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WASHINGTON — Jared 
Kushner, the president’s son-
in-law and senior adviser, has 
been stripped of  his top-secret 
security clearance after months 
of  delays in completing his back-
ground check, and will now be 
limited in his 
ability to view 
highly classi-
fied informa-
tion, a White 
House official 
and another 
person familiar 
with Kushner’s 
situation said 
Tuesday.

K u s h n e r ’ s 
clearance was reduced to the 
level of  secret and his official 
portfolio inside the West Wing, 
especially with regard to his 
globe-trotting foreign affairs 
work on behalf  of  President 
Donald Trump, is expected to be 
sharply reduced as well, the peo-
ple said.

Since the beginning of  the 
Trump administration, both 
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By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND KATIE ROGERS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Agencies 
criticize 
outdated 
system

The deadly October firestorms 
overloaded California’s anti-
quated mutual aid system, caus-
ing delays in getting critically 
needed firefighters and equip-
ment to Sonoma County, fire 
chiefs testified Tuesday before a 
panel of  state lawmakers in Sac-
ramento.

Bay Area fire agencies knew 
their North Bay neighbors need-
ed help in the first hours of  the 
fires that erupted Oct. 8, and 
they had firefighters and en-
gines poised to deploy. But the 
state’s software system — which 
is processed by dispatchers who 
were overwhelmed by so many 
requests for assistance — meant 
the early requests for as many 
as 400 extra engines placed by 
Cal Fire and local fire officials 
weren’t completely processed 
for many hours, chiefs said.

“We could hear the incident 
command in the North Bay 
fires asking for resources and 
we were unable to send them,” 
said Contra Costa County Fire 
Chief  Jeff Carman, who had 
crews ready but no orders. “We 
were not able to get an order 

Chiefs say aid request 
software led to delays 
for getting assistance
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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OCTOBER FIRES

PARKLAND, Florida —When 
students return Wednesday to 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High, they will start where they 
left off: fourth period.

A guidance counselor was 

explaining this the other day to 
Bruna Oliveira. That’s when the 
freshman felt the grief  well up, 
her mind floating back to when 
she was crouched on the class-
room floor, praying she would 
be spared, eyes squeezed shut 
while her favorite teacher lay 
wounded.

“My teacher is dead,” Bruna 
told the counselor at a Sunday 
orientation. “And I don’t have a 
class.”

Exactly two weeks after gun-
fire transformed this tranquil, 
suburban community into the 
latest chapter in the American 
school-shooting saga, students 
are set to return to the sprawling 
campus. The massacre that left 
17 dead put the campus at the 
center of  a debate over gun vio-

lence and many of  its students 
at the forefront of  a movement 
to change firearms laws.

But in the coming weeks, 
teachers hope to ease students 
back into the business of  learn-
ing: graphing polynomials, dis-
secting Shakespeare, learning 
the countries of  Southeast Asia. 
For Bruna, that should mean 
starting with geography class.

By MORIAH BALINGIT
WASHINGTON POST

Classes to resume at shattered Florida school
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SCARS AND SOLIDARITY » Survivors head back 
with heavy hearts plagued by grief, guilt, anger
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Sonoma County Supervisor Susan Gorin talks about the failure of the county’s warning system in wake of the October wildfires during Tuesday’s 
Board of Supervisors meeting. Gorin, who lost her Oakmont home in the fires, says she’s deeply troubled by the emergency alert system. 

‘We could have 
saved lives’ in fires

Supervisors 
slam failures in 
notifying public

Sonoma County Supervisor 
Susan Gorin wept Tuesday 
as she laid bare her lingering 
concerns about the county’s 
failure to warn many people in 
the path of  the deadly October 
wildfires, telling her colleagues 
and community members she 
was deeply troubled by inade-
quate efforts to alert the public 
of  the catastrophe.  

“All my life I placed my faith 
in the professionals — you 
guys rock,” Gorin said after a 
morning presentation from the 
top county emergency official 
during the Board of  Supervi-
sors’ daylong study of  their di-
saster response system. “And 
to tell you that I am horribly 
disappointed is an understate-
ment.”

Her voice trembling from the 
start, Gorin, who lost her Oak-
mont home in the fires, told of  
the “horror stories” recounted 
to her over the past four months 

by friends and constituents in 
Sonoma and Bennett valleys, 
where two people were killed 
and more than 650 homes were 
destroyed in the three-week in-
ferno.    

“My heart bleeds every 
time,” she said, linking the ac-
counts she’d heard of  that first 
night directly to the county’s 
much-criticized failure to send 
more widespread emergency 
alerts in the initial firestorm. 
“I hug them and listen to them. 

Not one person received an 
alert. What the hell are we do-
ing here?” 

Gorin’s comments marked 
perhaps the strongest and most 
personal rebuke from a local 
politician regarding the emer-
gency alert system officials used 
to warn the public about the 
fast-moving wildfires that de-
stroyed some 5,300  homes and 
killed 24  people in the county. 
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A firefighter works to put out a house fire on Oct. 9 in Glen Ellen.

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A torrent of  firsthand reports 
from firefighters, law enforce-
ment and 911 callers on Oct. 8 
confirmed a massive natural 
disaster was unfolding in the 
North Bay, but Sonoma County 
had no coordinated system in 
place to track the location and 
spread of  the destructive fires 
that erupted that night.

The shortfall, documented in 
a state review and the subject of  
public scrutiny in the past four 
months, hampered the county’s 
attempt to warn people and di-
rect them to safety, county su-
pervisors acknowledged Tues-
day in their first public meeting 
about the emergency response 
system.  

“We could have saved lives 
if  we’d had a better system of  
alerts,” said Supervisor Susan 
Gorin, who wept Tuesday as she 

How might 
we prepare for 
next disaster?
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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