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Water board halts resort project
HEALDSBURG » Repeat
violations over runoff in
creek found by inspectors
By ANDREW BEALE
AND KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A long-delayed Healdsburg
luxury resort has run into another major hurdle after regulators ordered the developer
Thursday to halt construction

upon finding numerous and ongoing alleged violations of laws
meant to safeguard waterways.
The developer of Montage
Healdsburg, formerly known as
Saggio Hills, is responsible for
more than a dozen state and federal regulation violations found
in routine inspections starting
in November, according to the
North Coast Regional Water
Quality Control Board. Three
of the inspections occurred this
year, the most recent on Feb. 4,

when many of the most serious
cases were documented.
Inspectors found heavy sediment runoff from the construction site into Foss Creek, a problem that remained unaddressed
over months, said Claudia Villacorta, division chief of the Santa Rosa-based water board.
Foss Creek flows into the Russian River and supports imperiled fish species, including steelhead trout.
“It can smother fish, it can

impact their ability to breathe,”
Villacorta said of the sedimentladen runoff. “It makes water
less clear and it makes it more
difficult for fish and other organisms to find food, to look for
refuge, to reproduce, and sediment gets in their gills and it
doesn’t allow them to breathe.”
Robert Green Jr., the developer, said he’s working closely
with the water board to resolve
the problems and figure out the
best way to stop the runoff. He

said it was caused by “heavy”
rainfall this winter, something
he said he could not have predicted.
“We’ve had a very heavy winter,” said Green, who in 2005
bought the property on the east
side of Healdsburg Avenue just
north of Parkland Farms Boulevard for $16.8 million. He was
reached by phone in San Diego
late Thursday.
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“If it weren’t for this place, I don’t know where I’d be. Probably dead.”

Sebastopol housing
project offers lifeline
YVETTE MORRIS, resident of Sebastopol’s Park Village who was formerly homeless

Mark Harris
Republican candidate for
Congress in North Carolina

New vote
ordered
in House
district
NORTH CAROLINA »
GOP campaign’s ballot
scheme ‘tainted’ election
By ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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TEARFUL GRATITUDE: “People who are homeless need help,” says Yvette Morris, one of 19 formerly homeless people now residing in Sebastopol’s Park Village. The
city-owned community accommodates both longtime residents of a mobile home park with once-shelterless people, whose rent is subsidized by the city.

City-owned mobile home park subsidizes rent for 14 who lacked shelter
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Y

vette Morris was just starting a tour for two
visitors Wednesday when she was overcome
by emotion, tears flowing down her face as
she asked: “May I show you around my home?”
Morris is a year and a half into her stay at Sebastopol’s Park Village, a city-owned mobile home
park that has been transitioned into a unique
hybrid housing model, accommodating both longtime residents and, at present, 14 formerly homeless people whose rent is subsidized by the city.
For Morris, 54, who was previously living in a
broken-down motor home parked on the street, the
project means a warm, secure home, one she keeps
immaculate. It’s made a big difference in her life.
“People who are homeless need help,” she said.
“If it weren’t for this place, I don’t know where
I’d be. Probably dead.”
The housing project at the east edge of town,
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INSIDE
OAKLAND TEACHERS ON
STRIKE: About 3,000 union

ENJOYING PLAYTIME: Henny Alice, 2, left, and Nathan Burson, 3, play in front of a trailer for service
providers at the Park Village community in Sebastopol.

Green New Deal pricey but possible, experts say
By LISA FRIEDMAN
AND TRIP GABRIEL
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump derided
the Green New Deal as a “high
school term paper that got a
low mark.” Congressional Republicans mocked it as “zany.”

RALEIGH, North Carolina
— North Carolina officials on
Thursday ordered a new contest
in the 9th Congressional District
after the Republican candidate,
confronted by evidence that his
campaign had financed an illegal voter-turnout effort, called
for a new election.
The unanimous ruling by
the five-member Board of Elections was a startling — and, for
Republicans, embarrassing —
conclusion to a case that has
convulsed North Carolina since
November.
And it followed testimony that
outlined how a political operative had orchestrated an absentee ballot scheme to try to sway
the race in favor of Mark Harris,
the Republican candidate. It is
now the single undecided House
contest in last year’s midterms.
Robert Cordle, the state
board’s chairman, cited “the
corruption, the absolute mess
with the absentee ballots” when
he called for a new election. “It
was certainly a tainted election,” he said.
Harris had a 905-vote lead
over his Democratic opponent,
Dan McCready, but his success
in Bladen County — where
he won 61 percent of absentee
ballots even though Republicans

Even Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic House speaker, called the
proposal a “green dream,” and
some of the party’s 2020 candidates are starting to describe it
as merely aspirational.
Yet, despite that disdain, the
goals of the far-reaching plan
to tackle climate change and
economic inequality are within

the realm of technological possibility, several energy experts
and economists said in recent
interviews.
Getting there will cost trillions of dollars, most agreed,
and require expansive new
taxes and federal programs. It
certainly could not be accomplished within the 10-year time

frame that supporters say is
necessary, according to these
experts.
The Green New Deal, in
other words, is an exciting
idea for many liberals and an
enticing political target for
conservatives. But, most of all, it
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