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Sessions forced to recuse self
Attorney general will
not take part in Russia
election meddling probe
By MARK LANDLER
AND ERIC LICHTBLAU
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Attorney
General Jeff Sessions, facing
a storm of criticism over newly disclosed contacts with the
Russian ambassador to the
United States, recused himself
on Thursday from any investi-

gation into charges that Russia
meddled in the 2016 presidential
election.
His announcement, delivered at a terse news conference,
came after a day of rapid-fire
developments in a murky affair
that has shadowed President
Donald Trump, jeopardized his
closest aides and intensified
pressure for a full investigation into Moscow’s attempts to
influence the election, as well
as raise persistent questions
about the policies of the new
administration.

INSIDE

Many top Democrats demanded Sessions’ resignation, and
a growing number of Republicans declared that he should not
take part in any investigation
into the case, given his own still
largely unexplained role in it.
But Trump stoutly defended
Sessions, one of his few early
champions on Capitol Hill.
“He could have stated his response more accurately, but it
was clearly not intentional,” he
said in a statement, which ac-

Russian diplomat
had extensive
network of US
contacts / A7
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Restoring the watershed

Attorney
General Jeff
Sessions speaks
at a news
conference
Thursday at
the Justice
Department in
Washington.
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County’s
high-tech
pioneer
dies at 95
Founder of OCLI helped
establish region as hub
for scientific innovation
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation Executive Director Kevin Monroe checks out sediment Thursday that has been deposited in Laguna de Santa
Rosa from recent flooding near Sebastopol. The sediment buildup has clogged the waterway.

Sonoma County Water Agency
wins grant to revitalize waterway
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

fter living along the
Laguna de Santa Rosa
for decades, Joe Aggio
and his family have grown accustomed to having their land
swamped with water, as has
been the case this year, the waterway swollen to its greatest
extent in more than a decade.
But the floodplain around
their dairy farm also has become much more of a nuisance
over the years.
Aggio, 32, said the wetland
around his farm between Occidental Road and Guerneville
Road used to be manageable
and clean, flooding in the
winter before draining off so
his family could grow crops to
feed their cows. But the waterway has become increasingly
plugged with sediment, inva-

sive Ludwigia plants, garbage
and other discarded items like
shopping carts and couches,
he said.
“It no longer flows. It no longer drains. It’s just a stagnant
mess,” Aggio said. “We’ve lost
crops because of it. We haven’t
gotten crops in because of it
… It’s become increasingly
difficult to farm the land.”
So Aggio’s hopes were raised
recently when Sonoma County
Water Agency officials secured
a grant to move forward with
plans that could eventually
help alleviate the challenges
faced by his farm and other
landowners along the 22-mile
waterway.
With funds from the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, the Water Agency
and environmental groups are
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A morning cloak butterfly soaks up sunshine on sediment-encrusted
vegetation at the Laguna de Santa Rosa near Sebastopol.

Public business on private email part of record
State Supreme Court says government employees
cannot avoid disclosure by using personal accounts
By MAURA DOLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

SAN FRANCISCO — Texts
and emails sent by public employees on their personal devices or accounts are a matter of
public record if they deal with
official business, the California
Supreme Court ruled Thursday

in a unanimous decision hailed
by open-government advocates.
But the court provided only
general guidance on where the
line would be drawn, posing a
challenge for cities and counties forced to balance employees’ privacy against the public’s
right to know.
The court said that commu-

Rolf Illsley, who founded the
first high-tech company in Sonoma County and led it for four
decades as Optical Coating Laboratory Inc., and made scientific
breakthroughs
used
around
the world and
in outer space,
died this week.
He was 95.
His company,
known widely
as OCLI, would
become one of Rolf
the largest pri- Illsley
vate employers
in Sonoma County before Illsley
retired in 1991.
Illsley died Wednesday in
Terra Linda, where he lived.
The cause appeared to be heart
failure. He was remembered
Thursday as an irrepressible
soul willing to take big risks and
to approach any challenge with
intensive inquiry.
“He was miles ahead of you
and he was just totally devoted,” recalled Joe Apfel, the
company’s former director of
research.
Illsley’s son, Roger Illsley of
Santa Rosa, said his father combined a great intellectual curiosity and a “can-do spirit.” Illsley lived “a classic 20th century
American life,” his son said.
Rolf Illsley grew up in the
Great Depression, served in the
U.S. Navy in World War II and
did United Nations relief work
in China before joining with

nications sent on personal cellphones and computers must be
disclosed to the public if they
“relate in some substantive way
to the conduct of the public’s
business.”
“A city employee’s communications related to the conduct of
public business do not cease to
be public records just because
they were sent or received using a personal account,” Justice
Carol Corrigan wrote for the
court.

Karl Olson, who represented
the news media, including the
Los Angeles Times, called the
decision “a resounding victory
for the public.”
He said the ruling sent “a
strong message that public officials and employees should not
try to evade public scrutiny by
using personal accounts.”
Local governments throughout the state have expressed
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