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SICK SEA LIONS 
REACH COUNTY

6 animals have died locally as crisis expands across the state Empire News

CLOVERDALE BOYS 
PULL OFF A WIN
BENEFIELD: Basketball team 
dominates Fortuna with help of  
two of its star athletes Sports

Talk toughens as US, Israel ties fray

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

Sage Fiflield, left, and Christine Canady talk along the railroad tracks near the end of Fourth Street as a freight car carrying gravel rolls 
behind them Wednesday in Santa Rosa.

Building in Safety

Spate of commuter rail crashes in state spurs SMART officials  
to further explore methods to prevent deadly accidents once service begins 

As communities in the Bay Area and 
Southern California reeled from 
three separate commuter train 

disasters this week, officials constructing 
the North Bay’s passenger rail line are 
studying the accidents and trying to gain 
insight into building the safest possible 
system, while at the same time preparing 
for the worst.

Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit 
officials are installing a high-tech, anti-col-
lision system designed to regulate train 

speeds and prevent the deadliest accidents. 
They are exploring using video monitor-
ing at highly trafficked crossings to alert 
engineers of  possible hazards ahead. And 
they are educating drivers, pedestrians 
and students about safety in a rail corridor 
that has mostly been dormant for decades.

But even with all of  those measures in 
place, officials acknowledge that acci-
dents and fatalities are bound to happen 
when 80-ton commuter trains start rolling 
through the North Bay at a top speed of  
79 mph.

“It would be nice to think that nothing is 

WASHINGTON — When 
President Barack Obama’s na-
tional security adviser sat down 
with her Israeli counterpart at 
the White House last week, she 
upbraided him over leaks in 

Jerusalem that the Americans 
interpreted as an attempt to un-
dermine nuclear negotiations 
with Iran.

The meeting, shielded from 
the public but fraught with ten-
sion, brought home the depth of  
the frustration between Obama 
and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. It is a mutual en-
mity that has only grown in re-
cent days as the Israeli premier 
prepares to address the Repub-
lican-led Congress next week 
about the dangers of  a possible 

nuclear deal with Iran.
What started out last month as 

a dispute over a speech has con-
sumed the two sides ever since, 
threatening long-term conse-
quences and possibly fracturing 
America’s tradition of  bipartisan 
support for Israel. The president’s 
national security adviser, Susan 
Rice, evidently was not mollified 
by the meeting with Yossi Cohen, 
her Israeli counterpart, since she 
said in a TV interview on Tuesday 
night that Netanyahu’s actions 
were “destructive” because they 

were injecting partisanship into 
the relationship.

Her comment came even as 
Netanyahu turned down a new 
invitation to meet separately 
with Senate Democrats while in 
Washington, further fueling the 
partisan flavor of  the dispute. 
For their part, as of  Wednesday 
afternoon, administration offi-
cials had not told the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee, 
a bipartisan pro-Israel lobby, 
who — if  anyone — it was send-

Obama’s security adviser 
calls Netanyahu’s actions 
‘destructive’ ahead of visit 

By PETER BAKER  
and JODI RUDOREN
NEW YORK TIMES
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3 men  
arrested 
in rape of 
hostage

Three men were arrested 
Wednesday in what authorities 
described as the brutal rape of  
a 22-year-old woman who was 
held against her will on a rural 
Santa Rosa compound for near-
ly two months.

Jose Angel Barajas-Mireles 
and Guillermo Crestino Avina, 
both 34, from Santa Rosa and 
Jaime Gomez Cisneros, 52, of  
Watsonville were taken into 
custody about 4 p.m. at the Sono-
ma County Sheriff’s Office, Sgt. 
Cecile Focha said.

Barajas-Mireles, the alleged 
mastermind, was held on sus-
picion of  aggravated sodomy, 
aggravated oral copulation and 
aggravated rape, Focha said. 

His bail was set at $6 million 
because he was deemed a flight 
risk, she said.

Avina and Cisneros were held 
on suspicion of  false imprison-
ment and of  being accessories 
to the crime, she said. 

Detectives believe the men 
began holding the woman some-
time over the holidays at a gat-
ed property in the 3000 block of  
Stony Point Road. She reported 
she was beaten and sexually 
assaulted until her escape last 
week through an open door. 

“It was brutal, absolutely bru-
tal,” Focha said. “The woman 
was terrorized.” 

The woman initially told Pet-
aluma police she had been kid-
napped at gunpoint from the 
Roseland neighborhood where 

Authorities say woman, 22, 
was held nearly 2 months  

at rural SR compound

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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SEBASTIAN SCHEINER / Associated Press

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is slated to address 
the Republican-led Congress 
next week in Washington. 

SMART SAFETY MEASURES

Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit officials 
are working to implement safety measures 
before the rail service begins in 2016.
Positive train control: Safety system 
used to regulate train speeds and ensure 
that two trains cannot collide.
Crossing safeguard: SMART has 
applied for a $250,000 grant to install 
cameras at heavily traveled crossings.
INSIDE: Driver’s attorney says the man 
ran for his life after his truck became 
stuck on the tracks in Oxnard / A4

Police: Duo caught ‘fishing’ for cash in SR bank box 

A man and woman were ar-
rested early Wednesday after 
Santa Rosa police found the 
man using a sticky mouse trap 
to fish for money from a down-
town bank’s night deposit box 
and observed the woman near-
by, acting as a lookout, police 
said.

The unusual theft style has 
cropped up numerous times in 
Santa Rosa of  late with 15 such 
burglaries reported since No-
vember, including several in 
the past two weeks. Around the 
county, law enforcement offi-
cials reported at least 11 more 
cases, two each in Sonoma, 
Windsor, Petaluma, Healdsburg 
and Cloverdale, and one in Lark-
field.

“It’s called fishing,” said Peta-
luma Sgt. Paul Gilman.

Santa Rosa officers Wednes-
day were called at about 6 a.m. 
to the Exchange Bank when a 
security guard reported a man 
acting suspicious outside of  the 
Fourth Street bank, Santa Rosa 
Sgt. Josh Ludtke said.

As an officer drove up to the 
bank, the suspect started to 
walk away and wouldn’t coop-

erate with police, who took him 
into custody. Still dangling into 
the box was a burglary device. 

“He was in the act of  trying 
to steal some deposits out of  the 
night box at Fourth and Men-
docino,” said Ludtke, who su-
pervises property crime inves-
tigations.

The man outside the bank, 
Jose Luis Lara, 33, was arrest-
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