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Homeland 
Dept. kept 

open 1 week

WASHINGTON — Bordering on dysfunc-
tion, Congress passed a one-week bill late 
Friday night to avert a partial shutdown 
of the Homeland Security Department, as 
leaders in both political parties quelled a 
revolt by House conservatives furious that 
the measure left President Barack Obama’s 
immigration policy intact.

The final vote of  a long day and night 
was a bipartisan 357-60 in the House, a 
little more than an hour after the Senate 
cleared the measure without so much as 
a roll call.

That sent the legislation to the White 
House for Obama’s signature, which the 
president provided just a few minutes be-
fore midnight, capping a day of  bruising 
political battles and rhetoric to match.

“You have made a mess,” House Dem-
ocratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said at 
one point to Republicans, as recrimina-
tions filled the House chamber and the 
midnight deadline neared for a partial 
shutdown of  an agency with major anti- 
terrorism responsibilities.

Even some Republicans readily agreed.
“There are terrorist attacks all over 
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Contentious Congress can’t agree 
on longer term, but averts partial 

shutdown of crucial agencies

Carrillo rebuilding 
social media presence

ON THE 
WEB
For a graph of 
west county 
Supervisor 
Efren Carrillo’s 
activity on 
Facebook since 
2012, and a 
chronology of 
recent posts, 
go to press 
democrat.
com

OUT IN COMMUNITY: Supervisor Efren Carrillo talks to Ana 
Salgado during a Feb. 4 event. Carrillo has not said whether he 
plans to run for a third term in county office next year.

Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo was 
fired up. He’d just attended an immigration 
forum that featured a film documenting the 

story of  a boy who was brought to the United States 
illegally from Mexico when he was a year old. The 
now 25-year-old man’s immigration status is still 
in limbo, partly a result of  political gridlock in 
Washington.

“We ARE a nation of  immigrants,” Carrillo, a 
supporter of  President Barack Obama’s actions 
on immigration policy, wrote on his Facebook wall 
after the event. “The time for comprehensive immi-
gration reform in the U.S. is now.”

The post stood as the first in a series that has 
marked Carrillo’s return to social media after an 
18-month hiatus following his 2013 arrest near 
a female neighbor’s home. His re-emergence on 
social media — Carrillo started posting again on 
Facebook in January — represents one of  the most 
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PUBLIC APPEARANCES: Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo chats with Santa Rosa City Schools’ Gabriel Albavera during a Santa Rosa 
Violence Prevention Partnership event Feb. 4. Carrillo has started posting again on Facebook after an 18-month hiatus following his July 2013 arrest.

SONOMA COUNTY POLITICS

10 months after acquittal, supervisor revives political platform online

By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CARRILLO, PAGE A5

Family 
shocked by 
Penngrove 
homicide

A day after 84-year-old Olga Dinelli 
was found slain in the Penngrove farm-
house where she lived her entire life, her 
family struggled to reconcile what would 
have led someone to kill 
the gentle, churchgoing 
woman.

“She was just a sweet 
little old lady who went 
to church,” said her 
nephew Michael Dinelli 
of  San Rafael. “She didn’t 
cause trouble; she didn’t 
do anything. I assume 
(they were after) mon-
ey or something, but it 
doesn’t make any sense.”

Sonoma County sheriff’s officials said 
Friday they had no suspects in custody in 
the case. A Lexus presumed stolen from 
the Rose Avenue ranch after the slaying 
was recovered, but no further informa-
tion was released.

A close family friend found Dinelli dead 
in her well-worn chair Thursday when he 
arrived to bring the newspaper, as he did 
each day, Dinelli’s nephew said. 

Sonoma County sheriff’s officials iden-
tified Dinelli on Friday, a day after a fran-
tic 911 phone call from the friend just be-
fore noon Thursday brought a large law 
enforcement response to the rural home. 
Sheriff’s officials did not declare her death 
a homicide until nearly 24 hours later.

No one has yet been detained or ar-
rested in the case, according to Sonoma 
County sheriff’s spokeswoman Sgt. Cecile 
Focha. Investigators have shared very few 
details about the case, and have not said 
how the woman died. An autopsy took 
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Nephew: Woman found slain  
at home was ‘a sweet little old lady’; 
officials recover her missing vehicle
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Actor came to embrace Spock legacy

LOS ANGELES — In 1975, 
Leonard Nimoy published an 
autobiography with the defiant 
title, “I Am Not Spock” — an 
attempt to show the world he 
had many more facets than the 
pointy-eared character that had 
come to define him.

Yet two decades later, after 
proving that with a career that 
became a rich blend of  roles 
beyond “Star Trek” along with 
directing, writing and photogra-

phy, he bowed to fate with “I Am 
Spock,” a revisionist sequel.

Nimoy had come to appreciate 
Mr. Spock’s enduring legacy 
and the inspiration the man of  
logic provided the actor and his 
fans alike.

“He’s a part of  me,” he wrote 
in his second memoir. “Not a 
day passes that I don’t hear that 
cool, rational voice commenting 
on some irrational aspect of  the 
human condition.”

“And if  I’m not listening to 
Spock’s voice, then I’m listening 
to the voices of  those who know 
the Vulcan and consider him an 
old friend. … It always amazes 
me and touches me to discover 
how deeply the series affected 
so many people’s lives — people 

Paramount Pictures, undated

Leonard Nimoy appears in character as Spock, a highly 
logical alien from the original 1960s TV series “Star Trek.” TURN TO NIMOY, PAGE A2

Dead at 83, portrayer 
of logical, even-keeled 

Vulcan touched a generation
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