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INSIDE

Lawmakers
turn up heat
on clearances

WASHINGTON — House in-
vestigators are demanding that 
the White House turn over doc-
uments related to the security 
clearances of  top officials by Mon-
day, an escalation of  a fight be-
tween congressional Democrats 
and the Trump 
administration 
that could lead 
to subpoenas 
in the coming 
days.

The move 
follows the rev-
elation that 
President Don-
ald Trump in-
terceded to give 
his son-in-law, Jared Kushner, a 
top-secret security clearance de-
spite concerns from intelligence 
and White House officials about 
Kushner’s contacts with foreign 
individuals and his failure to dis-
close them on his clearance appli-
cation. Both of  those factors or-
dinarily would all but guarantee 

TOM BRENNER / NEW YORK TIMES, 2018 

Fred and Cindy Warmbier, the parents of Otto  
Warmbier, are applauded Jan. 30 as they attend the 
State of the Union address on Capitol Hill.

By RACHAEL BADE  
AND JOHN WAGNER
WASHINGTON POST
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draws family’s fury

After U.S. college student Otto Warm-
bier was released from a North Korea 
prison in 2017, unresponsive and not ex-
pected to survive, his father, Fred, spoke 
of  a comforting phone call from Presi-
dent Donald Trump: “It was gracious, it 
was nice, and it felt good.”

During Trump’s State of  the Union 
address in 2018, Fred Warmbier and his 
wife, Cindy, stood and wept while Trump 

spoke of  the “menace” of  North Korea 
and gave tribute to their son, who died 
days after his release.

On Friday, the Warmbiers emerged 
into the public eye again, this time with 
a blistering statement directed at the 
president. They said they could no lon-
ger be silent after the summit this week 
with Kim Jong Un, the North Korean 
leader, and after hearing Trump say that 
he believed Kim’s claim that he did not 
know what had happened to Warmbier 

By KEVIN WILLIAMS  
AND JULIE BOSMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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NATIONAL SECURITY

Jared 
Kushner

Treated 
waste let 
go into 
creeks

Overwhelmed by record rain-
fall this week, Santa Rosa’s re-
gional wastewater treatment 
plant has released about 22 mil-
lion gallons of  treated sewage 
into two creeks and the Laguna 
de Santa Rosa since Wednesday, 
and the discharge will continue 
indefinitely with another storm 
on the way, officials said Friday.

All three waterways drain 
into the Russian River. 

It was further evidence that 
the deluge, which swamped Rus-
sian River communities and dis-
placed thousands of  residents 
this week, had far-reaching im-
pact.

The releases began Wednes-
day, a day after Santa Rosa re-
ceived 5.66 inches of  rain, a re-
cord for one-day precipitation 
dating back to 1902. 

It took about a day for the add-
ed volume of  sewage mixed with 
runoff to reach the plant on Lla-
no Road, which treats wastewa-
ter from about 230,000 custom-
ers in Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, 
Cotati and Rohnert Park.

Overwhelmed SR facility 
will continue discharge 
as storms continue 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Jonathan Von Renner, right, hugs his neighbor, April Camara, on Friday while cleaning his flood-damaged home along Mill Street in Guerneville.

‘Communal grief ’ 
as towns take stock

GUERNEVILLE 

Russian River floodwaters receded 
from all but the lowest-lying areas 
Friday, pulling the river’s watery 

curtain out of  homes and away from most 
surface streets, giving residents and mer-
chants a clearer look at the extensive dam-
age and sprawling cleanup to come.

Norma Pichardo, 38, climbed the 
mud-slickened spiral staircase leading to 
her family’s second-floor apartment on 
Sycamore Court. Across the courtyard, the 
torrent of  runoff seemed to have moved 

through the first floor 
garage of  Fife Creek 
Commons without 
causing major dam-
age. Not so among 
about a half-dozen 
nearby homes like 
hers clustered on low-
er land.

Pichardo unlocked 
the door and found her home of 10 years up-
ended, belongings tossed about as if  by in-
truders. A shelf  lay on its side in the middle 
of  the kitchen. Chairs were toppled, soaked 
clothes were everywhere. All that stood or 
sat below waist level was covered in a film 
of mud. 

Pichardo took a garbage bag out of  her 
pocket and began filling it with pictures 
hanging on the wall: One child’s soccer 
team portrait; another’s Guerneville School 

class picture; smiling faces of  her three kids 
in homemade Christmas frames. 

“It’s their home,” Pichardo said, full of  
emotion.

The Russian River dropped below the  
32-foot flood level after 11 a.m. Friday, mak-
ing roads that had become waterways pass-
able again. Authorities lifted roadblocks 
for residents and business people just after 

noon, and for the first time in days people 
who evacuated, as well as those who rode 
out the storm in their houses, surveyed 
communities that had not seen this scale of  
disaster in a quarter century.

The floodwaters caused nearly $23 mil-
lion in damage to public infrastructure, ac-

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Residents deal with massive damage as water begins to recede

Sterling Lockhart, left, and Homer Mitchell clear a residence Friday on Mill Street in Guerneville. 
About 2,600 structures, including homes and businesses, have been impacted.
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 ■Westbound High-

way 37 remains closed 
until next week / A3

 ■Guerneville and 
Monte Rio work to 
reopen schools / A3

RUSSIAN RIVER FLOODING » AFTERMATH IN GUERNEVILLE

LYFT PREPARES TO GO PUBLIC »  
Company says drivers will be eligible 
for bonuses and can buy stock.  B8

UNEXPECTED CURVEBALL » Ineligibility 
and lack of players leads to cancellation 
of Elsie Allen’s baseball season. C1   

PREPARING 
PERENNIALS »  
Get ready 
for spring by 
learning how to 
divide plants, fill 
your garden.   D1
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