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windows smashed. A5
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Eagles ready for Division 6 
semifinal matchup.   C1
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falls to Washington; Durant 
suffers knee injury.   C1
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SAFETY RECALL:  Graton 
company recalling three 
versions of applesauce 
made for Trader Joe’s 
because of glass / B8

INSIDE

Homeless people throughout 
Sonoma County will no longer 
need to juggle spots on several 
waiting lists or navigate multi-
ple programs to access shelter 
under a centralized system be-
ing put in place by local govern-

ment and nonprofit leaders.
Over the next several weeks, 

Santa Rosa’s Catholic Chari-
ties will lead the expansion of  a 
2-year-old pilot project that aims 
to provide a single “front door” 
to shelter for homeless residents 
by broadening the initiative’s 
reach from single families to the 
county’s entire homeless pop-
ulation, last estimated at about 
3,000 people. 

Prior to the launch of  the co-
ordinated intake project, home-
less families would often need to 

make multiple in-person visits 
to service providers to figure 
out their process for housing, 
connect with the right people 
and get on a waiting list if  nec-
essary, said Jennielynn Holmes, 
Catholic Charities’ director of  
shelter and housing. For home-
less people “in the middle of  cri-
sis and chaos and trauma,” the 
decentralized approach proved 
particularly difficult to navi-
gate, Holmes said. 

RP hotel studying idea of doubling its rooms

SAN FRANCISCO — The Gra-
ton Resort & Casino is exploring 
the possibility of  doubling the 
number of  rooms at its hotel 
outside Rohnert Park, an expan-
sion that would make it the larg-
est hotel in Sonoma County, the 
leader of  the tribe that owns the 
resort said Tuesday.

During a wide-ranging dis-
cussion at a San Francisco event 
for LGBT business leaders, Greg 
Sarris, tribal chairman of  the 

Federated Indians of  Graton 
Rancheria, said the resort was 
completing an environmental 
review for an additional 200 ho-
tel rooms.

The resort’s first 200 hotel 
rooms opened in November as 
part of  a $175 million expansion 
to the $850 million casino that 
debuted in 2013.

“The hotel is virtually booked 
through April or May or some-
thing like that, and so we’re 
looking at 200 more rooms,” 
Sarris told an audience of  more 
than 200 people gathered at the 

Marines’ Memorial Club 
on Sutter Street.

The potential hotel ex-
pansion is still in the ear-
ly “study stage,” said Joe 
Hasson, the resort’s gen-
eral manager. Hasson, 
who attended the San 
Francisco event, char-
acterized the review as 
a preliminary measure 
to investigate the environmen-
tal feasibility of  adding more 
rooms in the event the tribe de-
cides to build them someday.

“There is no definitive plan 
at this time,” Hasson said. He 
called the review “simply ex-
ploratory.”

Sarris’ comments came 

during his talk at the 
tail end of  a “power 
lunch” event hosted by 
the Golden Gate Busi-
ness Association, the 
country’s first lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and trans-
gender chamber of  
commerce. Sarris was 
interviewed at the event 
by Steve Falk, CEO of  

Sonoma Media Investments, 
which owns The Press Demo-
crat.

During the conversation, Falk 
asked Sarris about his vision for 
the resort for the next five years, 
prompting him to make the 
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GRATON CASINO » Tribal chairman says resort 
completing “exploratory” environmental review
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WALNUT GROVE — Until 
a few weeks ago, the McCor-
mack-Williamson Tract in the 
California Delta was an island of  
low-lying farmland, more than  
2 square miles  protected from 
the surrounding rivers and 
sloughs by earthen levees.

Today, the tract is an immense 
lake, up to 15 feet deep, with fish 
prowling the water and ducks 
skimming the surface. 

The adjacent Mokelumne Riv-
er, swollen by the intense storms 
that have drenched the state this 
winter, caused a levee to break, 
allowing the water to rush in.

Those same storms led to the 
recent near disaster at the Oro-
ville Dam, which cast an uncom-
fortable light on the elaborate 
and aging network of  reservoirs, 
aqueducts, levees and pumps 
that funnel water to the state’s 
39 million people and its $50 bil-
lion agricultural industry.

The flooding at McCor-
mack-Williamson was unin-
tentional, but scientists and 
environmental groups say de-
liberately creating similar areas 
— floodplains to allow the state’s 
rivers to overflow more natural-
ly and benignly — is a way to 
help ease the strain on this wa-
ter infrastructure, especially as 
climate change poses new chal-
lenges.

“Nature has been dealing with 
the vicissitudes of  water chang-
es in California for millennia,” 
said Brian Stranko, director 
of  the state water program for 
the Nature Conservancy, which 
bought the tract here, south of  

Moving 
to ease 
pressure 
on dams
To augment aging water 
infrastructure, some want 
to create floodplains
By HENRY FOUNTAIN
NEW YORK TIMES

‘Single front door’ for homeless
SR Catholic Charities 
expanding coordinated 
intake pilot project
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Greg
Sarris

Carol Swann 
slips on her 
shoes in the 
large dorm 
room at Cath-
olic Charities’ 
Samuel L. Jones 
Hall homeless 
shelter in Santa 
Rosa on Tues-
day. Swann has 
been staying 
at the shelter 
since early 
January.
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President Donald Trump addresses a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in Washington as Vice President Mike Pence and House Speaker Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin applaud. “The time for small thinking is over, the time for trivial fights is behind us,” Trump said.

President optimistic
CONGRESSIONAL ADDRESS » SHIFT ON IMMIGRATION? 

Speech tamps down fiery rhetoric, calls for end to ‘trivial fights’

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, in his first address 
to a joint session of  Congress, de-
fended his tumultuous presidency 
on Tuesday and said he was eager 
to reach across party lines and put 
aside “trivial fights” to help ordi-
nary Americans.

He called on Congress to work 
with him on overhauling health 

care, changing the tax code and 
rebuilding the nation’s infrastruc-
ture and military.

But he raised new questions 
about his policy priorities and how 
he plans to achieve them, especial-
ly on immigration.

Only hours before his address, 
Trump had broken from his tough 
immigration stance in remarks at 
the White House, suggesting that 
legal status be granted to millions 
of  unauthorized immigrants who 
have not committed serious crimes. 

Many of Trump’s core supporters 
had denounced that approach as 
“amnesty” during the campaign.

“The time is right for an im-
migration bill as long as there is 
compromise on both sides,” the 
president said at the White House, 
according to people in attendance 
who asked for anonymity because 
they were not authorized to speak 
about the meeting.

The idea is a sharp break from 

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
 ■ Local legislators react to 

Trump’s remarks / A7
 ■ Fact check: Trump 

takes credit for accom-
plishments he hasn’t 
earned / A7

 ■Attorney general says 
Justice Department end-
ing civil rights monitoring 
for several troubled police 
departments / B1


