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INSIDE

LIFE WITHOUT DURANT » Knee  
sidelines Warriors forward, has 
team weighing its options.  C1

A NEW PIT STOP » Trail House 
in SR becoming hot spot for 
cyclists, nature lovers.  D1

ALL-EMPIRE ATHLETE » Rylee 
Bowen of Sonoma Academy 
leads way in cross country.  C1

At a time of  heightened fear of  
deportation, fewer undocument-
ed students in California are re-
questing financial aid from the 
state under a pioneering 6-year-
old law, raising alarms at high 

school and college campuses 
about the effect on enrollment 
in higher education.

So far, only 233 Santa Rosa 
Junior College students have 
applied for aid under the Cal-
ifornia Dream Act, a drop of  
40  percent over applications 
submitted by this time last year, 

said Pedro Avila, 
SRJC’s vice presi-
dent of  student ser-
vices. 

This year’s dead-
line for applicants 
is midnight tonight, 
and Avila worries that a reduc-
tion in applications could mean 
a corresponding drop in enroll-
ment for the college, which has 
steadily increased the share of  
minority and foreign-born stu-

dents on its cam-
pus in recent years. 
Roughly 480 undocu-
mented students are 
currently enrolled 
at SRJC, about a 
quarter fewer than 

last semester, according to the 
college. 

“That’s a big concern for us,” 
Avila said about the drop in aid 
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REMAINING SOBER: Paul Palmer is one of 21 individuals who have successfully completed substance-abuse rehabilitation through Petaluma’s Sober Circle initiative.  

Regaining their lives
PETALUMA » Sober Circle effort to help homeless addicts having an effect

Obama 
officials 
saved 
key intel 

WASHINGTON — In the 
Obama administration’s last 
days, some White House offi-
cials scrambled to spread infor-
mation about Russian efforts 
to undermine the presidential 
election — and about possible 
contacts be-
tween associ-
ates of  Pres-
i d e n t - e l e c t 
Donald Trump 
and Russians 
— across the 
gover nment . 
Former U.S. 
officials say they had two aims: 
to ensure that such meddling is 
not duplicated in future U.S. or 
European elections, and to leave 
a clear trail of  intelligence for 
government investigators.

U.S. allies, including the Brit-
ish and the Dutch, had provided 
information describing meet-
ings in European cities between 
Russian officials — and others 
close to Russia’s president, 
Vladimir Putin — and associ-
ates of  President-elect Trump, 

At this time last year, Paul Palmer was go-
ing on seven years of  being homeless. 

A methamphetamine addict living along 
the Petaluma River, he had been in and out of  
rehab a few times, but it never seemed to work. 

He mostly kept to himself, staying out of  the 
way of  police officers and other homeless people, 
burrowed deep into the bushes along the river 
bank on the north side of  town. To support his 
habit, he recycled. To pass the time, he would 
read, birdwatch or tend his vegetable patch of  
corn, lettuce and tomatoes. 

Palmer, 52, is now off the streets and has been 

sober for three months, thanks to Petaluma’s Sober 
Circle initiative. He is one of  21 people who complet-
ed treatment at Center Point Drug Abuse Alterna-
tives Center during the program’s first year. Six 
have found permanent housing; Palmer, who is in 
temporary housing, hopes to add to that number. 

“I’m feeling great,” said Palmer, who started 
using alcohol and marijuana when he was 12. 
“Healthier than I’ve been for a long time.”

The initiative, which started a year ago this 
month, is meant to provide a pathway to treat-
ment and housing for homeless addicts and “seri-
al inebriates,” thus reducing the number of  calls 
police get about the homeless population  — and 
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Staff rushed to circulate 
evidence of Russia’s effort 
to meddle in 2016 vote
By MATTHEW ROSENBERG 
AND ADAM GOLDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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“They’re going 
to realize that 
we’re paying 
attention to what 
they’re doing. 
There’s no more 
anonymity ...”
KEN SAVANO, Petaluma Police 
chief on helping homeless 
people overcome addictions 

SESSIONS  
ALLEGATIONS
Feds say attorney 
general spoke 
twice with 
Russian envoy 
last year / B1

WINDSOR SHOWS  
IMMIGRANTS SUPPORT
Town Council declares 
its solidarity with all of its 
residents regardless 
of their legal status / A3

Barack Obama

Fewer undocumented students seek aid
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DREAM ACT » Applications for state funding subsidies 
drop 40% at SRJC, may point to deportation fears  

School board OKs $4.5M cuts

Santa Rosa City Schools 
board members unanimously 
approved Wednesday night a 
plan that will strip more than 
$4.5 million from next year’s 
budget.

The district will cut an equiv-

alent of  13 full-time teaching 
jobs. Half  will be done through 
attrition, while the district will 
attempt to avoid handing out 
pink slips by shuffling around 
faculty, said Jenni Klose, board 
president. 

 “It might require some staff-
ing adjustments,” she said after 
the meeting. “At the end of  the 
day, it’s possible we don’t lay off 
anybody.” 

Superintendent Diann Kit-
amura said the possibility of  
layoffs also could be “lessened 

or canceled through additional 
retirements or resignations.”

Board members have been 
under pressure to reduce their 
budget by $4 million in each of  
the next two years. Overall, the 
district faces a $12 million short-
fall spread over the next three 
years.

District officials blamed the 
deficit on higher retirement 
contribution costs, lower than 
expected state funding and er-
rors in past budgets. They’ve 
also seen lower enrollment, 

which is expected to drop by an-
other 134  students next year.

The county’s largest school 
district, it operates on an an-
nual budget of  $180 million and 
employs about 1,600 people in 
23 schools attended by 16,400 stu-
dents. Its deficit prompted a 
warning in September from the 
Sonoma County Office of  Ed-
ucation, which monitors local 
school district budgets. 

“There is nothing about 
this process that is enjoyable,” 
board member Bill Carle said on 

Wednesday to a crowd of  about 
50, which included faculty, sup-
port staff, students and parents.

Cuts to the upcoming school 
year’s budget also include more 
than $1.5 million for new books 
and instructional materials, as 
well as an additional $205,000 for 
professional development. The 
district previously reduced its 
staff training by $500,000.

Kitamura previously said that 
cutting staff training will reduce 

SANTA ROSA » Budget 
will trim equivalent of 13 
teachers to reduce deficit
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
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