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READY TO WRESTLE: 
Archbishop Hanna’s Alex 
Garcia has taken unusual 
path to become a top seed 
at NCS tournament Sports

BODY FOUND Deputies investigate apparent homicide at rural Penngrove home Empire

BUSTLING
MONTH

March is roaring in with wine, 
cheese, bluegrass, tattoos, 
film, craft brews and more 
TimeOut

IS abducts Christians, destroys ancient art

DATA FOR 
GROWERS
Among the 
information 
available:

 ■ Height of 
warm air during 
frost conditions

 ■ Predicted heat 
spikes

 ■ Facts about 
new topics and 
historical weather 
analysis

ISTANBUL — The reports are hor-
rifying, something out of  a distant 
era of  ancient conquests: entire vil-
lages emptied, with hundreds taken 
prisoner, others kept as slaves; the 
destruction of  irreplaceable works 

of  art; a tax on religious minorities, 
payable in gold.

A rampage reminiscent of  Tamer-
lane or Genghis Khan, perhaps, but 
in reality, according to reports by 
residents, activist groups and the 
assailants themselves, a description 
of  the modus operandi of  the Islamic 
State’s self-declared Islamic caliph-
ate this week as it prosecuted a re-
lentless campaign in Iraq and Syria 
against what historically have been 
religiously and ethnically diverse 
areas with traces of  civilizations dat-
ing to ancient Mesopotamia.

The latest to face the militants’ 
onslaught are the Assyrian Chris-
tians, of  northeastern Syria, one of  
the world’s oldest Christian com-
munities, some speaking a modern 
version of  Aramaic, the language of  
Jesus.

Assyrian leaders have counted 
287  people taken captive, including 
30 children and several dozen wom-
en, along with civilian men and 
fighters from Christian militias, said 
Dawoud Dawoud, an Assyrian polit-
ical activist who had just toured the 
area, in the vicinity of  the Syrian 

city of  Qamishli. Thirty villages had 
been emptied, he said.

The Syriac Military Council, a lo-
cal Assyrian militia, put the number 
of  those taken at 350.

Reached in Qamishli, Adul Ahad 
Nissan, 48, an accountant and mu-
sic composer who fled his village 
before the brunt of  the fighting, said 
a close friend and his wife had been 
captured.

“I used to call them every other 
day. Now their mobile is off,” he said. 
“I tried and tried. It’s so painful not 

Assyrian community reports 
hundreds taken captive  

in militant group’s rampage

By ANNE BARNARD
NEW YORK TIMES
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Sonoma County Water Agency engineer Cordel 
Stillman on Thursday stands next to existing solar 
panels atop a levee at an agency holding pond. By 
next year, panels will be in place on the water.

Growers’ high-tech tools

New monitoring equipment can help vineyard operators deal with frost, heat 

Call it “Moneyball” for the 
vineyards.

Just as Oakland A’s gener-
al manager Billy Beane used data 
analysis to find bargain baseball 
players to put his team into the 
playoffs, local grape growers now 
can benefit from similar analytics 
to help them with frost and heat 
protection as well as water man-
agement.

“It doesn’t care who you are or 
what you do. If  you are better in-

formed, you can make better deci-
sions,” said David Reynolds, senior 
research meteorologist with the 
Cooperative Institute for Research 
in the Environmental Sciences.

The new high-tech tools are 
taking on added importance as 
bud break has started earlier than 
normal this year, exposing the 
North Coast’s $1.5 billion grape 
crop to the threat of  frost damage. 
Freezing temperatures already 
have been reported this week, 
prompting growers to turn on their 
wind machines and spray their 
vineyards with water to prevent the 

tender buds from freezing.
Growers can receive either email 

or text alerts calibrated annually 
to certain weather parameters 
from 12 automated stations based 
around Sonoma County, with vine-
yard managers able to view  
real-time data on their smart-
phones or computers.

They can receive morning and 
afternoon frost forecasts with ad-
ditional information on new topics, 
such as a powdery mildew index to 
combat against disease, and histor-
ical analysis going back to 2011. 
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State poll: 
Keep rules 
on water 
voluntary

In what could be a fourth year 
of  drought, virtually all Califor-
nians say the state’s water situa-
tion is serious — but the major-
ity still favors voluntary rather 
than mandatory restrictions, a 
new Field Poll released Thurs-
day found.

They are concerned about 
water storage and supply, the 
poll found, an opinion reflected 
in passage of  last November’s 
Proposition 1, a $7.5 billion bond 
measure for new water projects.

“There are certain trade-offs 
that voters support — and some 
they are reluctant to support, 
such as mandatory rationing,” 
said Mark DiCamillo, director 
of  the Field Poll. “What they 
support is trying to expand the 
water storage and supply facil-
ities on government property.”

About half of voters polled 
supported the idea of relaxing 
government restrictions on proj-
ects in state parks and forests. 
Voters are also evenly divided 
about the idea of allowing the 
state to relax environmental reg-
ulations protecting fish and the 
San Francisco Bay and Delta.

The findings are part of  a re-
port released Thursday by the 
Field Research Corporation, 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan firm 
based in San Francisco. The 
survey questioned 1,241 regis-
tered California voters in six 
languages.

“One silver lining of  this se-
vere drought is that it has raised 
Californians’ awareness of  the 
importance of  our water sup-
plies,” said Ellen Hanak of  the 
Public Policy Institute of  Cali-
fornia. Passage of  the state bond 
measure means that “funds will 
support more conservation, 
more use of  treated wastewa-
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Almost all deem drought 
serious; half open to easing 
some environmental rules

Sewage ponds, floating solar panels pair up

Sonoma County’s new public electrici-
ty supplier is turning to the sun and wa-
ter — the airspace over treated sewage 
ponds, specifically — to generate power 
for local homes and businesses.

Under a deal signed Thursday with a 
San Francisco-based renewable energy 
developer, officials with Sonoma Clean 
Power, now the default electricity pro-
vider in Sonoma County, unveiled a plan 

to install a 12.5-megawatt solar farm on 
floating docks atop holding ponds operat-
ed by the county Water Agency.

When completed in 2016, the project, 
which will provide enough electricity to 
power 3,000 homes, will be the largest so-
lar installation in the county. 

It also will help fulfill one of Sonoma 
Clean Power’s central goals — to develop 
local sources of renewable energy for its ex-
panding customer base, now taking in more 
than 160,000 residential and commercial ac-
counts across five cities in the county.

Before its launch last May, and through 
its first nine months of  operation, the 
public venture faced pointed questions 
as to how quickly it would be able to 
spearhead local energy projects given 

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

TRACKING CONDITIONS: Steve Thomas, director of vineyard operations at Kunde Family Vineyards in Kenwood, checks temperature readings relayed to his 
phone from a high-tech weather station that also measures soil moisture through vineyard sensors, one of several new resources for grape growers.
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Sonoma Clean Power forges deal 
to put 12.5-megawatt installation  
atop Water Agency holding ponds
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“If you are better informed, you can make better decisions.” 
DAVID REYNOLDS, Cooperative Institute 

for Research in the Environmental Sciences meteorologist


