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Netanyahu challenges Obama on Iran
Israeli leader to Congress:
Deal would turn Mideast
into ‘nuclear tinderbox’
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIM E S

WASHINGTON — With
dark warnings and a call to
action, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel used
one of the world’s most prominent venues on Tuesday to
denounce what he called a
“bad deal” being negotiated

with Iran and mount a challenge to President Barack
Obama.
In an extraordinary spectacle pitting the leaders of two
close allies against each other, Netanyahu took the rostrum in the historic chamber
of the House of Representatives to tell a joint meeting of
Congress that instead of stopping Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, Obama’s diplomatic initiative “would all
but guarantee” that it does,
in turn setting off a regional
arms race.

“This deal won’t be a farewell to arms,” Netanyahu
told the American lawmakers, who responded to him
with a succession of standing
ovations. “It would be a farewell to arms control. And the
Middle East would soon be
crisscrossed by nuclear tripwires. A region where small
skirmishes can trigger big
wars would turn into a nuclear tinderbox.”
Such dire predictions could
make it much harder for
Obama to sell an agreement
to a Republican-led Congress

even if his negotiators reach
one in Geneva. The president
quickly tried to counter the
prime minister by dismissing
the speech as “theater” and
“nothing new.” Netanyahu,
the president told reporters,
had no better ideas than the
status quo or, in theory, military strikes against Iranian
facilities.
“The prime minister didn’t
offer any viable alternatives,”
Obama said after the speech
at the start of a meeting with
his new defense secretary,
TURN TO NETANYAHU, PAGE A5
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
addresses Congress on Tuesday.

Months after Sutter opens new hospital north of SR, state officials
clear way for firm to offer its HMO, Sutter Health Plus, in Sonoma County

Integrated Care

UC may
cap new
student
numbers
Napolitano: Planned limits
could change if university
system gets more funding
By LARRY GORDON
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH: Dr. Gretchen Smith uses an ultrasound Tuesday to check up on Nikki Canelis at Sutter North Bay Health Plaza’s Breast Cancer Center
in Santa Rosa. Since Canelis’ physicians are affiliated with Sutter Health, she is a prime candidate for the company’s HMO to be offered in Sonoma County.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE P RE S S D E MO C RAT

N

ikki Canelis of Cazadero learned two
important things during her visit Tuesday
morning with a Sutter Health-affiliated
breast imaging radiologist in Santa Rosa.
First and foremost, she got a clean bill of health
with no new cyst growth since her breast surgery
last August.
And while not as dramatic, Canelis also learned
Tuesday that she will now have the option of buy-

ing Sutter’s own HMO insurance.
“If the insurance is as good as the doctors are,
then I’d love to switch — have it all in one system,” said Canelis, 42, who currently is covered by
Health Net through her husband’s family business.
“My husband was thinking about switching
to Kaiser, but I said no. I love my doctors. I don’t
want to change,” she said, adding that she’s been
a Sutter patient since her children were born two
decades ago.
On Tuesday, Sutter Health announced that state

SUTTER
HEALTH PLUS
■ Suite of small- and
large-group HMO plans and
four individual plans
■ Offered in most populous
areas of Sonoma County
■ Not available through
Covered California this year

TURN TO SUTTER, PAGE A5

LOS ANGELES — The University of California system will
not expand enrollment of California freshmen and transfer
students in the fall unless more
state revenues are appropriated and will cap
enrollment of
out-of-state students at UCLA
and UC Berkeley, UC President Janet Napolitano
said
Tuesday.
N a p o l i t a n o Janet
told a legislative Napolitano
hearing in SacPresident,
ramento that
University of
the nine underCalifornia system
graduate
UC
campuses are
poised to send out their acceptance and rejection letters and
cannot wait to decide enrollment
targets until the Legislature and
governor make their final budget
decisions later in the spring.
As a result, she said, campuses initially would accept
the same numbers of Californians as last year, even though
applications are up. However,
she held out the possibility that
more students may get accepted
TURN TO UC, PAGE A5
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Lake County voters to weigh in on splitting state
Ballot next
year will
ask whether
residents
want to live in
a 51st state,
Jefferson

By GLENDA ANDERSON
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

Lake County voters will weigh in
next year on the merits of splitting
the state, an idea that has risen and
died dozens of times since California
was created in 1850.
A divided Board of Supervisors
voted Tuesday to put an advisory
measure on the ballot asking voters
whether there should be a 51st state,

comprising rural counties in Northern California and southern Oregon.
In doing so, the board backed away
from an earlier, tentative decision to
sign a declaration directly asking the
state Legislature to form a new state
tentatively named Jefferson.
“The decision should be made by
the voters and not the five of us,”
said Supervisor Rob Brown, who has
expressed support for the secession
movement and creation of a new state.

It’s an old idea that recently has
been resurrected.
There have been more than 220 recorded proposals to divide California
into multiple states since its admission to the United States, according to
newspaper reports.
They’ve been launched by California legislators, county officials and
ordinary residents. They have included both Northern and Southern CaliTURN TO JEFFERSON, PAGE A5
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