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R Kelly

R Kelly 
charged 
with sex 
abuse

Attempted 
aid delivery 
turns deadly

For more than two decades, 
R&B singer R. Kelly has been 
trailed by allegations of  sexual 
misconduct. He was married to 
a young singer who turned out 
to be 15 years old. There were 
claims that he controlled wom-
en in a cultlike atmosphere. He 
was linked to an infamous sex 
tape. None of  it meaningfully 
stood in his way.

Then, on Friday in Chicago, 
after weeks of  renewed scruti-
ny, Kelly was indicted.

Authorities accused him of 
aggravated criminal sexual 
abuse involving four victims, 
three of  whom were underage, 
according to the Cook County 
state’s attorney, Kim Foxx. Ag-
gravated criminal sexual abuse 
can carry a sentence of  three to 
seven years in prison for each 
count. Kelly, whose real name 
is Robert Kelly, faces 10 of  them.

CÚCUTA, Colombia — The 
political showdown over the 
delivery of  aid to Venezuela 
turned deadly Friday when its 
security forces fired on protest-
ers near the country’s Brazilian 
border, killing two and wound-
ing a dozen in a confrontation 
that could signal a more violent 
and destabilizing struggle over 
who can claim to be the coun-
try’s legitimate leader.

A critical moment loomed 
Saturday, when Venezuela’s op-
position, led by Juan Guaidó, 
vowed to deliver tons of  donated 
humanitarian aid from abroad, 
against the orders of  President 

Singer faces 10 counts 
of assault involving 4 
victims, three underage
By ELIZABETH A. HARRIS
NEW YORK TIMES

By NICHOLAS CASEY  
AND ANATOLY KURMANAEV
NEW YORK TIMES
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Merry Edwards assistant winemaker Edward Miles, right, checks tank levels as cellar master Max Onofre, below, empties a barrel of pinot noir to top 
off the tanks on Friday. The Louis Roederer Champagne House has acquired Merry Edwards Winery and tasting room and 79 acres of vineyards.

Merry Edwards sold 
to Champagne maker

County icon shattered glass ceiling, says all 28 employees be retained

Venerable Sonoma County wine-
maker Merry Edwards, one of  
California’s first female vintners, 

announced Friday she has sold her Sebas-
topol winery and tasting room plus  
79 acres of  vineyards to French Cham-
pagne maker Louis Roed-
erer Champagne House.

The sale follows the 
October move by the 
71-year-old Edwards to 
step down as winemaker 
of  the namesake winery 
she founded in 1997 and 
turn over production to 
associate winemaker Hei-
di von der Mehden.

For Roederer, the ac-
quisition adds to the other well-regarded 
wineries the company owns in Mendocino 
County’s Anderson Valley. It also gives 
Roederer its first Sonoma County wine 
property.

The company already owns Roeder-
er Estate, Scharffenberger Cellars and 
Domaine Anderson in the acclaimed wine 
region known for its pinot noir. It has  
620 acres of  vineyards there and produces 
about 138,000 wine cases a year, said Ar-
naud Weyrich, vice president and wine-
maker at Roederer Estate.

“Over the years, we have had oppor-
tunities to look at renowned wineries in 
Northern California but it is not until I 
met Merry Edwards that I felt my heart 

beating. Her personality, her story, her 
wines won me over. I knew it was the 
right moment,” Frédéric Rouzaud, CEO of  
Louis Roederer Champagne House, said in 
a statement.

The sale places a capstone on an in-
credible 45-year career in which Edwards 
shattered the glass ceiling in winemaking, 
after encountering gender discrimina-
tion in the 1970s. Early on, her work 
included breakthrough research at UC 

Davis, where she analyzed the use of  lead 
in wine. That led to the discontinuation 
of  the use of  lead capsules that cover the 
wine cork.

“Merry Edwards is one of  the founders 
in our industry here in Sonoma County 
and is an amazing leader and winemaker,” 
said Karissa Kruse, president of  the Sono-
ma County Winegrowers trade group.

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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An employee at the Merry Edwards Winery checks the sprinkler system in Sebastopol. 

SEBASTOPOL WINERY » ROEDERER NEW OWNER

Merry
Edwards

Green Expo showcases safer homes

Amid booths featuring post-
modern kitchen appliances and 
gleaming delivery systems for 
solar power, the table bearing 
the hay bales seemed a tad out 
of  place.

Sorry, make that straw bales.
“Hay Is For Horses, Straw 

Is for Houses,” proclaimed the 

bumper sticker greeting visitors 
of  the California Straw Building 
Association, one of  most popular 
— and old school — of  the 62 ex-
hibits at Friday’s second annual 
Rebuild Green Expo, a showcase 
for all aspects of  how to build “a 
healthy, low-carbon home.” 

Another goal of  the expo was 
to dispel myths about affordabil-
ity and practicality of  “rebuild-
ing green,” said Ann Edminster, 

a member of  the Ecological 
Building Network, which orga-
nized the event. 

The straw building association 
table sat in the center of  the ex-
hibit hall at Santa Rosa Veterans 
Memorial Building, facing the 
Pioneer Water Tanks station, 
across the aisle from the booth 
for Modular Lifestyles, whose 
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Lisa Frazee 
talks Friday 
with Blue 
Heron Custom 
Builders owner 
Dennis Hinrichs 
about the 
Tri D Panel, a 
fireproof and 
earthquake- 
resistant  
construction 
material, 
during the 
Rebuild Green 
Expo.


