
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 72, Low 43

THE WEATHER, C8

Business B8
Classified D8
Benefield C1
Comics B6
Crossword B5
Editorial A10

Lotto A2
Movies D6
Obituaries B3
Scoreboard C7
State news A8
TV B7

©2016 The Press Democrat

BLOCKING NOMINEES:  
Senate GOP leaders say they 
will not meet any Supreme 
Court candidate President 
Obama submits / B1

INSIDE

INSIGHTS FROM STAHL »  
“60 Minutes” journalist offers 
points worth pondering.   A3

CHOOSING SEAFOOD » Getting 
up to speed in the confusing 
world of sustainable fish.   D1

NEW CHALLENGES » Cardinal 
girls facing stiffer competition 
in NCS playoffs.  C1

Nursing home settles suit for $1M 

A high-end Santa Rosa nursing 
home has agreed to pay $1 million 
to settle a wrongful death and elder 
abuse lawsuit alleging it allowed a 
patient to die from complications of  
a bedsore, attorneys said Tuesday.

Emeritus at Santa Rosa, since re-
named Brookdale Fountaingrove, 

agreed to the payout in the 2013 
death of  Eleanor Buckingham, 87.

Her family alleged nursing staff 
erred in treating a pressure ulcer 
that developed on her back, with-
holding proper care until it became 
infected.

She died of  sepsis after being tak-
en to Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, 
said attorneys Jeremy Fietz and San-
dy Horowitz.

They said the case shows even the 
most expensive nursing facilities 
make mistakes. Emeritus charged 
patients about $100,000 a year to stay 
in the Fountaingrove Parkway facili-

ty, the attorneys said.
“I think it’s really important that 

people watch very carefully, no mat-
ter what nursing home their loved 
one gets into,” Fietz said.

Sue Becker, nursing home ad-
ministrator and executive direc-
tor, did not return a call Tuesday 
seeking comment. She was named 
in the suit, filed in Sonoma County 
Superior Court, along with Jenni-
fer Abramson, the former director 
of  nursing. A spokeswoman for the 
Tennessee-based company, Shawna 
Zody, did not comment.

Brookdale bought Emeritus 

Corporation in 2014 for a reported 
$1.4  billion in stock. The company 
owns at least three other facilities in 
Sonoma County.

The company released a state-
ment Tuesday saying it has made 
unspecified changes since the merg-
er, and highlighting that the lawsuit 
concerned events that predated the 
merger.

“While there were defenses to the 
allegations, we ultimately decided to 
resolve this case to put our focus on 
what matters most, the health and 

CDC investigating 14 cases of Zika via sex

Health authorities in the United 
States said they are investigating 14 
new reports of  the Zika virus possi-
bly being transmitted by sex, includ-
ing to pregnant women. If  confirmed, 
the unexpectedly high number would 
have major implications for con-
trolling the virus, which is usually 
spread by mosquito bites.

Scientists had believed sexual trans-
mission of  Zika to be extremely rare. 
Only a few cases have ever been doc-
umented. But if  all the women in the 
cases the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention is examining test pos-
itive for the virus — as two women al-
ready have, and four others have done 
in preliminary lab tests — officials 
believe there is no way other than sex 
that they could have contracted it.

The specter of  so many cases — all 
in the continental United States — 
brings fresh complexity to the medical 
mystery of  Zika. The virus is suspect-
ed to cause birth defects and a rare 
condition of  temporary paralysis.

“We were surprised that there was 
this number,” Dr. Anne Schuchat, the 
deputy director at the CDC, said in an 
interview. “If  a number of  them pan 
out, that’s much more than I was ex-
pecting.”

In all the cases the CDC is examin-
ing women in the continental United 
States had sex with men who had trav-
eled to countries where the virus is 
circulating, and developed symptoms 
associated with the virus within about 
two weeks of  their male partner’s 
symptoms.

Officials at the CDC reported the 
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Dr. Anne 
Schuchat
“If a number of 
them pan out, 
that’s much 
more than I was 
expecting,” said 
Deputy director 
at the Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Health officials signal major 
implications for combatting 
virus, its transmission 

Eleanor  
Buckingham
87-year-old 
resided at  
Emeritus at Santa 
Rosa and later 
died of sepsis.

Jack Piccinini

Piccinini 
ends bid 
to replace 
Carrillo

The race for Efren Carrillo’s 
seat on the Sonoma County Board 
of Supervisors narrowed further 
this week with the announce-
ment by veteran Santa Rosa 
firefighter and Sebastopol-area 
resident Jack Piccinini that he is 
dropping out of the contest.

The move, which comes less 
than a month after Piccinini 
launched his campaign, re-
flected the momentum and 
support that is solidifying be-
hind two candidates in the con-
test, Forestville resident and 
farmer Lynda Hopkins and 
former North Coast state Sen.  
Noreen Evans.  

Piccinini, a political newcom-
er who jumped into the race 
largely to take on Evans, said he 
was bowing out partly because 
it was clear he would not have 
the ability mount a campaign 
strong enough to square off with 
Evans.  

“I entered because I didn’t 
feel we had a strong local candi-
date, but now a few others have 
stepped in and Lynda Hopkins 
is gaining support. I am con-
cerned about splitting the vote, 
so I decided to help clean up the 
ticket a little,” said Piccinini, 59, 
a longtime Sebastopol Fire vol-

Firefighter’s candidacy 
to take on Noreen Evans 
lasts less than a month
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ABOUT OLEANDER

Homemade cookies, left, 
laced with oleander have 
been linked to the deaths 
of animals in Sebastopol.
What is oleander: The 
ornamental plant, which 
develops five-petal, 
funnel-shaded flowers, is  
commonly used in road-
side plantings, hedges 
and yard landscapes.
Lethal to whom: Its 
leaves contain the toxin 
oleandrin, which can be 
deadly to humans, dogs, 
cats, horses, cattle, sheep, 
goats, llamas and birds.

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Leslie Webb pauses between her two remaining horses at her Sebastopol home. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s office is investigating the death of 
her dog and another of her horses after she found baked cookies made of oats, carrots, apples and oleander — a highly toxic plant — in her field. 

Poisonings raise alarm
SEBASTOPOL » Artist’s discovery of oleander-laced cookies  
after the deaths of her animals sparks criminal investigation 

A rural neighborhood south of  Se-
bastopol is on “high alert” after home-
made cookies laced with highly toxic 
oleander have killed a horse and a dog, 
raising fears among residents that oth-
er animals sickened recently also were 
poisoned.

The deaths of  the horse and dog along 
Kennedy Road, as well as the near-
death of  a second horse, have prompted 
a criminal investigation that has point-
ed to a “person of  interest,” according 
to the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office.

“In my most horrific dreams, I can-
not imagine this would happen,” said 
Leslie Webb, 48, an artist who says her 

horse and dog, Cowboy and Rosie, were 
like family members.

“One of  my horses ate the cookies 
and died. My dog, she ate them. She 
died as well. My other horse is recov-
ering. Thank God my baby (filly) didn’t 
touch them,” Webb said.

Necropsies determined that Cowboy 
and Rosie died from eating the olean-
der-tainted cookies, which were left in 
three separate piles in a pasture that of-
ten contained Webb’s three horses.

Since the death of  Webb’s horse and 
dog on Feb. 11, and the confirmation 
last week that tests conducted at UC Da-
vis found oleander in the baked treats, 
residents throughout the Bloomfield 
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