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County families brace
for worst-case scenario

Thomas Perez

DNC
elects 1st
Latino
leader
In heated race, Perez’s
win over Ellison deals
blow to the most liberal
By DAVID WEIGEL
WASHINGTON POST

ATLANTA — Former labor
secretary Thomas Perez was
elected the first Latino chairman of the Democratic National
Committee on Saturday, narrowly defeating Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minnesota, at the end of
a contentious battle over the fate
of the beleaguered party in the
age of President Donald Trump.
Perez’s victory concluded the
first contested race for the DNC
leadership since 1985, a contest the party had extended by
a month to allow more debate.
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Ellison’s defeat was a blow to
the party’s liberal wing, personified by activists, labor leaders
and organizers, many of whom
had supported the presidential bid of Sen. Bernie Sanders,
I-Vermont, and had come to Atlanta to cheer Ellison on. Many
of them warned that by picking
Perez, the party was alienating
the growing “resistance” that
has organized against Trump.
The race was close enough
that it required a second round
of balloting, with Perez winning 235 of 435 votes cast. With
tensions still high as the result
was announced, nine Ellison
supporters chanted “Party for
the people, not big money!” and
stormed out of the room.
“Someday, they’re going to
study this era of American history,” Perez said after his win.
“They’re going to ask the question of all of us: Where were you
in 2017 when we had the worst
president in the history of the
United States? We will be able
to say that the Democratic Party led the resistance and made
sure this was a one-term president.”
Onstage, Perez gave Ellison
the symbolic role of deputy party chairman, and the Minnesota congressman gave a short
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UNDOCUMENTED COUPLE: Xochitl and Jorge hold hands Friday at their home in Santa Rosa. Spurred by the growing fear of unprecedented deportations under the
Trump administration, undocumented residents such as Xochitl and Jorge are drawing up plans to protect themselves and their families.

Local police
walk fine line
with policies

Undocumented residents
in ‘a lot of panic’ amid
US push for deportations
By MARTIN ESPINOZA

By NICK RAHAIM
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ochitl and Jorge have been thinking a lot
about the day federal immigration officials come knocking on the front door of
their mobile home.
The couple, who entered the United States
illegally more than a decade ago, now live in
Santa Rosa with their children, two of them
born in the United States. Their 11-year-old son,
a U.S. citizen, sensing his parents’ tension and
fear, recently told his mother that he wished he
was older so that he could help them, somehow.
“I tell him, ‘Don’t you worry about that. You
have to live your childhood, be happy,’” said
Xochitl, who along with her husband asked
that only her first name be used for fear of
being targeted by federal immigration agents.
“If something should happen, you have to
try to stay together as siblings and know that
we’re going to find someone to take care of
you. And we’re going to find a way to be together again, whether that’s here or in Mexico.”
Xochitl came to the United States illegally
12 years ago with her oldest daughter to be with
her husband, who had crossed the border through
the Sonoran desert two years earlier. Like many
of the estimated 30,000 undocumented immigrants in Sonoma County, they are
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AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN: Kimberly, 10, plays a game
at a desk beneath the collection of taekwondo awards she
and her siblings earned at their home Friday in Santa Rosa.

LEGAL ADVICE FOR IMMIGRANTS

onoma County law
enforcement leaders are
trying to allay fears among
immigrants about a looming
federal crackdown on illegal
immigration, saying their officers don’t investigate or detain
people based on their legal
status — and local chiefs don’t
expect that to change.
At the same time, amid
regional and statewide blowback against President Donald
Trump’s vow to deport millions
of undocumented immigrants,
local chiefs are trying to maintain discretion over how they
cooperate with federal immigration authorities, citing cases
involving serious or violent
offenders and other public safety matters.
“It’s pretty well established to
police chiefs across the county
of what we’re not going to do:
we’re not going to concern our-

Experts: Documented and undocumented immigrants have
rights if Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrives / A11

TURN TO POLICE » PAGE A10

TURN TO DNC » PAGE A2

Celebrities fire up brands as
state’s pot industry blossoms
By PAUL ELIAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DAMIAN DOVARGANES / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pranksters transformed the Hollywood sign on Jan. 1 in Los Angeles.
Celebrities are jumping into the state’s pot industry with their own brands.
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SAN FRANCISCO — Country
singer Willie Nelson, the children
of the late reggae icon Bob Marley and comedian Whoopi Goldberg are just a few of the growing
number of celebrities publicly
jumping into the marijuana industry and eyeing the California
pot market, which is expected to
explode after voters legalized the

recreational use of weed.
Regulators are still scrambling to get California’s recreational pot market launched
and are racing to issue licenses
to growers and sellers by early
2018. Still to be decided is who
will receive the first licenses to
grow, distribute and sell recreational marijuana.
Growers already cleared to
sell medical marijuana in California could be the first in line.

GROCERS CATER TO NEW CROWD: County’s

supermarkets adapting to shifts in consumer
tastes to attract wider range of shoppers / E1

Analysts say brands already
established in legal medical marijuana dispensaries — including
celebrities who partner with approved California growers — will
have a leg up when the first licenses are issued. Several pot-loving
celebrities are in prime positions
because of their fame and backstory with the drug, including
Marley’s children.
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