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“People that live in our shoes for a day or a week or a month will find out what it’s like to be on the street,” said Ikedia Jones, who is part of 
nearly 130 people who were given 30 days’ notice on Wednesday to vacate a homeless camp behind the Roseland Dollar Tree store.

Roseland encampment  
given month to vacate

County putting service center on site to help people find new places to go

Dianne Feinstein

State’s 
Dems
say no to
Feinstein

California Democrats re-
buked Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
at their annual convention this 
weekend, denying her the par-
ty’s endorsement in this year’s 
Senate race and giving a major-
ity of  votes to her liberal prima-
ry challenger, state Senate lead-
er Kevin de León.

Feinstein will now face de 
León in a June primary that 
could define what the Democrat-
ic Party stands for in the age of  
President Donald Trump. The 
challenger is running on uni-
versal Medicare, free college tu-
ition and other issues that have 
captivated the party’s base. 

While Democrats in more 
conservative states have avoid-
ed primary challenges, activists 
see the California race as one of  
several where they can purify 
the party without risking a Re-
publican win in November.

“It shows that the progressive 
arm of  the Democratic Party is 
flexing its muscles,” said Nina 
Turner, the president of  Our 
Revolution, a group founded by 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vermont, 
to elect left-wing candidates. 
“It’s sending a message to the 
establishment that nobody is 
riding for free.”

Just 37 percent of  delegates to 
the statewide convention, held 
this year in San Diego, backed 
Feinstein in her bid for a fifth 
full term. More than 54 percent 
backed de León, who entered 
the race in October and has run 
to Feinstein’s left on health care, 
taxes and immigration.

“It shows where the grass 
roots of  the party is,” said Rep. 
Ro Khanna, D-Santa Clara, a 
congressional freshman who 
had urged Democrats to chal-
lenge Feinstein from the left. 
“She had a chance to make 
her case, Kevin had a chance 
to make his case, and the dele-
gates spoke overwhelmingly for 
change. Kevin’s been coming to 
this convention for the last 10 or 
15 years, and this was the first 
time I’ve seen Sen. Feinstein 
show up.”

Behind the Dollar Tree store in south-
west Santa Rosa, where homeless 
people have lived in tents for more 

than two years, bright yellow notices post-
ed on the chain-link fences surrounding 
two neighboring encampments now warn 
residents their time on the publicly owned 
property is running out.

For the about 130 people who occupy 
the tent villages, the notices are a stark 
reminder that Sonoma County officials 
intend to clear out the Sebastopol Road 
site to make room for a new housing devel-
opment — and soon. Residents have until 
March 23 to leave, the notices say.

But the yellow warnings also herald the 
launch of  an ambitious effort spearheaded 
by the property’s landlord, the Sonoma 
County Community Development Com-
mission. 

Next to the encampments, the com-
mission is setting up a so-called housing 
navigation center, a services hub that 
officials hope can connect each resident 
with housing or shelter before the county 
shuts down the tent villages.

Ikedia Jones, who moved to one of  the 
encampments behind the Dollar Tree 
about a month and a half  ago, said she 
plans to check out the services offered by 
the center. She doesn’t feel like she has 
much choice.

“I’m gonna take advantage of  every-

thing they have to give, because they’re 
taking a lot away right now,” Jones, 49, 
said while making breakfast at her tent 
Thursday. 

But Jones isn’t sure how smoothly the 
encampment’s planned closure will play 
out overall.

“I find it heartbreaking,” she said. 
“Some of  these people won’t be able to get 
some of  the benefits. Some people proba-
bly won’t find a place to go after this. They 
say no parks, can’t live under the bridge, 

can’t live here, can’t live there. Where can 
you live?”

A tent village first settled behind the 
Dollar Tree in the Roseland neighborhood 
in 2015. Originally known as Camp Miche-
la in honor of  a slain homeless woman, it 
was renamed Remembrance Village last 
year by residents of  the first encampment.

The second encampment, Last Chance 
Village, was formed after Santa Rosa 
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One of over 150 notices to vacate a homeless encampent behind the Roseland Dollar Tree store 
within 30 days were posted Wednesday in Roseland.

Games end; N Korea offers talks

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— The overtly political 2018 Winter 
Olympics closed Sunday night very 
much as they began, with human-
ity’s finest athletes marching exu-
berantly across the world stage as 
three nations with decades of  war 
and suspicion among them shared a 
VIP box — and a potential path away 
from conflict.

Senior North Korean official Kim 
Yong Chol, South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and U.S. presidential 
adviser and first daughter Ivanka 
Trump sat in two rows of  seats be-
hind the Olympic rings, meant to 
represent a competition of  peace 
and international unity. In close 
proximity — though with no appar-
ent communication between Trump 
and Kim — they watched a spirited, 
elaborate show that concluded the 
Pyeongchang Games.

Even as dancers performed cul-
tural stories to music before a huge 
crowd, South Korea’s presidential 
office released a brief  statement say-
ing that Pyongyang had expressed 
willingness to hold talks with Wash-
ington.

The North has “ample intentions 
of  holding talks with the United 
States,” according to the office. The 
North’s delegation also agreed that 
“South-North relations and U.S.-
North Korean relations should be 
improved together,” Moon’s office, 
known as the Blue House, said.
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Ivanka Trump, with North and South Korean officials, 
watches the closing ceremony of the 2018 Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea, on Sunday.


