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‘LIKE’ VS. ‘LOVE,’ AND 
MORE: A guide on how to 
use the new reaction icons 
rolled out by Facebook 
on Wednesday  / B1

INSIDE

Democrats press GOP on high court pick

WASHINGTON — From the White 
House to the Capitol to the campaign 
trail, the entire Democratic power 
structure on Wednesday mobilized to 
break through Republican opposition 
and clear a path for President Barack 
Obama to name a Supreme Court 
successor to Justice Antonin Scalia.

Obama — enticed by a history-
altering opportunity — telephoned 

senators and pulled one aside 
Wednesday, took to the Internet to 
detail his “careful deliberation” over 
potential nominees, and reproached 
Republicans for siding with “extreme” 
elements in their party. Hillary 
Clinton rallied African-American 
voters in South Carolina. Democratic 
leaders in the Capitol pressed the 
White House to name a nominee 
quickly, and the Democratic National 
Committee rallied liberal pressure 
groups.

In what appeared to be a political 

feint, one potential nominee’s name 
leaked out, Nevada’s Republican 
governor, Brian Sandoval, a 
candidate seemingly calculated to 
demonstrate the depths of  Republican 
obstreperousness. The president 
invited senior Republicans and 
Democrats to the White House today 
to discuss the process, then postponed 
the meeting Wednesday night after 
it became clear Republicans were 
unlikely to show.

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
AND DAVID M. HERSZENHORN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Brian 
Sandoval 
Nevada governor’s 
name floated as 
Supreme Court 
nominee.
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TRANQUIL VISTA: Mark Gomes on Tuesday looks out his bedroom window at the proposed site of an instructional farm behind his Rohnert Park home. Gomes, who 
says the view was a major selling point when he bought his house four years ago, opposes the farm plan put forth by open space and agricultural interests.

Clash over farm plan 

From their second-floor master bed-
room, Mark Gomes and his wife have 
a magnificent view of  grasslands and 

small farms spreading north of  Rohnert 
Park toward Taylor Mountain.

The view was a major selling point when 
the couple purchased the 2,800-square-foot 
home almost four years ago. But they now 
fear that scene will be marred if  Sono-
ma County officials move forward with 

putting an instructional farm on a vacant 
parcel behind the house.

“Now, we’re going to be looking at a 
starter farm and a lot of  people,” Mark 
Gomes, a retired plumber, said Tuesday 
morning while standing in his driveway.

The couple have joined forces with a 
number of  their neighbors to push back 
against the farm plans. County open space 
advocates and agricultural interests, with 
the backing of  Supervisor Shirlee Zane, 
have honed in on the 45-acre parcel as the 
potential site where budding farmers and 

ranchers could acquire skills that they 
could then parlay into careers growing 
produce or raising livestock.

County residents tend to look favorably 
on small-scale agricultural pursuits and 
locally grown or sourced food. They also 
have backed tax measures aimed at pro-
tecting land from unwanted development. 
The parcel eyed by supporters of  the in-
cubator farm is situated on a community 
separator, a buffer outside city boundaries 

ROHNERT PARK » Proponents see working agricultural operation 
as good use for community separator; neighbors say site too close to houses 

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Healdsburg school’s water tainted
THE LEAD 
PROBLEM
Water in a 
drinking fountain 
at Healdsburg 
Elementary School 
was found with 
a lead level of 
880 ppb; EPA rules 
require corrective 
action at 15 ppb, 
although that 
figure is based on 
the water being 
the main source 
of consumption.

High levels of  lead have been discovered in 
drinking fountains at Healdsburg Elementary 
School’s main building, county school and pub-
lic health officials said Wednesday.

The lead contamination first was detected 
over Thanksgiving break. Though Healdsburg 
school officials immediately shut off drinking 
fountains and began providing bottled water, 

parents and the Sonoma County public health 
department were not notified until this week 
because officials wanted to wait until they had 
a corrective plan in place.

“Currently, no student has any contact with 
drinking water that is of  concern,” said Chris 
Vanden Heuvel, superintendent of  the Healds-
burg Unified School District. “We are working 
with the public health department to make sure 
that there are no health concerns for our stu-
dents. If  we discover that there are, we will be 
issuing an advisory with the county health de-
partment.”

Karen Milman, Sonoma County health offi-
cer, said she was notified of  the problem Mon-

Lead found in drinking fountains 
at elementary campus; source 
shut off, bottled water provided 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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High lead levels have been found in water fountains at 
Healdsburg Elementary School, pictured Wednesday.

SR: Pot 
farms OK 
in certain 
areas

Santa Rosa will allow com-
mercial cultivation of  medical 
marijuana in industrial areas of  
the city, but not, at least for the 
moment, in commercial areas 
and business parks. 

The City Council’s 6-0 vote 
late Tuesday night represents a 
middle ground between the ban 
on large-scale pot growing city 
officials originally had proposed 
in response to new state law and 
the industry’s interest in estab-
lishing legal, permitted oper-
ations across a broader swath 
of  the city, including shopping 
malls. 

“I think being a little more re-
strained as we move forward is 
acceptable,” Mayor John Saw-
yer said. 

The new rules are an interim 
measure designed to allow mar-
ijuana cultivation in areas least 
likely to conflict with existing 
uses until the city can pass a 
comprehensive set of  regula-
tions in the coming months. 

No longer under pressure to 
meet the now-rescinded March 1 
state deadline to regulate the in-
dustry, the city’s move will go to 
a second vote on March 8, and 
if  approved will go into effect 
April 8. 

After that date, growers can 

Council votes to allow 
commercial operations 
in 3 industrial zones

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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