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How Trump-Kim talks failed

HANOI, Vietnam — As Presi-
dent Donald Trump settled into 
the dining room of  a French- 
colonial hotel in Hanoi on Thurs-
day morning, the conversation 
with Kim Jong Un, the North Ko-
rean leader with whom he had 
struck up the oddest of  friend-
ships, was already turning tense.

In a dinner at the Metropole 
Hotel the evening before, mere 
feet from the bomb shelter 
where guests took cover during 
the Vietnam War, Kim had re-
sisted what Trump presented as 
a grand bargain: North Korea 
would trade all its nuclear weap-
ons, material and facilities for 
an end to the U.S.-led sanctions 
squeezing its economy.

A U.S. official later described 
this as “a proposal to go big,” a 

bet by Trump that his force of  
personality, and view of  himself  
as a consummate dealmaker, 
would succeed where three pre-
vious presidents had failed.

But Trump’s offer was 
essentially the same deal the 
United States has pushed — and 
the North has rejected — for a 
quarter-century. Intelligence 
agencies had warned him, 
publicly, Kim would not be 
willing to give up the arsenal 
completely. North Korea itself  
had said repeatedly that it would DOUG MILLS / NEW YORK TIMES

President Donald Trump, left, and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un walk 
to a meeting Thursday at the Metropole Hotel in Hanoi, Vietnam.

By DAVID E. SANGER 
AND EDWARD WONG
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO TALKS » PAGE A2

NORTH KOREA » Big threats, big egos, bad bets lead 
to impasse in Vietnam over nuclear disarmament

After reeling from property damage caused 
by recent wildfires, North Bay residents 
now are confronting another natural 

disaster in flooding — a threat that is not covered 
by property insurance and which could escalate 
as storms become more volatile in a changing 
climate.

Unlike fire-related claims, home and business 
owners have to buy a separate policy to insure 
structures and contents damaged by floodwaters. 
Local insurance agents sell the policies through 
a Federal Emergency Management Agency flood 
insurance program.

Fawn Nekton, owner of  the Gaffney Insurance 
Services in Occidental, said her agency serves 
many residents along the Russian River who 
were battered by rainfall last week that led to the 
worst flooding in the region in almost 25 years. 

“We’ve been turning in flood claims and 
fielding questions ... and it’s just the beginning,” 
Nekton said.

Typically, homeowners obtain flood coverage 
if  they have a mortgage and live in flood-prone 
areas — defined by the federal government as 

Latest county disaster 
reinforces need for 
flood insurance
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Brad Metzger helps his pregnant wife, Raena, across the floor covered by mud and water at Rio Nido Roadhouse while they assess the flood damage 
on Friday. Flooding countywide affected about 2,600 homes and businesses, with Russian River communities experiencing the worst damage.

Repeated flood cycle

Tetanus shot. Bleach. 
Protective gloves. Power 
washers.

R3 Hotel owner Jeff Bridges 
has the drill down.

So even after 8½ feet of  
floodwater inundated his 
Guerneville hotel, bar and 
restaurant last week, Bridges 
viewed it as a problem with a 
solution well in hand.

“This will be my fourth redo 
at the Triple R, so I just take it 
in stride,” said Bridges, who 
started at the downtown resort 
four major floods ago and 
bought the place with his part-
ner in 2011. “It will be a total 
gut job and renovation. But it 
will reopen bigger, better and 
more sparkly than before.”

Like many who call the lower 
Russian River 
home, Bridges 
understands 
the trade-off 
that comes 
from settling 
in the region. 
Its sun-baked 
beaches 
popular with 
tourists and locals alike belie 
a long history of  giant floods, 
with this week’s the worst in 
nearly a quarter century.    

“You can’t stop Mother 
Nature,” Bridges, 58, said, “and, 
quite frankly, it’s the price we 
pay to live in paradise.”

It’s a common refrain in 
the communities along the 
lower river, where for decades 
residents and merchants have 
endured periodic disasters and 
recovery. People here pride 
themselves on the grit that 
allows them to rebound from 
destruction wrought by a rebel-
lious waterway time and again.

“The community really pulls 
together in those ways,” said 
Jeniffer Wertz, a member of  
the Guerneville Community 
Alliance and representative on 
the municipal advisory council 
for the lower river.

But there is real grief  and 
suffering, as well, particularly 
among the uninsured and the 
inexperienced — those who 
may be newer to the region and 
perhaps faced the flood unpre-
pared. 

Some are reeling from major 
losses caused by the rampaging 
floodwaters, which countywide 
affected an estimated 2,600 

Another major 
calamity along 
Russian River:  
What can be done?
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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$155 MILLION »  
Estimated flood damage 
across Sonoma County

ABOUT 1,900 HOUSES »  
Residential property  

damaged countywide

578 BUSINESSES »  
Commercial property 
damaged countywide

The pool area was in shambles on Friday at the R3 Hotel, which was left covered in a layer 
of mud after floodwaters from the Russian River receded from the property in Guerneville.

DAMAGE TOLL 
HITS $155M
Guerneville 
and other river 
communities 
took the brunt 
of the storm’s 
impact / A10

ASSESSING THE STORM’S DESTRUCTION IN THE COUNTY

The storm that brought heavy rainfall and flooding across Sonoma County resulted in signficant 
residental, commercial and infrastructural damage, county officials announced Saturday.

$91.6 MILLION
Damage to homes

$35 MILLION
Damage to businesses

$23 MILLION
Damage to public 
infrastructure and local 
government costs


