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Dems push for Mueller report

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

From left, Victoria Cruz, 14, Matthew Coronado, 14, and Gianna Niemi, 14, learn about diagonals in geometry during a Math 1 class on Wednesday 
at Montgomery High School in Santa Rosa.

Struggling with math
SANTA ROSA » Fewer students passing classes after school district 
changes to college-preparatory courses, mixes students of varying levels Summit 

over; 
future 
cloudy

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran-
cis ended a landmark Vatican 
meeting on clerical sexual abuse 
with an appeal “for an all-out 
battle against the abuse of  mi-
nors,” which he compared to hu-
man sacrifice, but his speech did 
not offer concrete policy reme-
dies demanded 
by many of  the 
faithful.

In the speech 
at the end of  a 
Mass in the Ap-
ostolic Palace’s 
frescoed Sala 
Reggia hall, 
Francis argued 
that “even a 
single case of  
abuse” in the Roman Catholic 
Church — which he said was the 
work of  the devil — must be met 
“with the utmost seriousness.” 
He said that eradicating the 
scourge required more than le-
gal processes and “disciplinary 
measures.”

“To combat this evil that 
strikes at the very heart of  our 
mission,” the pope said, the 
church needed to protect chil-
dren “from ravenous wolves.”

Faithful Catholics — especial-
ly those in the United States and 
other countries that have grap-
pled with the problem for years 
— had demanded more than 
homilies: They wanted action 
that would hold their leaders ac-
countable, once and for all.

They did not get it from the 
pope’s speech.

Less than a year after Santa Rosa 
school board trustees approved 
a college-preparatory course 

requirement for high school students 
to graduate, the district found more 
freshmen are failing mathematics.

About 21 percent of  ninth-graders 
earned an F in math, an increase of  nearly 
7 percent compared with freshmen the 
previous year. The district rolled out a 
more rigorous course called Math 1, which 
integrates algebra and geometry and 
meets requirements to qualify for state 
university systems. The course change 
also reflects the district’s shift toward 

heterogeneous grouping, or classes with 
students of  mixed-ability.

“With a new implementation, there usu-
ally is a dip,” said Anna-Marie Guzman, 
the district’s assistant superintendent of  
teaching and learning.

Last April, the school board adopted the 
more rigorous graduation requirement, 
starting with this year’s freshmen, amid 
a crowd of  Latino students and families, 
who urged the district to squash its two-
track system that channeled high school 
students into either a university-bound 
courseload or classes that would quali-
fy them for vocational and community 
college. They argued the district would 
level the playing field for minorities by re-
quiring students to complete the so-called 

A-G courses, which cover seven different 
subjects, including history, math and lab 
sciences, that are needed to get into the 
state’s public universities.    

However, some teachers, counselors and 
students have criticized the district, saying 
it rushed to implement the college-prep 
course requirement without putting in 
place enough supportive services. 

District officials defended the decision 
as a way to be more inclusive, desegregate 
students and better prepare them for an 
evolving world.

Jenni Klose, the school board president, 
said the decision to move to college prepa-
ratory courses was about civil rights. The 

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Burbank, 
said Sunday that House 
Democrats will subpoena 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
III to testify before Congress 
if  his report on Russian 

interference in the 2016 election 
is not made public.

Schiff, chairman of  the House 
Intelligence Committee, said on 
ABC News’ “This Week” that 
Democrats will also subpoena 
Mueller’s report and are pre-
pared to go to court against the 
Trump administration.

With Mueller’s nearly two-
year investigation believed to 
be coming to an end, Democrats 
are seeking to ramp up pressure 
on Attorney General William 

Barr to release the full find-
ings of  the report — and setting 
down a marker for what course 
they will take if  he doesn’t.

“Well, we will obviously sub-
poena the report. We will bring 
Bob Mueller in to testify before 
Congress. We will take it to 
court if  necessary,” Schiff said. 
“And in the end, I think the 
Department (of  Justice) under-
stands they’re going to have to 
make this public. I think Barr 
will ultimately understand that, 

as well.”
A Justice Department spokes-

woman and a Mueller spokes-
man declined to comment.

During his confirmation 
hearing last month, Barr said 
his goal would be to “provide as 
much transparency as I can con-
sistent with the law.” His testi-
mony prompted concern among 
Democrats that he could choose 
not to release any of  the find-
ings of  Mueller’s team that have 
not already been made public 

through indictments.
Rumors swirled last week that 

the report could be delivered be-
fore the end of  the month. But a 
senior Justice Department offi-
cial said Friday that the report 
will not be coming this week.

President Donald Trump is 
traveling to Hanoi this week for 
a summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

Justice Department 

House to subpoena  
special counsel to testify 
if his findings withheld
By FELICIA SONMEZ
WASHINGTON POST
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Pope calls for ‘all-out 
battle’ against ‘evil’ that 
strikes at church’s heart
By JASON HOROWITZ 
AND ELIZABETH DIAS
NEW YORK TIMES
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‘Green Book’ gets best-picture nod 

LOS ANGELES — The segrega-
tion-era road-trip drama “Green 
Book” was crowned best picture at 
the 91st Academy Awards on Sunday, 
handing Hollywood’s top award to a 
film seen as a feel-good throwback 
by some and ridiculed as an outdated 

inversion of  “Driving Miss Daisy” by 
others.

In a year where Hollywood could 
have made history by bestowing 
best-picture on Netflix (“Roma”) or 
Marvel (“Black Panther”) for the first 
time, the motion picture academy 
instead threw its fullest support be-
hind a traditional interracial buddy 
tale that proved as popular as it was 

divisive. But Peter Farrelly’s “Green 
Book” weathered criticism that it 
was retrograde and inauthentic to tri-
umph over more acclaimed films and 
bigger box-office successes.

It was an unexpected finale to a 
brisk, hostless ceremony awash in 
historic wins for diversity, including 
Spike Lee’s first competitive Oscar. 
Lee, whose “Do the Right Thing” came 
out the same year that “Driving Miss 
Daisy” won best picture, was among 

CHRIS PIZELLO / INVISION

Peter Farrelly, center, and the cast and crew of “Green 
Book” accept the award for best picture at the Oscars 
on Sunday in Los Angeles.

91ST ACADEMY AWARDS » Spike Lee expresses scorn at   
segregation-era flick’s victory, but wins an Oscar himself
By JAKE COYLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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