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NORTH COAST » FIRE RECOVERY

Experts: Economy won’t
suffer lasting damage

State Sen. Mike McGuire

OCTOBER FIRES

McGuire
calls for
better
response
Senator suggests that
Sheriff’s Office should
manage emergencies
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

With natural disasters growing in scale and frequency across
California,
management
of
emergencies in Sonoma County
should be overseen by the Sheriff’s Office, an around-the-clock
department with personnel
trained for worst-case-scenarios,
according to state Sen. Mike McGuire, who represents three of
the four North Coast counties hit
hardest by the October wildfires.
Disaster response and planning must no longer be an afterthought for counties faced
with increasingly destructive
wildfires, and folding emergency planning units into law enforcement agencies would give
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Workers with Pierre Homes prepare to put the second floor on an Astaire Court home Friday in Coffey Park in Santa Rosa.

Rebuilding from disaster may even boost region in certain sectors
By BILL SWINDELL

Sonoma State
University
Professor
Robert Eyler
gives the
keynote
address Friday
on the regional
economic
outlook during
the “Project:
Rebuild” event
at the
DoubleTree
Hotel in
Rohnert Park.

T
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he October wildfires will not cause
long-lasting damage to the North Bay
economy, which is strong enough
to withstand the effects of the worst natural disaster to strike the area in the last
100 years, a top local economist predicted
Friday.
Despite the destruction of nearly 5,300
homes in Sonoma County, the region’s
economy is on track to continue growing
this year, said Robert Eyler, director of the
Center for Regional Economic Analysis at
Sonoma State University.
“We have to separate the idea that we
have the tragedy we can’t forget, but we
have to make it more of a memory than an
on-the-spot issue, recognizing that it is not
as big of an impact on the overall economy,” Eyler said.
If every single person who lost a home
in the wildfires decided to leave Sonoma
County and their homes were never rebuilt
— the worst-case scenario, Eyler said —
the area would lose $750 million in annual
consumer spending and 5,600 jobs, according to his forecast.
While those numbers are large, they

amount to a fraction of the county’s $24 billion economy and its 220,000 payroll workers. In Napa County, the same scenario
would erase $333 million from the county’s
$9 billion economy and eliminate 2,450 of
its 80,000 jobs, Eyler forecast.
“The context is really good in terms of
supporting what we need to do here — as
long as we get off the dime and get it done,”
Eyler said during the keynote speech at
SSU’s annual Economic Outlook Confer-

ence. The event, held at the DoubleTree
Hotel in Rohnert Park, was sponsored by
the North Bay Business Journal.
Eyler’s conclusion fits with a new study
prepared for the county by Los Angeles-based Beacon Economics, whose founder, Christopher Thornberg, frequently
speaks at annual economic events in Santa
Rosa.
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“The context is really good in terms of supporting what we need to do here —
as long as we get off the dime and get it done.”
ROBERT EYLER, professor of economics and director of the Center for Regional Economic Analysis at Sonoma State University

Trade
partners
hit back
Trump gets global flak
after threatening tariffs
By ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — A day after
President Donald Trump took a
swing at U.S. trading partners
by threatening stiff and sweeping tariffs on steel and aluminum, they hit
back.
They INSIDE
promised to re- Stakes high for
taliate against California ag in
quintessential tariff fight / B8
U.S. goods like
A look at Trump’s
Kentucky bourinconsistencies in
bon, bluejeans
policy / B1
and Harley-Davidson motorcycles.
That is likely to turn into a
wave of protest aimed at U.S.
products as other countries,
including traditional allies, reTURN TO TRADE » PAGE A2

The latest status symbol: Chickens
SILICON VALLEY » Nothing too good for
these birds, which can cost hundreds
By PETER HOLLEY
WASHINGTON POST

J

SAN FRANCISCO
ohan Land has a life that stands out even
among Silicon Valley’s tech elite: He’s the lead
product manager at Waymo (formerly known
as Google’s self-driving car project), a job that
keeps him glued to computer screens and fixated
on the future.
Excelling at his work, Land said, requires an
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obsessive focus on it. But maintaining that passion — especially with his fourth child on the way
— means knowing when to detach. Land’s secret
to success: relaxing with a glass of wine in the
backyard alongside his wife, kids and the family’s
13 chickens and three sheep.
It’s mindless, he said, but far from banal.
“It’s a fascinating thing to sit and watch the
animals because instead of looking at a screen,
you’re looking at the life cycle,” Land said. “It’s
very different from the abstract work that I do.”
In America’s rural and working-class areas,
keeping chickens has long been a thrifty way to
provide fresh eggs. In recent years, the practice
has emerged as an unlikely badge of urban mod-
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Matt Van Horn’s chicken, “Bear,” is held by his 2-year-old child, Sadie.

HINDERED HEIST: Two suspects, one shot by

police, arrested in attempted armed robbery
at an armored car facility, officials say / A3

SANTA ROSA
High 53, Low 30
THE WEATHER, C8

©2018
The Press
Democrat

