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10 ARRESTS IN ANTI-GANG OPERATION: Police 
in Santa Rosa seize loaded guns, prescription 
drugs and knife after neighbor complaints / A3
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EXPLORING SONOMA COAST » You 
can have a whale of a good time 
spotting migrating mammals.  T1

WARRIORS FALL TO ROCKETS » In 
loss, Golden State’s defensive 
limitations shown, Barber says.  C1

VIEWS FROM ABOVE » Photographer 
in copter captures stunning images 
from skies across Bay Area.   D1

Liaison 
a key to 
Mueller 
inquiry

WASHINGTON — In the 
nearly two years that the spe-
cial counsel, Robert Mueller, 
has been investigating wheth-
er there was collusion between 
Russia and the Trump cam-
paign, few figures seem to have 
offered more tantalizing leads 
than Konstantin Kilimnik.

A diminutive, multilingual 
political operative who was born 
in Ukraine while it was still part 
of  the Soviet Union, Kilimnik 
has continued to attract in-

tense interest 
from prose-
cutors for his 
interactions 
with his long-
time boss and 
mentor, Paul 
Manafort, and 
his suspected 

ties to Russian intelligence, even 
as Mueller prepares to wrap up 
his investigation.

The full story of  what Mueller 
has found about cooperation be-
tween the Trump campaign and 
Russia during the 2016 presiden-
tial election is not known. But 
Kilimnik pops up repeatedly as 
a possible connection, with ties 
to both sides that are as enig-
matic as they are deep.

And his dealings with 
Manafort, who in 2016 served 
as Donald Trump’s campaign 
chairman, encompass two of  
the most intriguing elements of  
the special counsel’s inquiry to 
surface publicly: the sharing of  
polling data with Kilimnik, and 
the work he and Manafort did 
on behalf  of  Kremlin-aligned 
Ukrainian interests that were 
pushing plans that could have 
eased economic sanctions im-
posed on Russia by the United 
States and its allies.

Dozens of  interviews, court 
filings and other documents 
show Kilimnik to be an 

MANAFORT CONTACT » 
Operative had Russia, 
Ukraine, US dealings
By KENNETH P. VOGEL 
AND ANDREW E. KRAMER
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO MUELLER » PAGE A10

Robert 
Mueller

Paul 
Manafort

A former employee of Manafort, who 
served as Donald Trump’s campaign 
chairman, is a focus in Mueller’s inquiry.

INSIDE
Sentencing 
memo paints 
Manafort as man 
who ‘repeatedly 
and brazenly’ 
broke law / A10

Insurance clock ticks  
in homebuilding rush 

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WAITING TO BUILD SAFER: Laetitia Teyssier, from left, husband Jean-Pierre, and daughter Manon, 11, toss balls Thursday on the lot where their home stood in Santa 
Rosa’s Hidden Valley neighborhood before it burned during 2017’s Tubbs fire. The family is planning to rebuild its home with fire-resistant materials, such as concrete.

Silvester Onate, 57, is still looking for a contractor 
to rebuild a house at a price he can afford. Laeti-
tia Teyssier, 41, is waiting for the rainy season to 

end so she can lay the foundation for a concrete home. 
Linda Johnson, 70, has been living in her rebuilt house 

for four months.
All three Sonoma Coun-

ty residents lost everything 
on the same day nearly 
17 months ago in the 
ferocious Tubbs fire, the 
most destructive wildfire 
in California history at the 
time. Today, they are in 
different situations as they 
recover from the blaze. 
With the two-year anniver-
sary of  the wildfire coming 
in October, a fortunate few 
fire survivors have moved 
into new homes, but many 
desperately hope contrac-
tors can finish their new 

houses by then — when most insurance coverage for 
replacement housing expires.

“So many folks are in this position because they’re 
trying to do this on their own, and the reality is 99 per-
cent of  the people who lost a home have never built a 
home,” said John Allen, chief  operations officer and 

vice president of  AMP Homes, one of  several major 
builders reconstructing the county’s fire-ravaged areas.

More than 2,300 rebuild projects are now underway 
in Sonoma County, with about 200 houses completed, 
together representing nearly half  of  the 5,334 homes 
lost here in the fires.    

The massive rebuild operation in Santa Rosa’s Coffey 

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WILDFIRE RECOVERY » CONSTRUCTION EFFORTS 

After 2017 disaster, survivors in different stages as coverage coming to end
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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IN HER NEW 
HOME: Tubbs 
fire survivor Linda 
Johnson is back 
to living in Santa 
Rosa’s Coffey Park 
neighborhood. Her 
new home was built 
by APM Homes.

REBUILD NORTH BAY
Fire survivors confront limited 
supply of materials, labor / H1

PG&E spends heavily on lobbying politicians

SAN FRANCISCO — Eight 
years ago, federal investigators 
announced that a “litany of  
failures” by California’s largest 
utility had caused a massive gas 
explosion that killed eight peo-
ple, injured 58 and incinerated 

a neighborhood in the 
San Francisco suburb 
of  San Bruno.

Two days after that 
announcement, un-
der blue skies at a 
baseball diamond on 
the edge of  San Fran-
cisco’s financial district, the 
city’s mayor, Ed Lee, threw out 
the first pitch for a charity event 
sponsored by that same utility, 
Pacific Gas & Electric.

“PG&E is a great local compa-
ny who gets it,” the mayor, who 
died in 2017, said at the event.

For critics of  
PG&E, Lee’s praise 
was a symbol of  a re-
curring frustration: 
Despite evidence that 
the company was re-
sponsible for repeated 
safety violations and 

involved in deadly wildfires, 
lawmakers in California contin-
ued to benefit from political do-
nations from the company.

Investigators are now de-
termining whether PG&E BEN MARGOT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A PG&E truck enters the utility’s customer center Jan. 23 in Hayward. No 
company in the state is more entangled with Democratic politics than PG&E. 

By THOMAS FULLER  
AND IVAN PENN
NEW YORK TIMES

Some question if utility, 
lawmakers can come up  
with equitable solutions

TURN TO PG&E » PAGE A2

INSIDE
Interim CEO says 
utility must cancel 
$130 million in  
worker bonuses over 
bankruptcy filing, 
wildfire impacts / A2


