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Cosby show at Wells Fargo canceled

An upcoming performance by 
comedian Bill Cosby, scheduled for 
June 6 at Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts in Santa Rosa, has been can-
celed amid ongoing allegations of  
sexual misconduct.

More than 30 women have accused 
Cosby, 77, of  sexual assault or rape, 
some going back decades. Cosby has 
denied the accusations. No charges 
have been filed.

A news release from the center 
said the show had been “indefinitely 
postponed,” but Wells Fargo Center 
Marketing Director Kyle Clausen 
said no new date has been discussed. 
The release said the postponement 
of  the Wells Fargo Center show is by 
mutual agreement between Cosby 
tour promoter John Low of  Palo Alto 
and Cosby.

Phone messages and emails to 
Low seeking further comment were 
not returned.

The Wells Fargo Center had sold 
565 tickets so far for the show in the 
center’s main theater, which seats 
more than 1,600, Clausen said.

Ticket holders will receive re-
funds. Prior to the show’s cancella-
tion announcement, the center had 
provided refunds on Cosby tickets 
to about 10 patrons who request-
ed them. Tickets were priced from 
$69 to $99.

Wells Fargo Center had a rental 

contract for the show and was not in-
volved in the decision not to hold the 
June 6 performance, Clausen said.

“We were informed Thursday by 
Mr. Low. That’s all we know about 
it.” Clausen said. “We had had feed-
back from roughly 50 people, both 
bad and good, about the Cosby show, 
and we passed those comments on to 
Mr. Low.”

Clausen declined to discuss wheth-
er the cancellation and the ticket re-
funds involve a serious financial loss 
for the center. Nor would he disclose 

Venue: June 6 performance  
‘indefinitely postponed’; more 

than 500 tickets to be refunded
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Antarctica: A treasure chest for scientists

DECEPTION ISLAND, Antarctica 
— Earth’s past, present and future 
come together here on the northern 
peninsula of  Antarctica, the wildest, 
most desolate and mysterious of  its 
continents.

Clues to answering humanity’s 
most basic questions are locked in 
this continental freezer the size of  
the United States and half  of  Cana-

da: Where did we come from? Are we 
alone in the universe? What’s the fate 
of  our warming planet?

The first explorers set foot in 
Antarctica 194 years ago hunting 
19th-century riches of  whale and seal 
oil and fur, turning tides red with 
blood. Since then, the fist-shaped con-
tinent has proven a treasure chest for 
scientists trying to determine every-
thing from the creation of  the cosmos 
to how high seas will rise with global 
warming.

“It’s a window out to the universe 

and in time,” said Kelly Falkner, polar 
program chief  for the U.S. National 
Science Foundation.

For a dozen days in January, in the 
middle of  the chilly Antarctic sum-
mer, the Associated Press followed sci-
entists from different fields searching 
for alien-like creatures, hints of  pollu-
tion trapped in ancient ice, leftovers 
from the Big Bang, biological quirks 
that potentially could lead to better 
medical treatments, and perhaps most 
of  all, signs of  unstoppable melting. 

NATACHA PISARENKO / Associated Press

Chilean navy officers push away ice by moving 
their boat in circles Jan. 22 as they approach a ship 
to pick up international scientists in Antarctica. TURN TO ANTARCTICA, PAGE A5
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Port 
shutdown 
averted 

with deal

LOS ANGELES — Shipping 
companies and the dockwork-
ers union have reached a ten-
tative deal on a new labor con-
tract, union officials said Friday 
night, staving off a shutdown 
of  29  ports that would have 
choked  off trade through the 
West Coast.

The new agreement, which 
still needs approval from union 
members, should start easing 
severe congestion that’s been 
building for months at the na-
tion’s busiest ports, in Los Ange-
les and Long Beach, along with 
other major gateways. Details of  
the new contract were not im-
mediately available.

The deal alleviates fears of  a 
protracted shutdown that had in-
tensified as negotiations stalled 
on the contract for about 20,000 
dockworkers. In recent weeks, 
the employers — major shipping 
lines and cargo terminal opera-
tors — intermittently halted the 
loading and unloading of  ships 
while accusing the union of  stag-
ing work slowdowns.

Businesses across the nation 
have reported losses because 
imports were trapped on boats 
or exports trapped on land.

Trade experts cautioned that, 
although a new contract will 
help, it won’t quickly resolve 
cargo delays, particularly at Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, which 
together handle roughly 40 per-
cent of  the nation’s incoming 
container cargo.

It will take weeks, if  not 
months, just to clear the current 
backlog, port officials said.

Further, the congestion stems 
in part from issues unrelat-
ed to the labor dispute. Before 

Congestion expected to ease  
pending dockworkers’  

approval of new contract

By ANDREW KHOURI  
and CHRIS KIRKHAM
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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OPTIMAL CONDITIONS: Lab technician Lauren Wynkoop uses tiles and blue LED lights to create an environment hospitable to tiny diatoms that are the food 
for endangered white abalone at the UC Davis Bodega Marine Laboratory in Bodega Bay. Browse a photo gallery from the lab at pressdemocrat.com.

Saving a SpecieS

UC Davis’ Bodega Bay laboratory is home to a program  
that could help restore wild populations of endangered white abalone

BODEGA BAY — The stacks of  
white, water-filled troughs in a small 
building at the UC Davis Bodega Ma-
rine Laboratory offer a bright spot in 
a landscape of  often-grim news about 
California’s marine environment.

Roughly 2,000 tiny white abalone 
almost a year into life here represent 
the promise that an all-but-extinct 
sea mollusk might survive.

The product of  a 4-year-old pro-
gram that began with 18 wild white 
abalone plucked from the ocean 
depths near the Channel Islands 
15 years ago, these small shellfish — 
from pencil-point- to almond-sized — 

are proof  that captive breeding can 
work. Already, descendant abalone 
produced over three spawning sea-
sons in affiliated science labs across 
the state are nearly equal in number 
to those believed to remain in the 
wild, where they are scattered so 
widely they no longer reproduce.

But with greater success in the 
lab each season, and a new round of  
spawning planned in early March, 
scientists in the program say they 
are just a few years away from 
beginning to test the survival of  the 
young abalone out at sea, in hopes of  
eventually restoring some portion of  
the wild population.

“We may not bring it back any-
BRED IN CAPTIVITY: The eyes and mouth, center, of a 
2-year-old white abalone are glimpsed at the UC Davis lab in 
Bodega Bay. The species was listed as endangered in 2001.TURN TO ABALONE, PAGE A5
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