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Mike Ramirez shovels waterlogged bread dough into garbage bins outside of Village Bakery in the Barlow business district in Sebastopol on 
Monday. More than 2,600 homes and businesses were submerged when the Russian River flooded last week.

Second-wave crisis: 
Tons of wet debris

Lack of curbside 
pickups means junk 
may linger longer

FORESTVILLE

The pile of  ruined belongings covered 
about 15 feet of  the narrow roadside 
in front of  Dezzy St. Andre’s River 

Drive home. Her grandmother’s Christ-
mas ornaments. Waterlogged centerpieces, 
handmade signs and other mementos from 
her wedding. Baby keepsakes her mother 
collected in a box.

“Look at our street,” St. Andre said, mo-
tioning to five nearby mounds, easily the 

size of  hers, on her 
narrow rural residen-
tial street. “We look 
like a Third World 
country.”

The Russian River 
overflowed its banks 
one week ago, and for 
more than three days 
its treacherous flood-
waters occupied com-

munities along the lower river’s final miles 
before it meets the sea, turning roads into 
waterways and subsuming 2,600 homes and 
businesses. Residents and business own-
ers have just begun to grapple with over-
whelming losses.

Heaps of  sodden furniture, clothing, 
equipment and appliances from residenc-
es and businesses are growing along road-
sides in Forestville, Guerneville, Monte Rio 
and other river enclaves. Ruined trucks 
and trailers sit abandoned along the roads, 
some dumped by the overflowing current 
in neighbors’ yards.

The amount of  wrecked debris left be-
hind is shaping up to be a second-wave di-
saster.

Sonoma County has established five 
dump sites where people can bring belong-
ings destroyed in the flood to be hauled 
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Jack Seely walks past a pile of flood-damaged materials Monday along Mill Street in 
Guerneville. Sonoma County reports 578 businesses suffered $35 million in flood damage.

As businesses clean up, the economic im-
pact of  last week’s major flood is emerging, 
one that will bring job and sales and tourist 
tax losses to the area while placing some 
operations on a precarious financial foot-
ing as they attempt to reopen.

The flooding affected businesses primar-
ily in the tourist hot spots of  Sebastopol 
and the Guerneville area. Sonoma County 
provided initial estimates over the week-
end that 578 businesses suffered a total of  
$35 million in damages. However, those 
figures are premature and could change as 
the extent of  the damages continues to be 
assessed. 

Many people in the lower Russian River 

area, for example, had home-based busi-
ness, which likely haven’t been fully count-
ed, said Al Lerma, business development 
and innovation director for the Sonoma 
County Economic Development Board.

“These could be some people who work 
as an architect out of  the homes,” Lerma 
said. 

While the numbers were being com-
piled, the impacts of  the flood were being 
felt firsthand, especially by the hundreds 
of  workers who were displaced as a result 
of  their employers closing. That included 
the 60 Village Bakery employees and the 
70  workers at Community Market. Both 
businesses were located in The Barlow 
shopping district in Sebastopol, which took 

Flood’s ripple effects: 
Closed shops, lost jobs 
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Dems 
launch 
broad 
inquiry

WASHINGTON — The chair-
man of  the House Judiciary 
Committee delivered a flurry of  
demands for documents from 
the executive branch and the 
broader Trump world Monday 
that detailed the breadth and 
ambition of  a new investiga-
tion into possible obstruction 
of  justice, corruption and abuse 
of  power by President Donald 
Trump and his administration.

In the two months since they 
took control of  the House, Dem-
ocrats on several committees 
have begun scrutinizing mem-
bers of  the president’s Cabinet, 
his businesses, his campaign 
and his inaugural committee 
as well as his ties to key foreign 
powers, including Russia, which 
tried to disrupt the 2016 presi-
dential election. 

They have also laid the 
groundwork to try to obtain 
Trump’s tax returns.

But the newest requests from 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-New 
York, the Judiciary Commit-
tee chairman, opened perhaps 
the most perilous front to date 
for Trump — an inquiry that 
takes aim at the heart of  his 
norm-bending presidency and 
could conceivably form the ba-
sis of  a future impeachment 
proceeding.

Nadler was explicit Monday 
in saying the House is no longer 

House seeks facts on 
possible corruption by 
Trump, administration
By NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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LOS ANGELES — Once again 
taking aim at President Donald 
Trump, California on Monday 
filed the state’s 47th lawsuit 
against the administration, this 
time to block a move that would 
effectively strip millions of  fed-
eral dollars from reproductive 
health providers that perform 
abortions and abortion refer-
rals.

Attorney General Xavier Bec-
erra, who has become one of  
Trump’s most aggressive crit-
ics, said Monday that the ad-
ministration’s changes to Title 
X, the federal family planning 
program, would punish doctors 
and clinics for giving women a 
comprehensive portrait of  their 
reproductive options. The ad-
ministration announced those 
changes last month.

“This is 2019, not 1920,” Becer-
ra said in an interview. 

“Jeopardizing the health of  
women is not what we should be 
doing in the year 2019.”

On Monday, 20 other states, 

State sues 
US over 
abortion 
referrals

FAMILY PLANNING FUNDS
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