN TO APPLE » PAGE A2

BY THE NUMBERS

$4.65

Santa Rosa gas prices
in October 2012

$2.30

Santa Rosa gas prices
on Friday

$16 million

State motorists’ daily savings
because of 40 cent drop

INSIDE

$4 trillion

RESORTS MOVE FORWARD:

Amount invested
in 401(k)s

Four Seasons to manage
one of two luxury
properties in Calistoga / B8

SANTA ROSA
High 63, Low 35

Missing SR attorney believed dead
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Friends and family of a missing
Santa Rosa attorney are mourning his
loss after the disclosure of a suicide
note that made it clear he intended to
end his life.
A week after Steve Mitchell disappeared, touching off a coastal search
and widespread concern in the com-

munity, investigators said Friday they
now believe Mitchell killed himself.
“The family would like to publicly
acknowledge all those who have expressed their concern, support and
condolences during this very difficult
time,” Mitchell’s older brother, Eureka attorney William Mitchell, said in
an email. “We ask that you please respect the privacy of our family during
this time of grieving.”

Mitchell, 56, who represented local government in a career spanning
three decades, disappeared Saturday
after leaving his Bennett Valley home
to run errands. His parked car was
discovered the next day near a beach
south of Jenner.
An air and ground search turned
up nothing. At some point, a note was
TURN TO ATTORNEY » PAGE A7
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