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President Donald Trump

House 
votes  
to block 
Trump

WASHINGTON — The House 
on Tuesday passed a resolution 
to overturn President Donald 
Trump’s declaration of a nation-
al emergency on the southern 
border as majority Democrats 
painted an apocalyptic portrait of  
a lawless chief executive who is 
out to gut the Constitution.

The 245-182 tally was mostly 
along party lines, with 13 Repub-
licans defecting to side with Dem-
ocrats on a vote that effectively 
became a test of GOP loyalty to 
Trump. Despite their frequent 
complaints of executive over-
reach during President Barack 
Obama’s administration, most 
Republicans fell in line with 
Trump’s decision to try to cir-
cumvent Congress to get billions 
of dollars for his border wall. As 
a result, the vote fell well short 
of the two-thirds majority that 
would be required to overcome 
Trump’s threatened veto.

Democrats argued that 
Trump’s claim of a crisis at the 
border was baseless, and that he 
was embarking on the road to 
dictatorship by unilaterally de-
claring an emergency to try to get 

Democrats lead charge 
to overturn president’s 
emergency declaration
By ERICA WERNER, SEUNG 
MIN KIM AND PAUL KANE
WASHINGTON POST
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State audit 
reveals harsh 
treatment 
of detainees

SACRAMENTO — Lengthy 
stays in cells. A lack of  access 
to doctors, counselors and legal 
aid. Few bilingual staffers who 
can explain rules or services. 
Limited opportunities to call or 
see friends and family.

On Tuesday, Attorney Gener-
al Xavier Becerra released find-
ings from the first state inspec-
tion of  California’s immigrant 
detention centers, designed to 
provide a deeper look into the 
conditions inside the system as 
the Trump administration takes 
a more aggressive approach to 
confining people who are in the 
country illegally. California is 
one of  the first states to examine 
everyday operations at the facil-
ities.

Over the past three years, 
more than 74,000 immigrant 
detainees from more than  
150 countries have been held at 
California’s 10 public and pri-
vate detention centers, all in-

By JAZMINE ULLOA  
AND ANITA CHABRIA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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IMMIGRATION

Thousands of  people were ordered to leave 
homes along the Russian River on Tuesday 
before they were overtaken by rising flood-

waters as an atmospheric river stalled over Sono-
ma County, inundating the region with unprece-
dented amounts of  rain.

The brunt of  the storm has now passed, but 
its impact will only grow 
Wednesday as water con-
tinues to pour into the 
rain-swollen river from 
the hills above. Residents 
in Guerneville were 
warned to brace for the 
worst flooding in more 
than two decades before 
the Russian River crests 
late Wednesday night and 
slowly begins to recede.

About 3,800 people were ordered by the Sono-
ma County Sheriff’s Office to evacuate more than 
two dozen communities — including Guerneville, 
Monte Rio and Duncans Mills — in an area that 
stretched from Asti in the north to Jenner in the 
west, where the river empties into the Pacific 
Ocean. Emergency shelters were opened in Santa 
Rosa and Sebastopol to house displaced residents.

 The river was forecast to crest at 11 p.m. 
Wednesday in Guerneville at 46.1 feet, its high-
est level since 1997 when it hit 45 feet. That would 
still be shy of  the record level set by the infamous 
Valentine’s Day flood of  February 1986, when the 
river submerged much of  Guerneville at 49.5 feet.

“We’re talking about access to all of  Guerneville 
being blocked by water. Unless you’re prepared to 
wait this out for a few days, we recommend people 
get out of  Guerneville. Don’t just move to higher 
ground so we’re not having to rescue you,” Sher-
iff’s Sgt. Spencer Crum said. 

Santa Rosa received 5.66 inches of  rain Tuesday, 
breaking a record for daily precipitation dating 
back to 1902, the National Weather Service report-
ed. The downpour brought 6.57 inches of  rain to 
Santa Rosa in the 36 hours since the atmospher-
ic river arrived Monday morning. Venado, in the 
hills west of  Healdsburg, amassed more than a 
foot of  rain — an astounding 14.16 inches — over 
the period.
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Sycamore Court resident Chris Tipton carries a neighbor’s plants to higher ground on Tuesday in Guerneville. About 3,800 people were ordered by 
the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office to evacuate from communities along the Russian River amid record-breaking amounts of rain.

Heavy floods as rain 
reaches record levels

Russian River predicted to hit 46 feet, worst in over 2 decades

Thousands evacuated 
ahead of floodwaters

Jilla Gauthier loaded antique furni-
ture, collectibles and clothes from her 
two Main Street shops onto a U-Haul 
truck, as heavy rain battered water-
logged Guerneville throughout Tues-
day.

Black plastic bags filled with clothes 
lay on the floor of  one of  her shops, 
Queen River Clothing. Wooden shelves 
were placed on top of  metal cloth-
ing racks to keep them from getting 
wet should the floodwater inundate 
Guerneville’s main thoroughfare as 
predicted by Wednesday night.

Gauthier, who also owns River Queen 
Handmade & Collectibles, worked fe-

verishly to save what she could with a 
single regret on her mind. 

“I was a fool and I didn’t buy flood in-
surance,” she said.

Gauthier was among thousands of  
Russian River-area residents and busi-
ness owners who spent Tuesday pre-
paring for what’s expected to be the 
region’s worst flooding in two decades. 
The river is forecast to rise to 46 feet by 
11 p.m. Wednesday. If  the river crests 
at 45 feet or higher that would put this 
flood among the region’s worst in his-
tory. The devastating New Year’s Day 
1997 flood was the last time the river 
reached 45 feet.

Although county officials Tuesday 

By GUY KOVNER, RANDI ROSSMANN  
AND NASHELLY CHAVEZ
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Pat and Bob Engel took their dogs for a walk to see the flooding on Green Valley Road  
in Graton on Tuesday afternoon. More than 20 roads were reported closed by flooding.

3,800
Number of residents evacuated  

in Russian River area

22
Number of county roads 

closed on Tuesday

46.10 FEET
Height at which Russian River  
is expected to crest Wednesday

5.66 INCHES
Total rainfall in 24-hour period 

ending 4 p.m. Tuesday

RISING WATER IN GUERNEVILLE


