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Bullied teen sues Analy High
Federal probe found
civil rights violations
against former student
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A former Analy High School
student who claims he was subjected to racial slurs and bullying from fellow students over a
two-year period is suing the district and administrators in federal court, alleging they didn’t
do enough to stop it.

The legal action from the family of Evan Mack, a mixed-race
student who left in 2015 after his
sophomore year, comes after
U.S. Department of Education
investigators found Civil Rights
Act violations on the Sebastopol
campus.
Among other things, federal
regulators reviewed evidence
that Mack was harassed in the
classroom and on social media
by students who threatened to
“rip the black off” him, taunted him with racist songs and
shouted epithets at him from

passing cars.
When Mack and his family complained, school officials
investigated but didn’t punish
anyone, the suit says. Mack
stopped attending classes and
dropped out of junior varsity
football, saying he felt like he
“had a target” on his back.
Now, the family is seeking
unspecified monetary damages
for “Evan and to make sure this
type of environment doesn’t occur in the future, ” the family’s
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Former Analy
student Evan
Mack, center, and his
parents, John
and Raquel
Mack, have
filed a federal
civil rights suit
against the
Sebastopol
school for
allegedly
failing to stop
bullying he
suffered.

SANTA ROSA » Courthouse Square’s new features include LED lights,
public electrical outlets, London planetrees and 45,000 concrete pavers
Donald Trump

Trump:
Health
care is
‘complex’
Obamacare repeal and
replacement could delay
president’s other plans
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Jeremy Aragon, of Mike Brown Electric, adusts a photocell on a new streetlight at Old Courthouse Square in Santa Rosa on Friday.

Fairer skies favor faster
work at city’s new square
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

C

onstruction crews reunifying Santa
Rosa’s Old Courthouse Square took
advantage of a break in the weather
last week to make major progress on the
high-profile project.
Under sunny skies that have been rare
this winter, crews installed light poles, laid
pavers, ran irrigation lines to newly planted trees and prepared for concrete pours
that should put the finishing touches on
the side streets this week.
“Now that we’re on the surface, you

see a lot of change happening quickly,”
said Steve Dittmer, the city’s supervising
engineer.
Changes in the $10.5 million project’s
electrical system, surprises like an underground fuel tank and a series of drenching
storms have all conspired to push the
original November completion deadline
back to the end of April.
But between the storms, lots has been
going on behind the scenes, like the delivery of specially fabricated light poles. Now
that it’s drying out, the square is buzzing
with activity.
“It’s very gratifying to get to this point

and be this close to being done,” Dittmer
said. “We’re looking good for the next
week.”
Predictions of more wet weather have
largely evaporated and forecasts now call
for mostly sunny conditions all week.
Crews on Friday began one of the final
and most significant elements of the
project — the installation of 45,000 stone
pavers, which will cover a large percentage of the square’s interior.
The concrete pavers create a durable
surface the city hopes will be suitable for

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump, meeting with
the nation’s governors, conceded Monday that he had not
been aware of the complexities
of health care policymaking: “I
have to tell you, it’s an unbelievably complex subject. Nobody
knew that health care could be
so complicated.”
The president also suggested
that the struggle to replace the
Affordable Care Act was creating a legislative logjam that
could delay other parts of his
political agenda.
Many
policymakers
had
anticipated the intricacies of
changing the health care law,
and Trump’s demands in the
opening days of his administration to simultaneously repeal
and replace President Barack
Obama’s signature domestic
achievement made the political
calculations far more complicated.
Governors of both parties
added still more confusion on
Monday when they called for
any replacement to cover all the
people already benefiting from
the landmark law.
“Of course I am concerned,”
said Gov. Brian Sandoval, the
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SONOMA COUNTY AIRPORT

United Airlines to resume flights to SFO in June
For $163 more, travelers
will be able to start a
trip to Denver from here
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

United Airlines is coming
back to Sonoma County this
summer after a 16-year absence
with three daily departures
to San Francisco International Airport and its connections

around the globe, officials announced Monday.
The news falls short of the
hoped-for direct shot to United’s
hub in Denver. Still, by flying
from Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma
County Airport to San Francisco, local travelers can avoid the
hassle and expense of driving to
the city and parking at the airport there.
“Business and leisure travelers now have conveniently
timed flights to San Francisco

and multiple opportunities to
connect passengers to other cities throughout the Western U.S.
and beyond,” Anthony Toth,
United’s managing director of
sales, said Monday in a statement.
United said the flights, which
begin June 8, will include three
daily departures at 6 a.m., 2:05
p.m. and 5:20 p.m.
Arrivals are scheduled for 1:30
p.m., 4:40 p.m., and 11:15 p.m.
Passengers will fly on a 50-

seat Bombardier CRJ-200 jet.
The flights will be operated as
United Express by Skywest Airlines.
Airport officials said the
flights will be 40 to 45-minutes
long, gate to gate. Passengers
boarding in Sonoma County
won’t have to re-check bags or
go through another security
screening in San Francisco.
United’s online reservation
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