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SERVING SENSE: Bar manager Alex Kaplan pours beer for a customer at Jackson’s Bar and Oven in Santa Rosa earlier this week. Kaplan, who has taken alcohol service 
training through an industry group, said workers need to be able to recognize signs of intoxication. “We’re responsible for protecting the restaurant we work in,” he said.

How to say ‘no more’ 
STATE ASSEMBLY » Bill aimed at curbing drunken driving 
would require training servers to deny alcohol to intoxicated patrons 

KATE WILSON

The Sonoma County sheriff’s helicopter brings an 
individual to shore Friday at Goat Rock State Beach.

In a move to cut down on the deadly 
toll from drunken driving, a Southern 
California legislator has proposed a bill 

that requires training for restaurant and 
bar workers intended to prevent the serv-
ing of  alcohol to intoxicated patrons.

Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez, 
D-San Diego, said her measure was a 
reaction to the deaths of  two UC San 
Diego medical students killed in May by 
a wrong-way drunken driver. More than 
10,000 people a year — an average of  one 
every 52 minutes — die in crashes involv-
ing alcohol, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration says.

The state-approved, four-hour train-
ing courses for bartenders, servers and 
managers would include “intervention 
techniques to prevent the service or sale 
of  alcoholic beverages to underage or 
intoxicated persons,” the bill says. Other 
topics include the “social impact of  alco-
hol” and its impact on the body.

The requirement would take effect in 
July 2020. It would give workers three 
months to complete an approved course, 
which they would have to repeat every 
three years.

Sonoma County and Santa Rosa already 
have codes requiring employee training 
for businesses that serve alcohol.

Introduced last week, Assembly Bill 
2121, the Responsible Interventions for 

Beverage Servers Training Act, does not 
apply to wine tasting rooms, but Gonzalez 
is likely to amend the measure to include 
craft beer and wine tasting facilities, said 
Evan McLaughlin, the assemblywoman’s 
chief  of  staff.

“The intent is to cover all onsite con-
sumption,” he said.

A Santa Rosa police sergeant and a 
restaurant bar manager voiced support 
for the concept.

“We’re mindful of  establishments that 
are over-serving customers,” said Sgt. 
Ryan Corcoran, who supervises downtown 
law enforcement and traffic investigations. 

Santa Rosa police handled 174 DUI 

A prominent Healdsburg-area 
winery and Geyserville farm la-
bor contractor were fined $42,300 
for housing vineyard workers in 
“deplorable” conditions, federal 
regulators announced Friday.

Ridge Vineyards and Four 
Seasons Vineyard Management 
violated federal employment 
laws and exposed their seasonal 
migrant workers to unsafe liv-
ing conditions, according to the 
U.S. Department of  Labor. Inves-
tigators said they found exposed 
electrical wiring, no heating and 
a lack of  screens and doors that 
led to rodent and insect infesta-
tions in a farmworker housing 
facility at a Ridge vineyard just 
north of  Healdsburg. 

Ridge Vineyards said the 
housing facility had been in-
spected by state regulators for 
a number of  years and always 
was in compliance with Califor-
nia regulations.   

“This is the first time this 
housing has failed an inspec-
tion,” Nicole Buttitta, vice pres-
ident of  human resources at 
Ridge, said in an email.

At least 10 workers brought in 
for the grape harvest were living 
in the unit when the Department 
of  Labor started looking into 
housing conditions at the vine-
yard last summer, said Alberto 
Raymond, assistant district di-
rector for the agency’s Wage and 
Hour Division in San Francisco.

The winery owned and con-
trolled the property, he said. 
Four Seasons collected the rent 

Feds cite deplorable  
conditions for workers 
at Ridge Vineyards
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HEALDSBURG

Family rescued at Goat Rock
ONLINE: To view a video of Friday’s rescue, 
go to pressdemocrat.com

A Lake County family who ven-
tured too close to the pounding surf  
at Goat Rock State Beach survived a 
harrowing encounter with the pow-
erful Pacific Ocean on Friday, thanks 
in large part to a state lifeguard who 
leaped in to make a rescue that would 

land him briefly in the hospital with 
hypothermia.

Five family members initially ran 
into trouble shortly after 3 p.m., 
when they were knocked over by a 
rushing wave, emergency respond-
ers said.

But two, Amanda Viola, 25, of  
Clearlake and her 7-year-old daugh-
ter, then were dragged away by a 
second wave in such heavy surf  they 
could not get back to shore, Super-
vising State Park Ranger Damien 
Jones said.

State Parks lifeguard Aaron Pend-
ergraft, who was patrolling the beach 

near Jenner when he saw disaster 
unfolding, was soon out to sea with 
them, diving in without so much as 
donning a wet suit and clutching the 
pair for 10 or 15 minutes a quarter- 
mile offshore while they awaited heli-
copter rescue, Jones and others said.

A 15-year-old boy who also was 
pulled offshore with the second wave 
managed to get to safety with the aid 
of  some bystanders, Jones said.

Lifeguard’s heroics help pair 
stay afloat until helicopter 
plucks them from surf
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SF tent city remains as deadline passes

SAN FRANCISCO — An order by 
city officials to vacate a sidewalk tent 
camp in a commercial district has re-
kindled passions over the city’s long-
standing homeless problem, which 
residents say has reached crisis levels.

Inhabitants of  the encampment 
near a Costco and car dealerships de-
fied the city’s order to disperse by Fri-
day, forcing a dilemma for San Fran-
cisco’s municipal government, which 

has until now sought to use gentle per-
suasion in its dealing with the large 
homeless population.

“I kind of  want to stay put and fight 
it out,” said Elizabeth Stromer, 45, a 
former nurse who lives in a tent not 
far from a BMW dealership on the 
edge of  the city’s Mission District. She 
described the standoff as a “personal 
battle” between the homeless and the 
administration of  Mayor Ed Lee.

The city targeted 50 tents under 
a highway overpass — which shel-
ter a small fraction of  the more than 

6,000  homeless people in the city — 
because of  what it called the “accu-
mulation of  garbage, human feces, 
hypodermic needles, urine odors” and 
other unsanitary conditions.

The majority of  tents still were 
standing Friday afternoon and many 
inhabitants vowed to hold their 
ground.

“What we need is a solution,” said 
a homeless man who gave his name 
as Santino and said he had no plans 

GABRIELLE LURIE / NEW YORK TIMES 

Twitch Napier sits with her dog, Shiva, on Thursday 
near tents set up under the Highway 101 freeway in 
San Francisco, part of a large homeless encampment.
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