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Little Fawn Covey moves into an apartment south of Cloverdale on Wednesday. She was assisted by the Sonoma County Housing and Disability 
Advocacy Program that is funded by the state.

Deaths of 3 homeless men 
tied to swollen waterways

Three homeless men have died since 
the start of  the year in or near Sonoma 
County waterways swollen by storms, 

with two of the deaths reported early this 
week, underscoring the dangers an already 
vulnerable unsheltered population faces 
during the North Bay’s wet winters.

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office 
identified the homeless man found dead 
Monday near the Russian River along Nee-

ley Road in Guerneville as 30-year-old Alex 
Colmar. Another man found dead Monday 
in Foss Creek in Healdsburg has been iden-
tified but coroner’s investigators were still 
searching for members of  his family before 
releasing his name.

Autopsies were being conducted to deter-
mine what happened to the men. Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Spencer Crum said foul play did not 
appear to be a factor in either death.

The pair of  deaths followed the Jan. 7 dis-
covery of  the body of  Christopher Blades 

By WILL SCHMITT  
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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‘Godsend’ for homeless
SONOMA COUNTY » Disabled people without insurance or a place  
to live helped through new state-funded program that subsidizes housing 

Little Fawn Covey on Wednesday 
spent the first day living in her 
two-bedroom apartment south of  

Cloverdale, unpacking boxes and bags 
of  donated dishes and furniture, after 
months of  sleeping in tents, homeless 
shelters and RV campgrounds.

Covey, 34, who for three years has 
endured debilitating osteoarthritis, lupus 
and fibromyalgia, said she found the 
apartment on her own but without help 
from a new state-funded county housing 
program she’d most likely still be living 
on the streets.

“I don’t want to be living on the street,” 
said Covey, sitting on a large black couch 
in her living room. “I  have to look out for 
myself  and my health.”

Covey, a former foster care youth who 
grew up in Cloverdale, is one of  the first 
local residents to benefit from the coun-
ty’s Housing and Disability Advocacy 
Program. County welfare officials said 
the program fills a critical gap for an 
extremely vulnerable population — those 
who are homeless and disabled but not 
receiving federal disability assistance.

“This is trying to catch people that fall 
through the cracks,” said Paul Dunaway, 
director of  Adult and Aging Services, 
an agency of  the county social services 
department.

The new county program was 

The Russian 
River flows 
through Monte 
Rio on Feb. 14 
after heavy 
rains. Three 
homeless men 
in Sonoma 
County have 
died this year 
in or near 
waterways 
after storms, 
including two 
found Monday.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
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High court limits asset seizures

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court ruled Wednesday 
that the Constitution places lim-
its on the ability of  states and 
localities to take and keep cash, 

cars, houses and other private 
property used to commit crimes.

The practice, known as civ-
il forfeiture, is a popular way 
to raise revenue and is easi-
ly abused, and it has been the 
subject of  widespread criticism 
across the political spectrum. 
The court’s decision will open 
the door to new legal arguments 
when the value of  the property 
seized was out of  proportion to 
the crimes involved.

In this case, the court sided 

with Tyson Timbs, a small-time 
drug offender in Indiana who 
pleaded guilty to selling $225 of 
heroin to undercover police of-
ficers. He was sentenced to one 
year of  house arrest and five 
years of  probation, and was or-
dered to pay $1,200 in fees and 
fines.

State officials also seized 
Timbs’ $42,000 Land Rover, 
which he had bought with the 
proceeds of  his father’s life in-
surance policy, saying he had 

used it to commit crimes.
The Supreme Court has ruled 

that the Eighth Amendment, 
which bars “excessive fines,” 
limits the ability of  the federal 
government to seize property. 
On Wednesday, in a 9-0 decision 
that united justices on the left 
and right, the court ruled that 
the clause also applies to the 
states under the 14th Amend-
ment, one of  the post-Civil War 
amendments.

Such asset seizures have 

come under scrutiny in Sono-
ma County and the North Bay, 
particularly in Rohnert Park. 
Over a three-year span from 
2015 to 2017, Rohnert Park’s 
public safety officers seized 
roughly $2.4 million in cash and 
assets from people suspected of 
breaking the law, more than any 
other law enforcement agency 
in Sonoma County. In 2016, the 
city’s officers seized a record 

9-0 decision curbs police 
powers to take private 
property from suspects
By ADAM LIPTAK  
AND SHAILA DEWAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jose Silva

Waiting 
longer to 
become 
citizens

LOS ANGELES — After work-
ing through the Las Vegas sum-
mer lugging boxes and heavy 
furniture to raise money to ap-
ply for U.S. citizenship, Jose Sil-
va plunked down the $725 fee in 
the fall of  2017, just days after he 
turned 18. “I hoped to vote in the 
midterm elections,” he said.

But it took until last week, 
more than a year and a half  af-
ter he applied, for the college 
student to be scheduled for a 
citizenship interview, which he 
will have March 20. If  approved, 
Silva will take the oath later this 
year.

The time that aspiring Amer-
icans must wait to be natural-
ized is now almost twice as long, 
10  months, as it was two years 
ago. In Las Vegas, where the 
office has a particularly large 
backlog, applicants could wait 
31 months.

Applicants face backlog, 
new regulations as they 
seek US naturalization
By MIRIAM JORDAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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