ILLEGAL POT FARM NEAR SR » Garden discovered
on public land leaves $100,000 in damage. A3

HIGHWAY 37 SET TO REOPEN » Caltrans expects to
have route drivable again today after repairs. A3
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Board
looks at
cutting
positions

SRJC brews program
to train beermakers

Amid deficit, plan seeks to
reduce budget by $4.56M,
eliminate teaching jobs
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG/ THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Chris Wills, manager of the agricultural pavilion and winemaker at SRJC’s Shone Farm Winery, pauses Wednesday next to new equipment in the
brewery at Shone Farm near Forestville. The junior college is preparing to launch a one-year certificate program for beermaking.

16-unit certificate program looks to offer entry point into booming industry
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

I

n another signal that the craft beer industry
has fully arrived in Sonoma County, Santa
Rosa Junior College is establishing a curriculum that will allow local beer lovers to turn their
passion into a career.
After at least a decade of consideration, the
community college will start a one-year program
in the fall that will allow graduates to obtain a
brewing certificate. The goal is to train the next
generation of beermakers for a local industry
with 30 breweries, whether for an established
brand like Lagunitas Brewing Co. in Petaluma or
an attempt to venture out on their own.
The 16-unit program is designed for those who
want to enter into the $106 billion industry, as
opposed to hobbyists wanting to show they can
make their own killer India Pale Ale.

“People asked for it. It’s kind of done by
consumer demand,” said SRJC President Frank
Chong. “That’s one thing great about community
colleges: We can be agile; agile and responsive to
local industry needs.”
The program is modeled on SRJC’s highly
regarded viticulture and wine studies programs
that have sent scores of graduates into the local
wine industry. It will have its own brewery at its
Shone Farm facility in Forestville.
“I really want to focus on funneling people into
the brewing industry,” said Chris Wills, manager
of farm products at Shone Farm who is crafting
the program. “It’s going to be a program we build
upon. This is just beginning. We will get some fun
classes in there.”
The courses include both lectures and labs on the
fundamentals of fermentation, brewery operations
TURN TO SRJC » PAGE A2

“There is no question there’s a lot of science in brewing.
The more you understand, the better the beer is going to be.”
BRIAN HUNT, founder of Moonlight Brewing Co. in Santa Rosa

ONE-YEAR BEER
PROGRAM AT SRJC
Santa Rosa Junior College is
starting a yearlong certificate
program focused on brewing.
The program will have its own
brewery at Shone Farm in
Forestville.
The program: Sixteen-unit
curriculum to be modeled on
the college’s viticulture and
wine studies programs
The courses: Lectures and
labs on the fundamentals of
fermentation to brewery
operations and technology, as
well as food sanitation
Cost per student: About $1,500
annually
Funding: Part of a statewide
$200,000 grant in conjunction
with the College of Marin and
Napa Valley College to develop
their own respective programs

By KENNETH CHANG
NEW YORK TIMES

NASA AND JPL-CALTECH

An artist’s rendering depicts the seven Earth-sized planets that orbit the
star named Trappist-1. The planets could harbor life, experts believe.
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Not just one, but seven Earthsized planets that could potentially harbor life have been identified orbiting a tiny star not
too far away, offering the first
realistic opportunity to search
for signs of alien life outside the
solar system.
The planets orbit a dwarf star
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REAL ESTATE

Wet weather
stalls county
home sales
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

named Trappist-1, about 40 light
years, or 235 trillion miles, from
Earth. That is quite close in
cosmic terms and, by happy
accident, the orientation of the
orbits of the seven planets allows them to be studied in great
detail.
One or more of the exoplanets in this new system could be
at the right temperature to be
awash in oceans of water, astronomers said, based on the
distance of the planets from the
dwarf star.

When Sonoma County real estate brokers talk about the dampening effect on January homes
sales, they mean it literally.
Existing single-family home
sales here declined 10 percent
from a year earlier, according to
The Press Democrat’s monthly
housing report, compiled by Pacific Union International senior
vice president Rick Laws. Meanwhile, home sales rose for both
the state and the nation.
Asked about the difference,
Laws offered one explanation,
and a soggy one at that.
“The only thing that I hear
consistently,” he said, “is rain,
rain, rain, rain, rain.”
Of note, this winter’s downpours don’t seem to have kept
large numbers of buyers from
attending open houses, Laws
said. Instead, the greater effect appears to be on those who
choose not to list their homes
for sale.
“Sellers don’t want to bring
their property out in drenching
rain,” he said.
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7 Earth-sized planets found orbiting star
Experts: Water may be
found on celestial bodies
near ‘ultracool dwarf’

The Santa Rosa City Schools
board Wednesday night reviewed a plan that would cut
next year’s budget by $4.56 million, including elimination of
13 classroom teaching jobs,
while holding overall class size
to an average of 28 students.
The teaching cuts, which officials expect will be made entirely by attrition, will save the
financially challenged district
$949,000.
“This doesn’t look so bad, so
I’m hopeful,” board president
Jenni Klose said. “A lot of these
changes are really going to make
us a more efficient district.”
The board is scheduled to vote
on the budget plan at a special
meeting on Wednesday.
The county’s largest school
district is under pressure to
eliminate a $4 million deficit in
each of the next two years, Superintendent Diann Kitamura
said. Overall, the district faces a
$12 million shortfall spread over
the next three years.
Some 100 people attended the
session.
Kitamura thanked administrators, teachers, staff and
community members for a “real
strong effort” to identify budget cuts this month, including a
series of round table meetings
conducted at district schools.
District officials have attributed the cash crunch to a combi-

TRUMP DUMPS TRANSGENDER PROTECTION:

President rescinds directive allowing youths
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