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NORTH COAST WEATHER

Searching for El Niño
beneath sunny skies

SR
hires
police
auditor
Expert favors fixing
problems from within
over making them public
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Lielle Smallcomb, 5, and her mother, Jennie, of Santa Rosa take advantage of the warm weather Monday to relax in a mustard field near
Kenwood before modeling dresses for a commercial photographer. For more photos, go to pressdemocrat.com.

County sees less rain than last year, but March likely to be wet
WHERE’S
THE RAIN?

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

I

t was a beautiful day to get outside Monday. Sunny, 70 degrees, the faintest hint of a breeze, and
not a cloud in the sky.
Laszlo Perlaky, 26, and Bence Greifenstein, 23,
were in the Bay Area visiting their friend, 22-yearold Anna Kim of Fremont. The three of them decided to take advantage of the warm weather and hike
up Taylor Mountain. By the time they’d returned to
the parking lot, Greifenstein had taken his shirt off.
“Trying to get a tan,” he said, laughing.
Sharon Carlson, 60, of Rohnert Park was there,
too, packing up a bag before she headed out to play
a round of disc golf. “I’m here every day,” she said.
“Rain or shine.”
“It’s definitely been beautiful weather — February, are you kidding me?” said Joel Swanlaw, part of
another group just leaving the course. The 33-yearold Santa Rosan and his two friends, Robin Blaney,
34, of Petaluma and Robert Baba, 31, of Forestville,
all had the day off, and what with the weather, they
figured disc golf up on Taylor Mountain was a pretty
perfect way to spend it.
“We have the day off and it was beautiful, and,

Santa Rosa has hired a police
auditor to review the police department’s internal investigations into complaints, officer
discipline and use-of-force incidents.
Bob Aaronson, a Palo Alto attorney who also serves as the police auditor in Davis and Santa
Cruz, will work on a part-time,
on-call basis and already has begun reviewing complaints and
personnel investigations since
the city quietly retained his services in January.
Santa Rosa Police Chief Hank
Schreeder said that he originally hired Aaronson in 2014 to produce a one-time review of the
way his department investigates
citizen complaints and other internal investigation practices.
Schreeder said Aaronson’s report led to several changes, such
as collecting more data on how
officers use force. He and city
manager Sean McGlynn agreed
to hire Aaronson on an ongoing
basis.
“What the community will
learn is we’re not afraid of being
evaluated,” Schreeder said.
Aaronson said he has an office
within the Police Department
and access to internal records.
Aaronson will be in Santa Rosa

Santa Rosa precipitation
totals in inches, from the
National Weather Service
Feb. 2016: 0.74 inches
Jan. 2016: 10.87
Dec. 2015: 7.0
Nov. 2015: 1.48
Oct. 2015: 0.09
Five-month-old Dasha Perez was placed in a field of
mustard near Kenwood to be photographed by parents
Frank and Selene of Sonoma on Monday.
you know, we wanted to throw some discs around,”
Blaney said. “I am a little worried that El Niño
hasn’t come. I keep thinking, like, oh yeah, yeah,
yeah — it’s going to come. But, here it is, February,
and we’re having the same weather we’ve had for
like three years.”
Blaney’s concerns are warranted.

Feb. 2015: 4.20 inches
Jan. 2015: 0.12
Dec. 2014: 14.5
Nov. 2014: 3.2
Oct. 2014: 0.86

TURN TO EL NIÑO » PAGE A2

“It’s definitely been beautiful weather — February, are you kidding me?”
JOEL SWANLAW, 33, Santa Rosa
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Clarence Thomas

Thomas
breaks
10 years
of silence
By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES

ocratic nomination. “It really
undermines our fabric as a nation.”
A Clinton-vs.-Trump general
election would put the former
secretary of state and first lady
head to head with an unconventional candidate who has seized
on a current of nationalistic
and anti-immigrant discontent.
Trump has been talking about
the general-election matchup
for a while, predicting that he
will defeat Clinton in unexpected places, including New York
and such Rust Belt states as
Michigan that Republicans hav-

WASHINGTON — Breaking
a decadelong silence, Justice
Clarence Thomas on Monday
suddenly started asking questions from the Supreme Court
bench.
After saying nothing for years
during oral arguments that
have helped shape the fabric of
American law, Thomas seemed
eager to re-engage as he subjected a government lawyer to
a barrage of pointed inquiries.
But Thomas said nothing to
clear up why he had chosen to
end his silence now, exactly 10
years and one week after his last
question.
His record will stand for a
long time — it has no modern
competition. It has been at least
45 years since any other member of the court even went a
single term without asking a
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Clinton prepares Trump battle plan
Demo courts minorities
offended by GOP
front-runner’s comments
By ANNE GEARAN
AND ABBY PHILLIP
WASHINGTON POST

Hillary Clinton and her allies
are shifting their attention to a
likely general-election contest
against Donald Trump that they
expect to be strongly negative
and feature an intensive effort
to draw out minority voters who
feel demonized by the billionaire real estate mogul.
Clinton is still waging a
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hard-fought nomination battle
against Sen. Bernie Sanders
— including 11 contests today
— and some Democrats supporting her are wary of looking
too far over the horizon. But increasingly sure that Trump will
win the Republican nomination, Clinton appears this week
to be running a two-pronged
campaign against both Sanders and an eventual Republican
opponent who sounds a lot like
Trump.
On Monday, for instance,
Clinton lingered on what she
called “scapegoating” and “finger-pointing” in the Republican
race — clearly signaling her
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willingness to criticize Trump.
“The mean-spiritedness, the
hateful rhetoric, the insults —
that’s not who we are,” Clinton
said in Springfield, Mass., a day
ahead of the Super Tuesday voting that is expected to place her
firmly in the lead for the Dem-
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