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Cohen tells Congress Trump is ‘a racist,’ ‘con man’

WASHINGTON — In a damning 
depiction of  Donald Trump, the pres-
ident’s former lawyer on Wednesday 
cast him as a racist and a con man 
who used his inner circle to cover 
up politically damaging allegations 
about sex, and who lied throughout 
the 2016 election campaign about his 
business interests in Russia.

Michael Cohen, who previously 

pleaded guilty to lying to Congress, 
told lawmakers that Trump had ad-
vance knowledge and embraced the 
news that emails damaging to Hillary 
Clinton would be released during the 
campaign. But he also said he hano 
“direct evidence” that Trump or his 
aides colluded with Russia to get him 
elected, the primary question of  spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller’s investi-
gation.

Cohen, shaking off incessant crit-
icism from Republicans anxious to 
paint him as a felon and liar, became 

the first Trump insider to pull back 
the curtain on a version of  the inner 
workings of  Trump’s political and 
business operations.

“He is a racist. He is a con man. And 
he is a cheat,” Cohen said of  the pres-
ident.

He likened the president to a “mob-
ster” who demanded blind loyalty 
from underlings and expected them 
to lie on his behalf  to conceal infor-
mation and protect him — even if  it 
meant breaking the law.

“I am not protecting Mr. Trump 
anymore,” Cohen declared.

“My loyalty to Mr. Trump has cost 
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Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s ex-personal 
lawyer, testifies Wednesday before the House 
Oversight and Reform Committee in Washington.

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING » President’s former personal 
attorney presents evidence; GOP criticizes his credibility
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Scott Heemstra takes Veronica Burdette out of the flood zone Wednesday as floodwaters rise along Mill Street in Guerneville.

Worst in a generation

The Russian River rose to its highest 
level in a generation late Wednesday, 
flooding storm-battered neighbor-
hoods up and down the main stem and 
turning several lower river towns into 
islands disconnected from the rest of  
Sonoma County because floodwater 
and mudslides closed major roads.

Thousands of  people were displaced 
as the roiling river escaped its banks 
and flattened into a broad expanse 
of  brown plasma that swept through 
vineyards, riverside neighborhoods 
and other low-lying areas, swamping 
cars and picking up all kinds of  de-
bris, including a dumpster and port-a-
potties seen carried away in the swift 
current.
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Guerneville 
residents stuck 
after deluge 

GUERNEVILLE — Nickolas 
Nachorny, 34, anxiously stood at 
the edge of  brown floodwater cov-
ering Highway 116, just south of  
Guerneville Wednesday afternoon. 

Carrying a backpack and wear-
ing shorts and waterlogged sneak-
ers, Nachorny spent much of  the 
morning desperately trying to 
figure out how to get back to the 
Sebastopol urgent care center 
where he dropped off his wife and  
2-year-old son Tuesday night be-
fore coming back to town to help a 
friend evacuate.

A sharp rock and a flat tire 
stranded him in Guerneville, 
which by early Wednesday morn-
ing was surrounded by water as 
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Flooded Russian 
River swamps 
communities

Chris Tipton and a friend embrace as they finally get to leave Guerneville on a National 
Guard truck to be taken out of the flood area.
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