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County mental health jobs saved
$2.5M infusion from state
salvages 32 positions being
eliminated by budget gap
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County is shelving a controversial proposal to dramatically
reduce its mental health and substance abuse staff by tapping into
$2 million in state funds, saving more
than 30 jobs many in the local men-

tal health community say are needed
to address the ongoing psychological
and emotional impact of last year’s
devastating fires.
In a letter Tuesday to county
health staff, Barbie Robinson, director of county health services, said
the funds from state’s substance
abuse prevention and treatment program would give the county more
time to look at alternative solutions
to address future shortfalls.
“I’m grateful for the opportunity
to have these resources because we

need them,” Robinson said, adding
that the budget shortfalls threaten
to affect those in Sonoma County
with the most need, such as women
in substance use recovery.
“I’ve spent my entire career championing services for the most vulnerable,” she said.
The Behavioral Health Division’s
most recent layoff proposal called
for the elimination of nearly 32 fulltime positions, as well as reductions
in county contracts with “community partners,” nonprofits that provide

a significant share of local mental
health and substance use disorder
services.
Robinson said the proposed layoffs
and contract reductions would have
resulted in a savings of $2.6 million,
the remaining shortfall from a budget gap that at one time late last year
was estimated to be $11 million.
A number of changes, including
the elimination of about 36
behavioral health staff vacancies,
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Will rains be enough?

Donald Trump

Trump
appears
to back
gun laws
In TV moment that
thrills Dems, president
backs sales restrictions
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Dutton Ranch vineyard manager Jeff Carlton surveys the level of an irrigation pond, which is used in part for frost protection measures, Wednesday
near Graton. Even though groundwater has been added from another pond, the reservoir is still 3 feet below average.

Long way to go to make up for drier-than-average February, experts warn
By GUY KOVNER AND MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

G

rape growers and livestock ranchers
welcomed the rain that started falling Wednesday afternoon, capping
a near-record dry February — normally a
wet winter month — in which Santa Rosa
got 3 percent of average precipitation.
The storm was expected to intensify
overnight, with the heaviest rain impacting this morning’s commute while setting
the stage for truly wet winter conditions,

with rain, possible thunderstorms and hail
along with strong winds through Saturday,
according to the National Weather Service.
A wind advisory for the North Bay and
San Francisco Bay Area was set for 2 a.m.
to 10 p.m. today, with winds from the south
at 15 to 30 mph and gusts over 45 mph,
threatening to blow down trees and power
lines, the weather service said.
The storm, considered a moderate system, will bring about 1.75 inches of rain to
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FEBRUARY FAILS TO DELIVER RAIN
Santa Rosa’ s precipitation fell far short of normal
for the month, the rain season and the year. All
amounts are in inches.
Month total
Average
February

0.19

6.4

Rain season*

13.15

26.97

Calendar year
*Since Oct. 1

6.8

13.22

Source: National Weather Service

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump stunned Republicans on live television Wednesday
by embracing gun control and
urging a group of lawmakers at
the White House to resurrect gun
safety legislation that has been
opposed for years by the powerful National Rifle Association and
the vast majority of his party.
In a remarkable meeting, the
president veered wildly from the
NRA playbook in front of giddy
Democrats and stone-faced Republicans. He called for comprehensive gun control legislation
that would expand background
checks to weapons purchased at
gun shows and on the internet,
keep guns from mentally ill people, secure schools and restrict
gun sales from some young adults.
He even suggested a conversation
on an assault weapons ban.
At one point, Trump suggested that law enforcement authorities should have the power to
seize guns from mentally ill people or others who could present
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INSIDE
TRUMP BLASTS SESSIONS:

ICE slams Oakland mayor’s raid tipoff
IMMIGRATION » Agency
official claims warning
allowed 800 to go free
By THOMAS FULLER
NEW YORK TIMES

SAN FRANCISCO — A top
federal official likened Mayor
Libby Schaaf of Oakland to a
“gang lookout” on Wednesday,
saying her warning of an impending, large-scale arrest operation had given immigrants

in the United States illegally the opportunity
to flee.
Schaaf
had
announced Saturday that
she had learned through
“unofficial
channels”
that the federal Immigrations and Customs Libby
Enforcement agency, or Schaaf
ICE, was planning arrests in the area.
“I know that Oakland is a city of
law-abiding immigrants and families who deserve to live free from

the constant threat of
arrest and deportation,”
she said in a statement
that circulated widely
on social media over the
weekend. “I believe it is
my duty and moral obligation as mayor to give
those families fair warning when that threat appears imminent.”
The mayor’s warnings proved
correct. Since Sunday night, ICE
officers have arrested more than
150 people in Northern Califor-

nia in an operation ICE said was
targeting “public safety threats.”
But ICE officials said the
mayor’s warning jeopardized
officers’ safety, and said that
hundreds more unauthorized
immigrants they had planned
to arrest may have eluded the
agents after the tipoff.
In a statement, the agency’s
acting director, Thomas Homan,
called Schaaf’s announcement
a “reckless decision” made for
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Friction erupts over Russia
probe, raising new questions
about independence of law
enforcement agencies / B1
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