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SONOMA COUNTY » UP TO 30,000 UNITS SHORT

After fires, a push
to fix housing crisis

Adam Schiff

Dems’
rebuttal
memo
released

Document defends
surveillance of Page; FBI
followed him for years
By KAROUN DEMIRJIAN AND
ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — The House
Intelligence Committee released
on Saturday a redacted memo
authored by Democrats and intended to rebut GOP allegations
that federal law enforcement
agencies had political motivations for wiretapping one of
President Donald Trump’s former campaign aides.
In their retort, Democrats
charge that the GOP unfairly
maligned the FBI and the Justice Department for citing in
their surveillance application
information from the author of
a controversial dossier alleging
that Trump had ties to Russian
officials, research that was paid
for by the Democratic National
Committee and Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign.
“Our extensive review …
failed to uncover any evidence
of illegal, unethical, or unprofessional behavior by law enforcement,” said Rep. Adam
Schiff of Burbank, the Intelligence Committee’s ranking
Democrat.
Republican leaders have argued that the former campaign
aide, Carter Page, was unfairly
targeted, saying the surveillance court that approved the
warrant was never told that information from the dossier’s author, former British spy Christopher Steele, was financed by the
Democrats.
According to the Democrats’
memo, Page had been of interest to the FBI for years. It
asserts that the bureau had interviewed him multiple times
about his contacts with Russian
intelligence, including in March
2016 — the same month he was
named a Trump campaign adviser, and months before Steele
was hired to conduct research
on Trump and before he made
contact with the FBI.
The court was told that Steele
had been approached by a “U.S.
person” who had been hired
“to conduct research regarding
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A row of new homes is under construction Thursday in the University District development in Rohnert Park.

October blazes wiped
out 7 years of growth
in housing stock

Rafael Nunez
smooths the
concrete
foundation for
a townhouse
under
construction
Wednesday
at the Village
Station development, by
Blue Mountain
Communities,
along Sebastopol Road in
Santa Rosa.
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s it emerged from the Great Recession and a moribund housing
market, Sonoma County in 2011
needed seven years to build nearly
5,000 new homes.
The fires of October wiped a greater
number of houses and apartments off
the map here in a single day.
The unprecedented disaster deepened
an existing housing crisis and fueled
calls by local officials to dramatically accelerate the pace of new home
construction — perhaps to a level never
before seen in the county, even in the
decadeslong building boom following
World War II.
By two recent estimates, a yawning
gap exists between the housing stock
the county had before the fires — about
208,000 homes, apartments and other
units — and what is needed to keep the
economy growing and to comfortably
house a wide range of workers and
families.
It could be as high as 30,000 units —

equivalent to what exists in Rohnert
Park, Windsor and Sebastopol — according to county supervisors, who set that
figure as an ambitious five-year building
target that would include both the burn
areas and surrounding communities.
“We are eroding the character of our
county by not allowing people who work
here to live here and be a part of the
community,” said Board of Supervisors
Chairman James Gore. The county, he
said, came up with its estimate of
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NRA muscle built on rallying votes
INSIDE

Power comes from
mailings, ads, grading
political candidates
By ERIC LIPTON
AND ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES

JACQUELYN MARTIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

NRA Executive Vice President and CEO Wayne LaPierre speaks Feb. 22 at
the Conservative Political Action Conference in Maryland, days after a
gunman killed 17 students at a Florida high school.
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WASHINGTON — Few places
have seen the National Rifle Association wield its might more
effectively than Florida, where it
has advanced a sweeping agenda
that has made it easier to carry
concealed weapons, given gun
owners greater leeway to shoot
in self-defense and even briefly
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across the country, as
barred doctors from ask- INSIDE
well as on Capitol Hill,
ing patients about their ■ Student
firearms.
activists struggle the NRA derives its political influence instead
To many of its oppo- with grief after
from a muscular electionnents, that decadeslong mass shooting
eering machine, fueled by
string of victories is proof
tens of millions of dolthat the NRA has bought ■ Gunman’s
lars’ worth of campaign
its political support. But lawyer talks
ads and voter-guide mailthe numbers tell a more death penalty
ings, that scrutinizes cancomplicated story: The and impact
didates for their views on
organization’s political Stories, B1
guns and propels memaction committee during
the past decade has not made a bers to the polls.
“It’s really not the contribusingle direct contribution to any
current member of the Florida tions,” said Cleta Mitchell, a forHouse or Senate, according to mer NRA board member. “It’s
campaign finance records.
In Florida and other states
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CAR SALES ACCELERATE: Local registrations
are up and 30 percent of the vehicles were
sold after the October wildfires. / E1
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