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SUCCESSFUL ‘SERIAL’ » Creators 
of award-winning podcast 
coming to Rohnert Park.  D1

SPOTLIGHT ON ASNER » Festival 
in Sebastopol showcases film 
on legendary actor, activist.  D3

WARRIORS DOWN THUNDER »  
Curry returns, helps Golden 
State tie an NBA record.  C1

Arturo Hernandez, left, and 
Alex Marin y Kall of the 
activist group Supercivicos

Comedians 
in Mexico go 
after scofflaws

MEXICO CITY — Acting on a 
tip from a disgruntled neighbor, 
two comedians dressed as drag 
queens confronted parking offi-
cers in broad daylight.

The pair wanted to know why 
the officers, who so ruthlessly 
enforced parking limits, had 
never so much as given a warn-
ing to the local fruit salesman, 
whose battered Ford Explorer 
sat illegally parked all day, ev-
eryday, in the upper-class neigh-
borhood of  Polanco.

“So apparently, this car is 
protected by the god of  fruits,” 
yelled Arturo Hernández, the 
founder of  the Supercívicos, 
an activist group of  comedians 
whose mission is to embarrass 
the bad actors of  Mexican soci-
ety with punishing humor. “My, 
what healthy corruption we 
have going on here,” he said.

The comedians, who brought 

By AZAM AHMED  
and PAULINA VILLEGAS
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO MEXICO » PAGE A6

Bill raising age limit on 
tobacco use advances

ABOUT  
THE BILLS
Anti-tobacco measures 
introduced by North 
Coast Assemblyman 
Jim Wood and State 
Sen. Mark Leno of 
San Francisco have 
advanced to the  
state Senate.
Wood’s bill: Seeks 
to raise the age for 
buying and consum-
ing tobacco products, 
including e-cigarettes, 
from 18 to 21 years 
old. 
Leno’s bill: Moves to 
ensure e-cigarettes 
are defined as tobacco 
products and that 
they fall under exist-
ing smoke-free laws.
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Shivjee Shrestha waits behind the cash register, which is flanked by displays of tobacco and other products, Thursday at Sam’s Market in Santa 
Rosa. Two bills moving through the state Legislature are seeking to make buying and using tobacco products harder for people younger than 21.

Buying cigarettes soon could become harder 
for young Californians.

Measures intended to keep a new gener-
ation from getting hooked on smoking passed the 
Assembly on Thursday, potentially raising the 
age for buying tobacco from 18 to 21. A second bill 
would clearly define electronic cigarettes as to-
bacco products.

The bills head to the Senate for an expected 
vote next week, and if  passed will go to Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s desk for approval.

“It’s a good day for California,” said Assembly-
man Jim Wood, D-Healdsburg, co-author of  the 
bill to raise the minimum age for buying tobacco.

“If  we can prevent people from smoking by 
making it a little harder to get tobacco — and by 
21 making a decision not to smoke — it will save a 
huge amount of  money and lives,” he said.

A separate bill by Sen. Mark Leno, D-San Fran-
cisco, to ensure e-cigarettes are defined as tobacco 
products and that they fall under existing smoke-

Romney: Trump imperils democracy

A divided Republican Party 
erupted into open and bitter 
warfare on Thursday as its two 
previous presidential nominees 
delivered an extraordinary re-
buke of  its current front-runner, 
Donald Trump, warning that his 
election could put the United 
States and its democratic system 
in peril.

In a detailed, thorough and 

lacerating assault on Trump 
and the angry movement he has 
inspired, Mitt Romney, the par-
ty’s nominee in 2012, attacked 
him as “a fraud” and “a phony” 
who would drive the country to 

the point of  collapse.
“He’s playing the American 

public for suckers,” Romney 
said, breaking from his custom-
ary restraint. “He has neither 
the temperament nor the judg-

ment to be president,” he added.
As soon as he was finished, 

Sen. John McCain, the party’s 
standard-bearer in 2008, en-
dorsed Romney’s jeremiad and 
denounced Trump as a candi-
date who was ignorant of  for-
eign policy and has made “dan-
gerous” pronouncements on 
national security.

For a party that prizes unity 
and loyalty, it was an unheard-of  
onslaught against a figure who 
is marching toward the nomina-
tion, highlighting the widening 
and seemingly unbridgeable 
gaps between Republican lead-
ers and their electorate.

2012 Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney, left, forcefully 
denounced 2016 White House front-runner Donald Trump on Thursday.
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Assemblyman Jim Wood, D-Healdsburg, addresses lawmakers at 
the Capitol on Thursday in Sacramento about his bill to increase 
the minimum age for tobacco sale to 21. The bill was approved 
on a 46-26 vote and sent to the Senate. 

ANTI-SMOKING LEGISLATION

Effort would deny sales to anyone under 21, redefine e-cigarettes
By CLARK MASON
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In chorus with McCain, 
2012 GOP pick unleashes 
barrage as hostility grows
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Soaking 
on tap  
in potent 
storm 

Hold fast to your memories of  
last month’s sunshine and warm, 
springlike weather. There’s a 
doozy of  a storm coming in, and 
it’s bringing lots of  rain.

In what meteorologists say 
could be the onset of  a per-
sistent wet weather pattern for 
March, forecasters are calling 

for a potent 
weekend storm 
they expect 
will dump up 
to 7 inches of  
rainfall in the 
wettest coastal 
areas by Mon-
day.

Even low- 
lying urban ar-

eas around the North Coast and 
Bay Area can anticipate upward 
of  2, 3, even 4 inches of  rain be-
tween today and Monday after-
noon, with the heaviest rainfall 
lasting all day Saturday amid 
increasingly powerful winds, 
forecasters said.

“It’s going to be wet,” said 
Monterey-based National 
Weather Service meteorologist 
Diana Henderson. “It’s a Net-
flix kind of  day — as long as the 
power holds out.”

This is a significant storm  — 
what is known in some quar-
ters as an “atmospheric river” 
— which, in addition to heavy 
downpours, is predicted to bring 
gusting winds as high as 50 mph 

Heavy downpour, high 
winds may signal wet 
March for North Coast 

By MARY CALLAHAN
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RESERVOIR 
DISCHARGES
U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers is 
making flood 
releases at Lake 
Mendocino ahead 
of the storms this 
weekend  / A3

GOP DEBATE Insults fly between Trump, Cruz and Rubio in Detroit / B1


