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county science fair adds 
artistic element.   A3
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girls golfer of the year.   C1
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to having a thriving garden 
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Russia links bedevil Trump team
INSIDE

 ■ Trump  
administration 
seeks to slash 
premier climate 
science agency, 
NOAA, by  
17 percent / B1

 ■  Trump, DeVos 
tour private 
religious school, 
praise it as ideal  
institution / B1

WASHINGTON — During the  
2016 campaign, Donald Trump’s 
second campaign chairman, Paul 
Manafort, had regular communica-
tions with his longtime associate — 

a former Russian military translator 
in Kiev who has been investigated in 
Ukraine on suspicion of  being a Rus-
sian intelligence agent.

At the Republican National Con-
vention in July, J.D. Gordon, a for-
mer Pentagon official on Trump’s 
national security team, met with the 
Russian ambassador, Sergey Kis-
lyak, when Gordon was helping keep 
hawkish language on Russia’s con-
flict with Ukraine out of  the party’s 
platform.

And Jason Greenblatt, a former 

Trump Organization lawyer and 
now a special representative for in-
ternational negotiations at the White 
House, met last summer with Rabbi 
Berel Lazar, chief  rabbi of  Russia 
and an ally of  President Vladimir 
Putin of  Russia.

In a Washington atmosphere su-
percharged by the finding of  the in-
telligence agencies that Putin tried 
to steer the election to Trump, as 
well as continuing FBI and congres-
sional investigations, a growing list 
of  Russian contacts with Trump’s 

associates is getting intense and 
skeptical scrutiny.

Democrats see suspicious connec-
tions and inaccurate denials as part 
of  a pattern that belies Trump’s ada-
mant insistence that he and his asso-
ciates “have nothing to do with Rus-
sia.” The president’s supporters say 
innocuous encounters, routine for 
any incoming presidential team, are 
being treated for political reasons as 
somehow subversive.

List of communications  
between administration, 
foreign officials grows
By SCOTT SHANE AND  
ANDREW E. KRAMER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Tolay Lake Regional Park doubled 
in size Friday with the gift of  an 
adjoining 1,665-acre protected ranch 

from the Sonoma Land Trust, a transfer 
envisioned for years and coming less than 
a year before the expansive, grass-cov-
ered preserve is set to open to the general 
public.

The expanded park, the largest in 
the county network, at 3,402 acres, now 
encompasses nearly all of  the Tolay Creek 
watershed, which overlooks and drains 

into San Pablo Bay. 
On a bright morning this week before 

the transfer, a group of  county park and 
Sonoma Land Trust officials gathered 
on a ridge with views across the water to 
San Francisco and discussed the land’s 
rich history and plans for the future. The 
park is situated just northwest of  Sonoma 
Raceway and now borders Highway 121.   

“As much as I love this property, I’m 
confident that it is in good hands,” said 
Bob Neale, stewardship director for the 
nonprofit Sonoma Land Trust, which ac-
quired the property from the Roche family 
in 2007 and oversaw subsequent habitat 

restoration efforts.
Dozens of  cows grazed on a hilltop, leav-

ing the wildflowers — Fremont’s star lil-
ies — in favor of  lush green grass. Several 
coyotes scampered in and out of  sight, 
apparently on a hunt for a mid-morning 
snack. 

When the land trust purchased the 
property, a subdivision and vineyard had 
been proposed. Now the rolling hills will 
remain public and undeveloped, main-
taining a wildlife corridor that runs from 
Sonoma Mountain to San Pablo Bay.
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Sonoma Land Trust stewardship director Bob Neale, left, talks with Sonoma County Regional Parks maintenance worker Korey Gosselin on Thursday 
as they look over the Tolay Creek Ranch property near Petaluma that the Sonoma Land Trust is donating to Sonoma County Regional Parks.

A gift of green hills

EPA set 
to ease 
mileage  
rules

WASHINGTON — The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
plans to announce its intent to 
withdraw final determination 
on strict fuel-efficiency stan-
dards for future cars and light 
trucks, the latest signal by Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration that it is charting a new 
course on climate change.

Two associations represent-
ing the world’s biggest auto-
makers last week asked EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt to 
reconsider the standards for 
model years 2022 to 2025, which 
would require the nation’s car 
and light-truck fleet to average 
54.5 miles per gallon by the end 
of  that period.

While automakers struck a 
2009 deal with the Obama ad-
ministration to set the first-ev-
er carbon limits on cars and 
trucks, many of  them now say it 
will be difficult to achieve these 
long-term targets given the low-
er price of  gas and Americans’ 
preference for sport-utility vehi-
cles. The EPA and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration agreed to review the 
2022-2025 standards when they 
set them five years ago, but the 
EPA concluded in December 
that no revision was necessary. 
It finalized the standards a week 
before Trump took office.

According to individuals 
briefed on the matter, the new 
administration also is consider-
ing issuing an executive order 

Study: Immigrants don’t cost jobs

Sonoma State University’s 
Chong-Uk Kim has built his ca-
reer on studying how labor and 
capital cross borders, as well as 
the impacts the two have on do-
mestic economies. 

In his latest published re-
search, the associate professor 
of  economics has put forward a 

timely and contentious finding: 
The United States workforce 
does not lose jobs and wages to 
immigrant laborers in the coun-
try.    

“My point is immigrants from 
Mexico and other countries 
are filling the gap and are not 
taking jobs the domestic work-
force wants,” said Kim, who has 
taught at SSU since 2007. “These 
people will not hurt your job 

and your opportunities.”
Kim and Gieyoung Lim, 

a Seoul-based professor at 
Hankuk University of  Foreign 
Studies, analyzed U.S. Census 
Department data from 1995 to 
2010 and came to three main 
findings in their recent paper in 
the academic journal Applied 
Economics.

Their first conclusion: Immi-
grants do not take the jobs of  
U.S.-born workers. Their second 
finding: Skilled and unskilled BETH SCHLANKER/THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Dr. Chong-Uk Kim, an associate professor of economics, sits in his office 
at Sonoma State University on Tuesday in Rohnert Park.

Executive order could  
revoke California’s  
ability to set own goals
By JULIET EILPERIN  
AND BRADY DENNIS
WASHINGTON POST
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FUEL EFFICIENCY 
“This park will help preserve the agricultural history of the land.”
MELANIE PARKER, regional parks natural resources manager

Sonoma Land Trust donation doubles size of Tolay Lake Regional Park 

SONOMA STATE » Professor finds incoming workers 
fill gaps; also, they don’t replace settled nonnatives


