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Kim Welty opens up a box of hats filled with floodwater at the home of her friend Alice Teeter in Forestville. Above her head, a chair sits wedged 
on a chain link fence from floodwaters. Officials estimated the storm caused an estimated $155 million in damage.

Residents scoop up 
a soggy, silted mess

Next storm expected 
to graze North Bay; 
leaving some rain

GUERNEVILLE — Green and blue bal-
loons flew outside shops in Guerneville’s 
business district Sunday, signaling the 
doors were open to patrons amid a large-
scale cleanup of  mud and debris left behind 
by floodwaters that dealt a damaging blow 
last week to lower Russian River commu-
nities. 

About two dozen people waited in line 
outside an assistance center, which Sono-
ma County officials opened Sunday in an 
old Bank of  America building on Main 
Street. Among them was Fawn Whitt, who 
filled out a questionnaire on a clipboard. 

Whitt, 35, lost nearly all her family’s be-
longings when floodwaters overtook her 
rented trailer. She was able to save her 
three children’s birth certificates and a 
feeding pump for her disabled 9-year-old 
son.

“Water covered the whole trailer,” Whitt 
said. “It was crazy.”

The storm caused an estimated $155 mil-
lion in damage to homes, businesses, roads 
and other public infrastructure, county of-
ficials previously said.

Another rainstorm forecast to arrive 
mid-Tuesday was expected to bring far less 
rain than last week’s atmospheric river 
storm that inundated the Russian River 
and its tributaries, causing the major wa-
terway to crest late Wednesday at 45.4 feet 
— well above the 32-foot flood stage.

Forecasts show 1 to 1.5 inches of  rain are 
expected in Sonoma County on Tuesday as 
the outer edges of  a storm heading toward 
central California graze the area, accord-
ing to the National Weather Service. Ieath-
er models forecast rainfall between 1.5 to 
2.5 inches in the hills. 

Flooding is unlikely, but the rain could 
cause other problems such as mudslides, 
said Scott Rowe, a National Weather Ser-
vice meteorologist. 

“Everything is saturated, increasing 
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At a community meeting Sunday at El Molino High School in Forestville, resident Brian Andriola, 
center, expresses his concerns to Johannes Hoevertsz, right, the director of Sonoma County’s 
Department of Transportation and Public Works, about a landslide affecting his street.

An hour into Sunday’s flood recovery 
community meeting at El Molino High 
School gym in Forestville, the modera-
tor ended the formal Q&A, 
announcing, “We’re going to 
open up the resource tables for 
individual questions.”

What followed was a surge. 
Many of  the 250 or so attend-

ees inundated a dozen or so tables set up 
on the court, staffed by, among others, 
politicians, nonprofits and public health 
officials, the Sheriff’s Office, AT&T, Permit 
Sonoma and the Lower Russian River 
Municipal Advisory Council.

Finding himself  surrounded was 

Johannes Hoevertsz, the county’s trans-
portation and public works director. 
Several residents from Hacienda, a small 
neighborhood above the Hacienda Bridge 
in Forestville, were alarmed and upset 
about a slow-moving landslide that had 

dislodged several homes and 
was now threatening to destroy 
the one-lane road connecting 
them to civilization. 

“I’d like the county to put in 
emergency stabilization,” said 

Brian Andriola, whose house is one of  
those in the path of  the landslide.

“That’s a tough one,” Sonoma County 
Emergency Manager Chris Godley replied 
when asked about landslides during the 

Citizens vent their anger 
at community meeting
By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Huge 
search 
discovers 
lost girls 

BENBOW — Authorities 
found two young sisters un-
harmed Sunday morning almost 
48 hours after they wandered 
away from their rural Humboldt 
County home, triggering a mas-
sive search that included heli-
copters, tracking dogs and help 
from law enforcement agencies 
across the region.

The girls, 5 and 8, were last 
seen outside the family resi-
dence in Benbow at 2:30 p.m. 
Friday. Earlier, they asked their 
mother if  they could go for 
a walk. She said no and then 
couldn’t find them, according to 
the Humboldt County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Family and friends scoured 
the nearby woods Friday after-
noon before calling authorities, 
who combed the area through 
the night for Caroline Carrico 
and her older sister, Leia, but 

Snack wrappers lead 
to Humboldt County 
sisters, 5 and 8
By ANH DO  
AND BETTINA BOXALL
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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House 
turns up 
heat on 
Trump

WASHINGTON — Declaring 
it’s “very clear” President Don-
ald Trump obstructed justice, 
the chairman of  the House com-
mittee that would be in charge 
of  impeach-
ment says the 
panel is re-
questing doc-
uments Mon-
day from more 
than 60 people 
from Trump’s 
a d m i n i s t r a -
tion, family 
and business as 
part of  a rapid-
ly expanding investigation.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-New 
York, said the House Judicia-
ry Committee wants to review 
documents from the Justice De-
partment, the president’s son 
Donald Trump Jr. and Trump 
Organization chief  financial of-
ficer Allen Weisselberg. Former 
White House chief  of  staff John 
Kelly and former White House 
counsel Don McGahn also are 
likely targets, he said.

“We are going to initiate in-
vestigations into abuses of  
power, into corruption and into 
obstruction of  justice,” Nadler 
said. “We will do everything we 
can to get that evidence.”

At least 60 people close 
to president ordered  
to turn over documents
By HOPE YEN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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