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Fieri drops controversial winery plan
TV host opts not to appeal
planning board’s rejection of
project on rural road near SR
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

Guy Fieri has decided not to fight
a decision by Sonoma County planning commissioners to reject his
proposed winery on a rural road
west of Santa Rosa, an unexpected surrender from a celebrity chef
whose network of nine restaurants
now stretches across the country.

POVERTY IN
LAKE COUNTY

The decision represents the growing influence of neighbors and others who have spoken out against
Fieri’s plans and other proposed or
existing wineries that seek to double
as event centers in bucolic county
settings.
Representatives for grape growers and winemakers have admitted
to unease in their ranks that the
rejection of Fieri’s project could signal a stiffer regulatory stance at the
county level for the area’s signature
industry and the tourism business it
generates.
“This has elevated our concerns,”
said Bob Anderson, executive direc-
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Percentage of residents living
under the federal poverty line

tor of United Winegrowers for Sonoma County, which represents about
250 local grape growers and wineries.
The vote against Fieri’s proposal
was exceptionally rare, one of only
two winery projects rejected outright
by planning commissioners in several decades, according to Sigrid Swedenborg, the veteran county planner
who oversaw the Fieri winery proposal. It called for a 10,000-case winery at
his 7.25-acre Willowside Road property, including a tasting room and permission to host 14 events a year.
The Santa Rosa-based Food Network star has been seeking approval
to build the so-called Hunt-Ryd Win-

ery, named after his two sons Hunter
and Ryder, for nearly two years. The
project faced strong neighborhood
opposition from the outset, resulting in a nine-month lag between the
first public hearing last May and
the final unanimous vote against it
this month by the Board of Zoning
Adjustments, which went against a
staff recommendation to approve the
winery.
It remained unclear Tuesday
whether Fieri had plans to revive the
project with a new application.
Fieri and his representatives, including his attorney for the project,
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Many Lake residents
barely getting by

Guy
Fieri
Many neighbors
opposed a project
put forth by the
Santa Rosa-based
Food Network star.
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Kaiser still
lagging
on mental
health
Regulators say HMO has improved,
but problems with scheduling persist
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

Despite some improvements, Kaiser
Foundation Health Plan is still not providing timely appointments for a significant portion of the HMO’s patients in
Northern California, state regulators
said Tuesday.
The Department of Managed Health
Care reported that appointments for
mental health services did not occur
within the required regulatory time
frame in 22 percent of the medical records it reviewed in Kaiser’s Northern
Region. In Kaiser’s Southern Region,
timely appointments did not occur in
9 percent of the medical records regulators reviewed.
The agency also found that Kaiser continued to give some patients “inaccurate
and misleading” information about the
scope of mental health coverage.
“Although Kaiser has taken substantial steps to identify and monitor issues
related to timely access to behavioral
health services, significant and serious
concerns remain,” DMHC Director Shelley Rouillard said in a statement. “Kaiser’s actions have not been sufficient to
TURN TO KAISER, PAGE A5
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SAFETY NET: With daughter Lea in the stroller, Roxxane Wiles of Lucerne waits for her son Leroy after getting food Friday from the Lucerne Alpine
Senior Center food pantry to help tide her over till the end of the month. The center provides groceries to between 15 and 30 families each Friday.

New report published in USA Today ranks county as poorest in state
BY THE
NUMBERS

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

LUCERNE — It’s a sunny
Tuesday morning in Lake County and Yvonne Cox, a former
exotic snake dancer and tattoo
artist, is handing out bags of
groceries from the back of a converted gas station on Highway 20,
where she also sells motorcycles
and secondhand items.
Her food cupboard clients are
people who are living on the
financial edge in a county where
1 in 4 out of 63,860 residents lives
in poverty.
“I didn’t realize how much
poverty there was till I moved
here” 15 years ago, Cox said.
Lake County long has been
near the bottom of the state’s
financial rankings, according to
U.S. Census Bureau figures, and
a recent report published in USA
Today rated it as the poorest.
The ranking was determined by

STALLED ECONOMY: Highway 20 cuts a swath through Clearlake Oaks, shown
Friday. The Oaks has the highest unemployment rate in Lake County.
reviewing census data and labor
and educational statistics.
According to the Census Bureau, 25 percent of Lake County’s population was living in
poverty from 2009 through 2013,

making it the fourth-poorest
county in the state. Only Fresno,
Merced and Tulare counties had
higher poverty rates. Sonoma
County was at 11.9 percent,

■ An estimated
23% of Lake
County residents
are disabled —
double the rate of
Sonoma County.
■ About 20% of
county residents
are over age 65.
■ The median
price of a home in
Lake County from
2009 to 2013
was $183,600.
About 63% of
county residents
own their homes.
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FCC expected
to vote for
net neutrality
By JONATHAN WEISMAN
NEW YO R K T I M ES

WASHINGTON — Last April, a dozen New York-based Internet companies
gathered in the Flatiron Building boardroom of the social media website Tumblr
to hear dire warnings that broadband
providers were about to get the right to
charge for the fastest speeds on the Web.
The implication: If they didn’t pay up,
they would be stuck in the slow lane.
What followed has been the longest,
most sustained campaign of Internet activism in history, one that the little guys
appear to have won. On Thursday, the
Federal Communications Commission is
expected to vote to regulate the Internet
as a public good.
On Tuesday, Sen. John Thune, R-S.D.,
chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee, all but surrendered on efforts to
overturn the coming ruling, conceding
Democrats are lining up with President
Barack Obama in favor of the FCC.
“We’re not going to get a signed bill
that doesn’t have Democrats’ support,”
TURN TO NET, PAGE A1
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