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2 OWLS PITTED AGAINST 
EACH OTHER: Biologist 
demonstrates that killing 
barred owls makes room 
for spotted owls / A5

INSIDE

In Oscars upset, ‘Spotlight’ best picture
OSCAR HIGHLIGHTS
Best picture: “Spotlight”
Best actor: Leonardo DiCaprio 
in “The Revenant”
Best actress: Brie Larson 
in “Room”
Supporting actor: Mark 
Rylance in “Bridge of Spies”
Supporting actress: Alicia 
Vikander in “The Danish Girl”
Best director: Alejandro Inarritu 
for “The Revenant”

INSIDE: Hollywood fans turn 
out for benefit Oscar party at  
Petaluma’s Mystic Theatre A3

LOS ANGELES — In an underdog win 
for a movie about an underdog profes-
sion, the newspaper drama “Spotlight” 
took best picture at the 88th Academy 
Awards on Sunday, where remarks on 
lack of  diversity in Hollywood dominat-
ed proceedings.

Tom McCarthy’s film about the Bos-
ton Globe’s investigative reporting on 
sexual abuse by Roman Catholic priests 

won over the favored frontier epic “The 
Revenant.” The well-crafted procedur-
al, led by a strong ensemble cast, had 
lagged in the lead-up to the Oscars, los-
ing ground to the flashier filmmaking of  
Alejandro Iñárritu’s film.

But “Spotlight” — an ode to the hard-
nose, methodical work of  a journalism 
increasingly seldom practiced — took the 
night’s top honor despite winning only 
one other Oscar for McCarthy and Josh 
Singer’s screenplay. Such a sparsely- 
awarded best picture winner hasn’t hap-
pened since 1952’s “The Greatest Show 
On Earth.”

After four previous misses, Leonar-
do DiCaprio won his first Oscar for his 

Journalism drama beats 
favored ‘Revenant’; DiCaprio, 
Larson best actor, actress

By JAKE COYLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The cast and crew of “Spotlight” celebrate after it won best 
picture Sunday at the 88th Academy Awards ceremony.

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

WHAT’S IN AN AGE?: Kathy Gaylord, age 15 or 60, depending on how you count it, sits with her husband, Joe, and their dog Izzy on Saturday at her Santa Rosa home.

Leap babies get their day
With birthdays only every 4 years, Sonoma County residents 
born on Feb. 29 put up with ribbing, occasional hassles 

While most kids were turning 
12 in sixth grade, Kathy Gaylord 
— Kathy Crawley back then — 

turned 3. Kind of.
Gaylord’s a leap day baby, you see. So 

while she technically turned 12 like the 
rest of  the kids at her Long Beach ele-
mentary school, it was only the third time 
she got to celebrate her actual birthdate: 
Feb. 29.

And in honor of  that, her teacher had 

her leave the room so the rest of  her class-
mates could “surprise” her by making 
handmade birthday cards.

Her husband, Joe, revels in the fact, too.
“Oh, people would roll their eyes when 

my husband would tell them that his 
wife was 9,” the Santa Rosa woman said, 
laughing. 

For a while there, being born on a day 
that occurs only once every four years 
presented a bit of  a problem for Gaylord at 
the DMV. Feb. 29, apparently, didn’t exist 
in their system, so she went with Feb. 28 
instead. 

These days, she still tries to celebrate 
her birthdays in a big way, usually with 
a beach vacation, rounding up her three 
adult children, who are scattered through-
out California.

Today is her 60th birthday, or her 15th,  
depending on how you look at it. So, 
what’s on the agenda?

A road trip to visit one of  her sons in 
Big Bear City, she said. He moved there in 
November, and the family hasn’t yet been 
able to visit. 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“Oh, people would roll their eyes when my husband would tell 
them that his wife was 9.”
KATHY GAYLORD, Santa Rosa woman born on leap day in 1956

Wanted: 
Tough 
court 
nominee

WASHINGTON — Would you 
apply for a job when the applica-
tion process includes attacks so 
vicious that your spouse weeps 
and the hiring committee al-
ready has announced that it 
won’t even consider you for the 
position?

Not a chance, right?
But what if  the person asking 

you to apply is the president of  
the United States, and the posi-
tion is a lifetime appointment to 
the Supreme Court?

In the battle between Sen-
ate Republicans and President 
Barack Obama over the Su-
preme Court is a question about 
whether anyone would be will-
ing to get between them.

“A sterling record,” Obama 
wrote last week when describ-
ing the personal and profession-
al qualities he is looking for in 
a nominee. “A deep respect for 
the judiciary’s role. An under-
standing of  the way the world 
really works.”

Among the qualities he did 
not mention but would seem 
essential are preternaturally 
thick skin and an almost sui-
cidal willingness to become the 
central player in a political fight 
that seems likely to end in fail-
ure, at least this year.

“No top-tier candidate at this 
moment in time would be crazy 
enough to do this,” said Steve 
Schmidt, who helped lead the 
confirmation process for Chief  
Justice John Roberts Jr. in 
2005 and Justice Samuel Alito 
Jr. months later. “It would be a 

Who will be willing 
to become center of 
blistering Senate fight?

By GARDINER HARRIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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A reminder of Anaheim’s 
history with Klan rallies

ANAHEIM — The home of  Disney-
land, the self-proclaimed Happiest Place 
on Earth, is also the town where the Ku 
Klux Klan once ran the City Council, 
burned crosses and rallied 10,000 people 
in a city park.

That rally back in 1924 proved to be 
a turning point for Anaheim, which 
ousted the Klan and broke ground on  

Disneyland a generation later. Now a 
majority-Latino city of  350,000, it’s hard-
ly welcome territory for a KKK protest 
against immigration.

Mayhem ensued Saturday as soon as 
six Klan members pulled up in a black 
SUV for a rally they had advertised in ad-
vance and pulled out signs saying “White 
Lives Matter.”

Dozens of  protesters swarmed in and 
LUIS SINCO / LOS ANGELES TIMES 

Counterprotesters scuffle with a Ku Klux Klansman 
after members of the KKK tried to start a “White 
Lives Matter” rally in Anaheim on Saturday.

By AMANDA LEE MYERS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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