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MEDICAL EDUCATION:  
Kaiser opening school 
to train future doctors,  
waiving tuition for first 
5 graduating classes / B8

INSIDE

President wants money back

SANTA ROSA

Suspect 
arrested 
in hit 
and run

Hazel Conzet wore a pair of  
cat ears and held tight her blue 
stuffed kitty, Kiki, named after a 
line in the Drake song she was 
singing Tuesday evening out-
side her Santa Rosa house. The 
7-year-old stopped to cover her 
ears, the real ones, when her 
mom, Candace, started talking 
about the crash and the arrest 
they didn’t think would come.

Just over 72 hours earlier, Ha-
zel was hit by a car in the street 
near their home on Louis Krohn 
Drive. She was running to her 
cousin’s house with her brother 
and a friend from their neigh-
borhood off Sebastopol Road. 
She was about halfway across 
when a black sedan swung 
around a corner, striking Hazel 
on the driver’s front side and 
sending her flying about 10 feet  
before she came to a stop nearly 
underneath a parked SUV.

Somehow, Hazel bounced 
right up and kept running. 

The driver didn’t stick 
around, but Santa Rosa police 
said Tuesday they arrested a 
suspect: Dominick Weaver, 29, 
of  Santa Rosa. Police say they 
found him hiding in an upstairs 
bedroom of  a home with the 
black BMW in question parked 
nearby. Weaver was booked into 
the Sonoma County Jail on sus-
picion of  felony hit-and-run and 
for outstanding warrants relat-
ed to previous cases.

A security camera from a 
nearby house captured the crash 
and its aftermath Saturday, 
showing the driver beginning 
to leave. Hazel was taken to the 

LOS ANGELES — The fate 
of California’s high-speed rail 
project was cast into further 
doubt Tuesday when the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation an-

nounced plans to cancel $929 mil-
lion in grant funds, a move that 
some viewed as political payback.

The action marks an escala-
tion in the battle between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and the state 
of California since Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said last week that the 
project lacked a path to complete 
a statewide system and vowed 
to scale back the $77 billion me-
ga-project.

The Transportation Depart-
ment also said it was “actively 

exploring every legal option” to 
get back an additional $2.5 billion 
grant that is being used to finance 
the construction of 119 miles of 
rail line in the Central Valley.

The two federal grants repre-
sent about one-fourth of all the 
funding for the project to date 
— money critical to completing 
the Central Valley portion and 
finishing environmental reviews 
for other segments between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 

If  the funds are lost or tied up 

in a long legal battle, the state 
would probably have to either 
make up the money elsewhere or 
further curtail the project.

Newsom on Tuesday vowed 
to block the move, arguing that 
it was political payback by the 
Trump administration.

“It’s no coincidence that the 
Administration’s threat comes 
24 hours after California led 
16 states in challenging the  

Trump administration 
wants state to return 
$2.5B for high-speed rail
By RALPH VARTABEDIAN 
AND MATTHEW ORMSETH
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Girl, 7, survives being 
struck by black sedan, 
sent flying 10 feet
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Donald
Trump
President says 
funds would be 
better used to 
build border wall.

Gavin
Newsom
Governor says 
California  
will fight to keep 
train funding.
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Sixth-graders Kim Vu, 11, right, and Nathan Romero, 11, work with teacher James Showalter-Garcia on math Feb. 13 at Schaefer Elementary 
School. Officials at Schaefer, in Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park, attributed some of the school’s troubles to lost instruction time after the 2017 Tubbs fire.

12 schools land on list 
of ‘lowest performers’

COUNTY EDUCATION » STATE ASSESSMENT

Twelve Sonoma County schools 
made the state Department of  Ed-
ucation’s list of  lowest-performing 

schools, released quietly this month. 
Among the 12, half  are continuation 

high schools — an alternative for stu-
dents who may have poor attendance, 
drug problems or behavioral issues. 
Two public schools and three public 
charters also made the list, including 
Schaefer Charter School in Santa 

Rosa’s Coffey Park, a neighborhood in 
the process of  rebuilding after the 2017 
Tubbs fire leveled entire streets.

School officials said they aren’t 
surprised their campuses landed on 
the state list, but to keep morale high 
they’re moving forward, leaning on 
community support and social and emo-
tional services for traumatized students. 

“We knew that we lost a lot of  in-
structional time due to the fires,” said 
Kathy Harris, Schaefer principal. “We 

California report documents test scores, graduation rates and more
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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LOW-PERFORMING COUNTY SCHOOLS
The state identified 12 Sonoma County schools as low 
performing. They include:

 ■Dunbar Elementary 
School

 ■ Laguna High School
 ■Windsor Oaks Academy
 ■Montgomery Elementary 

School
 ■ California Virtual 

Academy
 ■ Schaefer Charter School

 ■ Pivot Online 
Charter-North Bay

 ■Gateway to College 
Academy

 ■ Carpe Diem High School
 ■ Sonoma Mountain 

High School
 ■ San Antonio High School
 ■ Ridgway High School
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Sen. Bernie Sanders, the 
Vermont independent and 2016 
Democratic primary runner-up 
whose populist agenda helped 
push the party to the left, 
embarked Tuesday on a second 
run for president, in a bid that 
will test whether he retains his 
anti-establishment appeal or 
loses ground to newer faces who 

have adopted many of  
his ideas.

A professed demo-
cratic socialist whose 
calls for “Medicare for 
all,” a $15 minimum 
wage and tuition-free 
public colleges have be-
come pillars of  the par-
ty’s left wing, Sanders 
joins the race at a time 
when Republicans are trying to 
define the Democratic field and 
its ideas as out of  the political 
mainstream. In Sanders, who 
has not joined the Democratic 
Party, Republicans have an easy 
target to try to make the face of  

the opposition.
But Sanders, 77, starts 

with stronger support 
from small-dollar do-
nors and liberal voters 
than most other candi-
dates. And he is among 
the best-known candi-
dates in a crowded field, 
as well as one of  the 
most outspoken against 

President Donald Trump, whom 
he has repeatedly called a 
“pathological liar” and a “rac-
ist.”

“During our 2016 campaign, 
when we brought forth our pro-
gressive agenda, we were told 

that our ideas were ‘radical’ and 
‘extreme,'” Sanders said Tues-
day in an email to supporters. 
“Three years have come and 
gone. And, as a result of  mil-
lions of  Americans standing up 
and fighting back, all of  these 
policies and more are now sup-
ported by a majority of  Ameri-
cans.”

This time around, Sanders, 
enters the race at a far differ-
ent electoral moment. Much of  
his populist agenda has been 
embraced by other Democrats, 
at a time when many voters are 

Sanders joins crowded presidential field
ELECTION 2020 » Many 
candidates have since 
embraced senator’s ideas
By SYDNEY EMBER
NEW YORK TIMES

Bernie
Sanders


