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A once-promising $20 million 
funding package for Highway 101 
widening south of  Petaluma now 
appears to be in jeopardy, send-
ing Sonoma County transporta-
tion officials back to the drawing 

board in search of money.
The regional Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission 
in December voted to support 
the highway widening project 
between the Petaluma River 
Bridge and the Marin County 
line. Completing that project 
would allow officials to open al-
most five miles of  carpool lanes 
south of  Petaluma.

But recent Caltrans estimates 
of  the amount of  gas tax revenue, 
which pays for highway projects, 

were $800 million lower than 
expected. Instead of  appropriat-
ing $46 million in new projects, 
the California Transportation 
Commission now must cut some 
$754 million in existing projects.

“It’s definitely less optimis-
tic than in December,” said Su-
zanne Smith, executive director 
of  the Sonoma County Trans-
portation Authority.

She said the MTC is still back-
ing the project, but with deep 
cuts likely coming to the state-

wide highway improvement 
program, Sonoma County’s $20 
million request looks doubtful.

The solution now rests with 
lawmakers, Smith said.  A hand-
ful of  proposals in Sacramen-
to would raise highway funds 
through an increase in gas tax 
or weight fees.

“The fix is going to have to 
come in the legislature,” she 
said.

Petaluma City Councilwoman 
Kathy Miller, who has worked 

on highway funding as a direc-
tor of  the SCTA board, said she 
was disappointed to learn that 
the funding source has seeming-
ly vanished.

“It certainly doesn’t look 
nearly as promising as before,” 
she said. “It’s kind of  a bum-
mer.”

The $20 million in state fund-
ing was to be added to $14 mil-
lion that the SCTA recently 

Money for Hwy 101 widening at risk
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Less revenue from 
gas tax raises likelihood 
of deep cuts to project
By MATT BROWN
PETALUMA ARGUS-COURIER

PHOTOS BY ERIK CASTRO / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

HEADED FOR THE DUMP: Cardinal Newman students Harrison Greenleaf, 15, left, and Porter Tett, 14, help load a mattress found on Spring Hill Road in Petaluma into 
Keith Marchando’s truck on Sunday. The three volunteered for Tour de Trash, organized to collect illegally dumped items. 

Targeting roadside junk

After a five-year hiatus, a group 
of  avid bicyclists returned to 
the back roads of  Petaluma 

this past weekend to find and remove 
old TVs, tires, moldy mattresses, 
couches and other unwanted items 
dumped by the side of  the road.

The cyclists made note of  the trash 
they found Saturday, then returned 
Sunday with pickup trucks and 
gloves to get rid of  the mess.

Sunday’s most disgusting discov-
ery was a rusty old freezer with a 
foul odor emanating from the rotten 

food left inside.
“It smells like something died in 

there,” said Ario Bigattini of  Petalu-
ma, who founded the all-volunteer 
ABC Rides “Tour de Trash” in 2005 
with a bunch of  his cycling buddies.

The informal effort is supported 
by the Sonoma County roads depart-
ment,  which supplies safety vests, 
garbage bags and barricades. The 
county public works department also 
disposes of  the junk after the volun-
teers drop it off at a site on Airport 
Boulevard in Santa Rosa.

“A lot of  the trash is off the beaten 

By DIANE PETERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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“It’s frightening what people are dumping. Some of the stuff 
is unsafe out there, with the dumping of liquor bottles and motor oil.”
YURI HAUSWALD, Tour de Trash volunteer

ILLEGALLY DISCARDED: Tires found on the side of Spring Hill 
Road in Petaluma y were picked up by Tour de Trash volunteers.

Online: More photos at pressdemocrat.com

TOUR DE TRASH » Cyclists organize cleanup of rural areas in county

Study finds ‘whitewashed’ Hollywood
In one of  the most exhaustive 

and damning reports on diver-
sity in Hollywood, a new study 
finds that the films and televi-
sion produced by major media 
companies are “whitewashed,” 
and that an “epidemic of  in-
visibility” runs top to bottom 
through the industry for wom-
en, minorities and LGBT people.

A study to be released today 
by the Media, Diversity and So-

cial Change Initiative at the Uni-
versity of  Southern California’s 
Annenberg School for Commu-
nication and Journalism offers 
one of  the most wide-ranging 
examinations of  the film and 
television industries, including 
a pointed “inclusivity index” of  
10 major media companies — 
from Disney to Netflix — that 
gives a failing grade to every 
movie studio and most TV mak-
ers.

Jeffrey Tambor, 
right, and Amy 
Landecker 
appear in 
“Transparent” 
on Amazon, 
which scored 
above 65 
percent in an 
inclusion index.
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SENIORS SUPPORT YOUTH: 
Spring Lake Village 
tenants raise $120,000 for 
SAY’s Dream Center. A3

INSIDE

ELECTION 2016

Hillary Clinton usurped much 
of  Sen. Bernie Sanders’ message 
and benefited hugely from the 
power of  women and minori-
ties in the Democratic Party as 
she reasserted command of  the 
presidential nomination race 
with her victo-
ry in Nevada.

But trying to 
hold onto those 
groups and 
handle the par-
ty’s ideological 
leftward swing 
will be a tough 
task during 
what remains 
a lengthy nom-
ination fight.

Meanwhile, 
as her party 
continues to shift to the left, Re-
publicans face a mirror-image 
situation — a rightward swing 
during this campaign that has 
put the party at odds with much 
of  the country, whether the fu-
ture nominee is front-runner 
Donald Trump or one of  the oth-
er candidates fighting for promi-
nence beneath him.

That growing division be-
tween the two parties seems set 
to make the job of  president all 
the more difficult for whoever 
wins.

Clinton’s victory in Nevada 
served as an emotional boost for 
a campaign that had struggled 
since Sanders’ landslide in New 
Hampshire. Clinton worked 
feverishly to shore up the bul-
warks of  her campaign here — 
female and minority voters — to 
the point that she met with hotel 
housekeepers well after mid-
night Wednesday to urge them 
to caucus for her.

She has always seemed to cam-

Moving 
away 
from the 
middle
ANALYSIS » Candidates 
risk alienating half of  
US with extreme shifts
By CATHLEEN DECKER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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